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ADVERTlSEMENr,

rHE Pamphlet^ a tranjlation ofivhich is here offered to the

public, excitedfo much curiofity abroad, that I zuas extremely

dejirous of obtaining a copy of it. This was a matter of no

fmall difficulty j as the fale of it in France was prohibited on the

. feverejl penalties, for reafons that will readily appearfrom the work

itfelf After manyfruitlefs endeavours, I was at length fortunate

enough to meet with it \ and, not without fomc hazard, brought it

to England. It foon occurred to me, that it would be acceptable to

my countrymen : and this, not merely as an ohjeSi of curiofity, from

the celebrated name of the place it deferibes, but as affording a very

interefling and inflruSlive compartfan between the horrors of defpo-

tic power, and the mild andjufl adminiflration of dqual laws in a

freefiate. I therefore procured a faithful tranfation of it to be

made ; and if its publication Jhall in any degree tend to increafe the

attachment and reverence of Englijhmen to the genuine principles of

their excellent confiitiition, my purpofe vjill befully anfwercd.

Cardington,

Eedfordshire,

March zjtb,i-j%o. JOHN HO^TJRD.
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THE FRENCH EDITOR'S

PREFACE.
SINCE the mortal wound was given to French liberty,*

Defpotifm, that fcourge of human nature, which it de-

bafes and difhonours, has acquired ftrength by ftrilcing at

all ranks, and fpreading a general terror. Nothing is heard of

but banilhments, profcriptions, and prifons; of which laft the

Baftille is undoubtedly the moft formidable. The employment

of fpies and informers, who execute their office fo extenfively

and accurately, ought to alarm every citizen with apprehen-

fions of becoming an inhabitant of this abode of horror and

tears.

M. de Saintfoy has faid, that on this fuhjeSf it is fafer ta

be filent than to fpeak. I agree with him, that it is fafeft for

the hiftorian ; but it is not the moft advantageous either for

the prefent generation, or for pofterity. I have not, therefore,

hefitated to facrifice my own fecurity to the neceffity of exci-

ting my fellow-citizens to caft their eyes on the chains with

which they have been loaded during three fucceffive reigns.

Henry IV. was the darling of his fubjeds. His memory will

ever be the obje£t of the national veneration. It was under his

fucceflbr that liberty received the firft ftroke.

Richljeu, who reigned under the name of Lewis XIII. filled

the fortrefles and prifons. He had caufed to be conftrufted

even in his own houfe a vade in pace, where he frequently fa-

crificed vi<5tims to his tyranny.

* In the years 1770 and 1771.

A 3 Hiftory



PREFACE..
Hiftory prefents few reigns in which more violences and

cruelties have been exercifed, than that of Lewis XIV. Flat-

tery conferred on him the name of Great ; but pofterity has

erafed a title, he fo little merited. It beholds in this prince

no other than a defpot, without principle, tyrannifed over by

his paffions,- vain, ambitious, turbulent, and often cruel.

During the laft reign, which was charafterifed by weaknefs,

inefficacy, and contradidlions, minifters ere6led defpotifm into

a law. Lettres de cachet^ vexations of all kinds, were their

engines. They obftinately combated the laws of the king-

dom ; and concluded with difperfing and profcribing all who
adminiftered them. It may therefore truly be faid, that im-

prifonmcnt, and exile, yvere the great inftruments of govern-

ment in the laft^ as well as in the two preceding reigns.

Since, then, the arbitrary will of the prince, or rather of

thofe who reign in his name, holds the place of law, the

Baftille will probably be more filled than ever. It is, therefore,

very important, that this caftle, the rules by which it is go-

vernedj the fufferings which prifoners have undergone in it,

the interrogations, furprizes, fnares, and violences to which

they are expofed, fhould be generally known. On this ac-

count I prefent to the public this interefting piece, in the ftate

in which it was bequeathed me by the author, fome time fmce

deceafed. With refpedl to the plan^ it was drawn by himfelf

on the fpot.

God grant that his labours may be rendered ufelefs to my
countrymen, by infpiring our young monarch with a horror

of defpotifm, and a love for thofe laws which are the gua-

rantees of his fecurity, and that of the nation.

HISTORICAL



HISTORICAL

REMARKS AND ANECDOTES ON

THE CASTLE OF THE BASTILLE,

AND THE

FRENCH IN Q^U I S I T I O N.

THE Baftille, at its foundation, was the entrance of

Paris on the fide of the fuburbs of St. Antome. It

confifted of only two towers. Hugh Aubriot,* pro-

voft of Paris, to whom the conftrusSlion of the new enclofure

and of the fortifications of the city under Charles V. was com-

mitted, formed the plan of this caftle, and laid the firft ftone

April 22, 1369. The two towers ferved for a defence againft

the Engl ifti. Afterwards, two towers of retreat, behind and

parallel to the firft, were erected ; and thus the entrance into

Paris was protraftcd between four detached towers, and a dou-

ble bridge. The remains of the firft brido-e ftill continue.

This edifice was not entirely finifhed till the reign of Charles

VI. about the year 1383. This king caufed four new towers

to be added at equal diftances. Apartments were made

between the towers, in the thicknefs of the walls. The
brido-eso

Hugh Aubriot, born at Dijon of obfcure parents, was provoft of Paris, and

minifterof the finances, under Charles V. He built the bridge anciently called

the Giand Pont, now the Pont au Change. The walls of the gate St. Antoine on

the banks of the Seine, the Pont St. Michel, and the Petit-Ckatelet, are monuments

of his attention to the public good. This laft edifice was erefled to bridle the

licentioufnefs of the fellows and ftudents in the univerfity. Aubriot was the firft

inventor of fu!-)tcrraneous canals for draining off water. The clergy, united with

the members of the univerfity, confpired his ruin. They accufed him of impiety

and herefy. The pr.rtifans of the houfe of Orleans, which was at enmity with

that of Burgundy, to which he was attached, declared againft him. Ke was firft

(hut up in the Baftille, which he had juft built j and afterwards was removed to

A 4 the
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bridges were taken away : a dry ditch, twenty-five feet deep

from the level of the ftreet, furrounded the eight towers ; and

an enclofure was formed on the other fide of it. The public

road was turned on the outfide, as it is at prefent. The bul-

warks and ditches which now encompafs it, were not con-

ftru£led till 1634.

The caftle of the Baftille is fituated on the left bank of the

Seine (as you afcend the river) near the arfenal. Its entrance

is at the end of the ftreet tSt. Antoine, to the right. An ad-

vanced guard is ftationed there, v/ith a fentry day and night.

Near the guard-room are draw-bridges, with a great gate, and

a wicket, leading to the court of the Hotel du Gouvernement,

This is a modern building, feparated from the caftle by a

ditch, over which are fecond draw-bridges, which muft be

pafled to arrive at a fecond pair of gates, near which is another

guard-room. Beyond this, is a ftrong barrier, a clair-voye,

formed of beams plated with iron, and very high, which fe-

parates the guard-room from the great court. Before you

reach this, you muft pafs two draw-bridges, and five gates, all

of which have fentries, and three pofts of guards. This

court forms a fquare of about one hundred and twenty feet by

eighty, in which is a fountain.

On entering by the barrier, to the right are apartments in

which the fubaltern officers lodge, and fometimes even fuch

of the prifoners as are lefs reftricled than the reft. Near this

building is the Tour de la Comte ; and next, the Tour de Trefor

(Treafury tower) fo called from its being the depofitofthe

money amafled by the Due de Sully for the grand project of

Henry IV. After this tower, near the middle of the court,

the prifon of thebiflioprick, called rOubliette. By means of intrigueSj his enemies

got him condemned to pafs the reft of his days there. At the commencement of

the reign of Charles VI. in 1381, the people rofe againft the imports. Led by

Caboche, a (kinner, the mutineers forced the gates of the Hotel de V'llle to procure

arms, and took out three or four thoufand iron maces (mailleti) whence they

acquired the name oi Maillotins. They broke open the prifon in which Aubriot

had been languifliing for feveral months, chofe him for their chief, and compelled

him to accept the command. He made ufe of this favour of fortune to withdraw

fecretly. On that very night he pafled the Seine, and fled into Burgundy, where

he lived unknown to his enemies, and finifhed his days in repofe. Chronologie

Manujcrite de la BihUothe'que Royale.—Hugh Aubriot was of the fame family with

John Aubriot of Dijon, bifhop of Chalons from the year 1343 to 1350.

is
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is an arcade which anciently ferved for the city gate. In this,

feveral lodging-rooms arc contrived. Next, is the body of the

old chapel, converted into feveral chambers for prifoners. At
the angle of the court is the Tour de la Chapelle (Chapel-tower.)

This, and the Tour de Trefor^ are the moft ancient of the towers.

Walls of ten feet thicknefs in folid mafonry, raifed to the

height of the towers, unite them, and are contiguous to many
apartments for prifoners conftruded in the interftices. At the

bottom of the court is a large modern houfe, which feparates it

from a fmaller court called Coiir d^ Putts (Well-court.) In the

centre of this building is a ftone ftaircafe of five fteps, leading

to the principal door. Within this you find the ftaircafe to the

upper apartments, and an entry terminating in the fecond court.

On the right is the veftibule of the hall, where theminifters, the

lieutenant of the police, or the commifHoners, interrogate the

prifoners. This is called the Salle du Confeil (Council-chamber.)

Here prifoners generally receive the vifits of ftrangers. At the

farther end is a large prefs, in which the efFefts and papers

taken from the prifoners are depofited. Behind the council-

chamber are the lodgings of the fubaltern officers, and of fomc

turnkeys.

On the left, entering by the fame ftaircafe, are the kitchens,

offices, and wafh-houfe, which have double outlets into the

Cour du Puits There are three ftories above, each of three

rooms. The firft and fecond ferve for prifoners of diftindlion,

or thofe who are fick.

The king's lieutenant has his apartment to the right, in the

firft ftory, above the council-chamber ; the major lodges in

the fecond, and the furgeon in the third.

On the other fide of the great court, near the kitchens and

the Tour de la Liberie (Liberty tower) are apartments for pri-

foner?, confifting each of a great chamber, and a clofet looking

towards Paris. The dungeons of this tower run under the

kitchens. Next to this tower are ancient apartments, in which

a little chapel has been conftru£led on the ground floor. There

are five niches or clofets in this chapel ; three are hollowed out

of the wall, the others are only in the wainfcot. In thefe,

prifoners are put one by one to hear mafs. They can neither

fee nor be feen. The doors of thefe niches are fecured on

the
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the outfide by a lock and two bolts ; within, they are iron-

grated, and have glafs windows towards the chapel, with

curtains, which are drawn at the Sanctis, and clofed again at

the concluding prayer. Five prifoners being prcfent at each

mafs, ten only can hear it each day. If there is a greater

number in the caftle, either they do not go to mafs at all

(which is generally the cafe with ecclefiaftics, prifoners for life,

and thofe who do not delire to go) or they attend alternately :

becaufe there are almoft always fome who have permiilion to

go conflantly.

On the fide of the chapel, defcending towards the barrier,

are the Tour de la Bertaitdiere^ and next to it, apartments for

the adjutant, the captain of the gate, and fome domeftics, or

turnkeys. In the angle near the barrier is the Tour de la

Bazlniere. To come to it, one muft crofs a little court or

veftibule, which communicates with the guard-room by a very

ftrong double door. This is the difpofition of the fix towers,

and the buildings furrounding the great court.

Proceeding through the entry of the houfe which feparates

the two courts, you come to the Cour du Puits. At the

further end of it, on the right, is the Tour du Coin (Corner-

tower.) Between it, and the Tour du Puits (Well-tower) are

old apartments in which the cooks, fcullions and valets lodge j

and likewife fome chambers for prifoners, but which are very

feldom ufed. The Cour du Puits is only twenty-five feet by

fifty. In it is a large well for the ufe of the kitchen. The
cooks throw their offal, and keep poultry in this little court,

which makes it always dirty and offenfive.

The outer face of the caftle prefents four towers towards

Paris, and four towards the fuburbs. The tops of the towers

compofe a continued platform in terraces folidly conftruded,

and kept in perfed repair. Thofe prifoners who have per-

miffion, walk here, but always accompanied by guards. There

are thirteen pieces of cannon upon this platform, which are

fired on days of folemnity, or public rejoicings.

In the plan, the Tour du Puits, which is towards the ftreet

des Tournelks, is marked the firft. On going round the caftle

on the outfide from this tower, we come to the entrance between

the
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the towers de la Bazinlere and la Comte, and then to the other

towers fronting the fuburbs.

All the towers are clofed below by flrong double doors,

with large bolts let into enormous locks. The dungeons under

the towers are filled with a mud v/hich exhales the mod ofFcn-

five fccnt. Tiiey are the rcfort of toads, ncv/ts, rats and fpiders.*

In a corner of each is a camp bed, formed of iron bars, foldered

into the wall, with fome planks laid upon them. In thefe are

put prifoners whom they wifli to intimidate, and a little ftraw

is given them for their^bed. Two doors, each fevcn inches

thick, one over the other, clofe thefe dark dens : each has

two great bolts, and as many locks.

All the upper chambers are ihut with the fame care. There

are four, one above another, in each tower, and a vaulted room

above all, called the Calotte (Skull-cap.) All the inner doors

are covered with iron plates, two or three lines thick.

There are five ranks of chambers. The mofl dreadful next

to the dungeons, are thofc in which are i>~on cages or dungeons, f

Of

* It was in thefe dungeons that the tyrant Louis XI. confined thofc whom he

was delirxjus of deflroying by protraf^ed fiifFeiings ; as the princes of Annagnac,

who were buried in thefe dungeons in holes wrought in the mafonry, tlie

bot^bms cf which were in the form of fugar loaves, that their feet might have

no refUng place, nor tlieir bodies any repofej and were, be.'ides, taken oiit twics

,a week to be fcourged in the prefcnce of l-'hilip I'Huillitr, governor of the Baftille,

and every three nionihs to have a tooth pulled out. The eldefl c£ thefe princes

loft his fer.fes under this treatment. The younger wa^ foruinate enough to be

delivered by the death of Louis XI. and it is from hi.; petition in 1483, tliat the

truth of thefe fa«Sls has been learned, whicli could not have been believed, or

even imagined, without fo convincing a proof. See Uiji. de VAnckn Gouverrt,

de. la Trance, par le Comte de BoulaiKviUkn, Lcttre XIV. Tom, 111. p. 226.

-J-
The Count de Boiilalnvilliers (p. 224 of the work above cited) fays, that

Louii XI. cannot be affirmed to be the inventor of the iron cages and dungeons

which are feen at the Badille, and in the caftles of Bloh, Bourges, Angers,

Lickcs, tours, and Mm -Saint -Michel. The bifliop of Verdun, according to

Mezcray, was the inventor of thefe cages. Ke hadcaufed one to be conftruded

in the caflle of Angers, in which he was the firfl perfon confined, for ten or

twelve years. Eouiainvilliers fays (p. 225) that he has feen with his own eyes at

Chateau DuflcJps-hs-Tcurs, the iron dungeon in which the Cardinal de la Balluc

(imprifoned about 1430) was fliut up eleven years by order of Louis XI. The
walls, floor, ceiling, door, wicket for putting in provifions and emptying'out
filth, are all iron plates faftened upon great bars of the fame metal. Louis XI.
had two of thefe built at his caftle of Laches, Ludovic Sforze, duke, of Milan,

having



[ 6 ]

Of thefe there are three. Thefe cages are formed of beams

lined with ftrong iron plates. They are fix feet by eight.

The fecond rank of chambers defigned for feverity, are the

Calottes. Thefe rooms, which are the uppermoft in the towers,

are formed of eight arcades of mafonry. One can only walk

upright in the middle. There is fcarcely room for a bed from

one arcade to another. The diftance of the window from its

interior aperture is the whole thicknefs of the wall ; about ten

feet. There are iron bars before the windows on the infide of

thefe chambers, and counter-bars without. The Calottes have

but little light. In fummer, their heat is exceflTive j and in

winter, their cold is infupportable. There are only ftoves in

the Calottes.*

Almoft all the chambers of the towers are ©diagonal, fourteen

or fifteen feet high, and twenty in diameter ; with very high

chimneys. In moft of them are three fteps to afcend to the

windows. All the windows have grates and counter-grates of

iron. Many have a third grate in the middle of the thicknefs

having been taken prifoner In a battle againft Louis XII. on April lo, 1500^
was fhut up in one of the iron cages of the caftle of Locoes, where he ended his

days. Obferi/ations Hift. & Crlt. relative to the Hift, of Charles VIII. in the

Colleflion of Memoirs of the Academy of Infcriptions, p, 238, in 4to.

Louis XII. himfelf, while duke of Orleans, was made prifoner in 1488, at the

battle of St. Aubin-du Cormier, in Bretagne ; and after being removed from
prifon to prifon, he was fliut up during three whole years in the caftle oiBourges,

and forced to lie in the iron cage.

* The Count de Boulainvilliers further fays [LettreXW.) that the Baftille was
deilined to prifoners, whofe dellruftion was refolved either by apparent forms

ofjuftice, or by the punifhment of the Oubliettes, a method much pradifed by

Triftan-l'Hermite, provoft of the Hotel, and companion of Louis XI. This man,

of execrable memory, was himfelf judge, witnefs, and executioner. He caufed

the viftims which were delivered to him by Louis to be placed on a trap-door,

through which they fell on wheels armed with points and cutting edges : others

were drowned with a ftone about their necks, or ftifled in dungeons. This

tyrant pwt to death more than four tlioufand people in this manner. {Me'zerai,

Abrege Chronol. Tom. IV, and Commines, Liv, VI, Ch, xii.) During my
refidence at the Baftille, I never was able to get a view of the chamber of the

Oubliettes; but I have feen in the caftle of Ruel, which was Cardinal Richlieu's

country feat, and at prefent belongs to the duke d'Aiguillon, a clofet which ftill

preferves the name of the Cabinet-des Oubliettes. This cruel minifter caufed the

perfons whom he had doomed to deftruftion to enter it } which they had fcarcely

done, when a trap-door in the floor opened under their feet, and they fell into

a profound abyfs.

of
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of the wall. The bars of the grates are of the fize of the arm.

The lower chambers look only on the ditches. The views

from the higher ones are obfcurc and remote, on account of

the diftance of the outer aperture of the windows. The leaft

difagreeable chambers have views of the country, of Paris, and

of the ramparts. Although the windows of thefc chambers are

double-grated, they are fufficiently light, as their apertures

enlarge on the infide.

In many cafes, the outer window-grates are covered with

cloth, or elfe wooden fhutters are fixed in fuch a manner that

all view is intercepted from the prifoner.

Moft of the chambers have chimneys ; others have ftoves :

the dungeons have neither. All the chimneys are grated

above, .and iron-barred below, and alfo in feveral other parts.

Precautions have been multiplied to prevent communications.

Formerly the prifoners converfed by the chimneys, or afcended

them in hopes of efcaping. Each tower has privies, which are

grated at the different ftories. Some apartments have thefe

conveniences within them ; the reft have the ufual fubftitutes.

All thefe chambers are ill-clofed, very cold and damp in

winter. They are all numbered. They go by the name of

their ftory, as their door prefents itfelf to the right and left in

afcending. Thus the firji Baziniere is the firft chamber in the

tower of that name, above the dungeon ; then comes ihtfecond

Baziniere, the third, the fourth, and the calotte Baziniere. In

the fame manner, all the prifoners are called by the name of

their tower, joined to the number of their chamber : fo that

the Baji'ille nmne oi 2i prifoner is xhe fecond Baziniere, the Jir/l

Bertaudicre, thefourth Comte, the third du Trefor, &c.

The common chambers offer to view four bare walls, on

which, however, are to be feen the names of prifoners who
have been confined there, verfes, devices, fentences, &c. A green

ferge bed with curtains, a ftraw bed with three coverlets, two

tables, two pitchers of water, an iron fork, a pewter fpoon,

a goblet of the fame metal, a brafs candleftick, iron fnuffers,

a chamber-pot, two or three chairs, and fometimes an old

arm-chair, compofe the total of furniture. Some chambers

have andirons. Shovel and tongs are but feldom allowed.

Each prifoner is provided with matches, a fteel and flint,

tinder,
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tinder, a. candle a day, a broom every week, clean fheets every

fortnight, and four napkins a w^eek. Their linen is taken to

the wafh every week.

Three doors, one beyond another, are fhut upon each pri-

foner. The noife of bolts, locks and keys is terrible. A turnkey

has the charge of carrying the prifoners their meals, and taking

away the remains, vvhich are his own profit.

The aliment of the prifoners is regulated by a rate propor-

tional to their quality. There are claffes of fifty llvrcs per diem

(princes) of thirty livres, of twenty, of ten, of live, and of

three. The loweft is of two livres ten fous ; this is the rate for

valets and attendants. In thefe are comprehended wafhing and

candle ; wood for fewel is a feparate article.
,

The kitchen is ferved by a mafter-cook, who is the governor's

fteward. He has under him a cook, a fcullion, and a hewer

of wood. All the difhes are fcantily provided, and ill drefled.

This is the governor's gold mine, v/hofe income is augmented

in proportion to the bad fare of the prifoners. Bcfides thefe

immenfe profits, the governor has a hundred and fifty livres

per diem, for fifteen fuppofed prifoners, at ten livres each,

without prejudice to the daily rates of aiStual prifoners. Thefe

hundred and fifty livres are a fjpplcmentary revenue, or in-

demnification. To this are frequently added confiderable

gratuities.

On flefh days, the prifoners have daily a foup, 3. huilli,*

and an entrie-,\ on meager days, a foup, adifhoffifh, and

two entrees. In the evening, on fiefn days, they have a fiice of

roaft meat, a ragout, and a falad ; on meager days, a plate of

eggs, and one of vegetables. The variations in the bill of faie

from five to ten livres. are inconfiderable. They confifl: of

half a confumptiv'e chicken, a pigeon, a leveret tailing of

cabbage, or fome little birds, and a dcfTert, each article'of

which does not cofl fwofjus.

On Sundays, the dinner is bad foup, a flice of boiled veal

under the name of beef, and four petits pates j the fupper, a

* A touUli is the meat of wlilch foup has been made,

•j- An e.Kiiee is a courfe of diflies ferved up between tlie oouilli and the defil'rt.

nice
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flice of roaft meat (cow-beef, veal, or mutton) a fmall difh of

haricot in which bones and turnips abound, and a falad. The
oil they give turns the ftomach : it is only fit for lamps. The
fuppcrs on flefh days arc uniform. On Mondays, inftead of

the four pates is a haricot. On Tuefdays, at noon, a faufage,

pigs pettitoes, or a thin pork ftcalc. On Wednefdays, a fmall

tart, either half-done or burned. On Thurfdays, two little

mutton fteaks. On Fridays, at dinner, half a young carp

fried or ftewed, ftinking ray, cod with butter and muftard, or

fome dry fried fifli, with fome vegetables, or a plate of eggs.

At fupper, a plate of eggs with brown butter, or a la tripe,

and fpinage with water or milk. Saturday is a repetition ; and

on Sunday the invariable round recommences.

On the days of St. Louis, St. Martin, and Epiphany, all

the prifoners have an augmentation of their allowance, which

confifts of half a roafted chicken or a pigeon. On Carnival

Monday they have a little tart.

Each prifoner has a pound of bread and a bottle of wine a day.

The wine is flat and very bad. The deflert is an apple, a bifcuit,

fome dry almonds and raifins lightly ftrewed on the bottom of

a plate, fome cherries, goofeberries, or plums in the feafon.

The fervice is commonly pewter. Sometimes leave is obtained

to be ferved in earthen ware, with a filver fpoon and fork. If

any one complains of the badnefs of the victuals, fome change is

made for a few days, but the complainant fufFers for it in fome

other refpecSb. There is no twelve ycHj (fixpenny) ordinary, in

which one is not better ferved than at the Baftille. In general,

the tabic kept there is very bad, the foup without ftrength, the

provifions of the worft quality, and ill drclFcd. All this

contributes much to ruin the health of prifoners, and cries for

vengeance to God and man.

The officers of the ftaff have no infpeilion over the kitchen :

this belongs to the governor alone. Some prifoners have

obtained permiffion from the police to be ferved by a cook out

of the caftle, but this cofts three times as much as in the city.

Common prifoners have five billets of wood a day to burn

in winter. Thofe who are recommended have as much as they

pleafe. Many have attendants, whofe pay is twenty yiwj a day

and board befides.

There
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There are only four turnkeys to the eight towers. Their

name of Porte-clefs (key-bearers) is given on account of the

monftrous bunches of keys they carry, there being five great

ones to a fingle chamber.

At the time of meals, an armed fentinel is at the foot of

each tower. During mafs, a fentinel is at the chapel door,

who is not pofted till the prifoners are entered, and is removed

before they come out.

The Jiaff confifts of a governor, whofe place, befides his

appointments from the court, is worth above forty thoufand

livres a year in profits on dieting the prifoners j a king's

lieutenant, whofe commiffion is fixty thoufand livres, for

which he receives five thoufand livres a year j a major at four

thoufand livres a year; an adjutant at fifteen hundred ; and a

furgeon at twelve hundred, who makes great profit of medi-

cines, furnilhed at the king's expenfe. The phyfician lives

out of the prifon, and has an apartment in the caftle of the

' Thuilleries.

It is not above thirty years that things have been on this

footing. Formerly, the governor and king's lieutenant were

the only officers in the nomination of the king. The others

were named by the governor, who might difplace them

at his pleafure. They had under them archers of the free com-

panies, burghers paid by the governor for the guard of the

caftle. M. d' Argenfon fubftituted to thefe a ftafF, with a

company of invalids of one hundred men, which has two cap-

tains and one lieutenant. The private foldiers are clothed,

provided with linen, flioes, fait, candle, and fire-wood, and

have tenfous a day. The fervlce is hard. The men cannot He

abroad without leave from the governor. Several obtain It

;

and the others perform the duty of the abfentees, who give

them half their pay. None of the officers can dine abroad

without leave, or lie abroad without a written permlffion from

the minifter.

In the day-time, befides the five fentinels of the gates, there

is one at the outer gate of the caftle, in order to keep ofF in-

quifitive perfons who might flop to view the entrance only.

The major has the charge of the pen. All the correfpond-

ence and accounts belong to him, He draws up accounts

every



every month, and fends duplicates of them to the mlnifter" In

whofe department is the city of Paris, to the comptroller-

general of the finances, and to the lieutenant-general of the

police. Thefe accounts contain the number, the names of all

the prifoners, and the eftimate of expenfes. This officer re-

ceives the money from the comptroller-general, and makes the

payments. The general expen/e, comrmmibus annis, amounts

to more than one hundred thoufand livres.

The caftle is encompafled by a ditch about one hundred and

tv/enty feet w^ide. It is dry, except after great inundations of

the Seine, and abundant rains. The ditch is furrounded vi^ith

a wall fixty feet high, to w^hich is fixed a wooden gallery with

a baluftradc, which runs round the whole circuit of the ditch

oppofite the caftle. This is called the rounds. Two ftaircafes

to the right and left in front of the grand guard lead to thefe

rounds. Sentinels are placed here day and night, who walk

about continually, and examine if the prifoners make any at-

tempts to efcape. During the night, four centinels at a time

are ftationed on thefe rounds. The officers and ferjeants take

their rounds every quarter of an hour, and by their qui vive

aflure themfelves that all the fentinels are awake. Each has

his appointed inftant of going his rounds. All have pieces of

copper numbered and perforated, which they Aide upon a pin,

the bafe of which is fixed into the bottom of a padlocked box,

fuch as is ufed in garrifoned towns. This box is carried every

morning to the ftaff-officers, who open it, examine the order

of the copper pieces, and thereby judge of the exadlnefs or de-

fed of the rounds. At the fame time an account is given to

the king's lieutenant and the major of all that has been feen,

heard, or obferved during the night. All that has pafled with-

in or without is reported, and exadlly written down.

Night and day, the fentinel within the caftle rings a bell at

every hour, to give notice that he is awake. Bcfides this bell,

one is rung on the rounds every quarter of an hour in the

night-time. Guard is mounted at eleven in the morning.

The tattoo is beat at nine in the evening in win,ter, and at ten

in fummer. The bridges are drawn up between ten and eleven

in the evening. All is
' opened at any hour, when an

order arrives from the king.

B The
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The principal chaplain of the Baftille has a falary of twelve

hundred Uvres. He fays mafs every day at nine in the morn-

ing. There are two fub-chaplains, who have only four hun-

dred Uvres a year each. They fay mafs only on Sundays and

holidays, one at ten, the other between twelve and one. This

laft mafs is properly the governor's ; the prifoners do not at-

tend it, unlefs they are privileged. Befides the chaplain and

fub-chaplains, there is a titular confefTor, who has nine hun-

dred Uvres a year. The old domeftics who have retired, have

penfions.

This fortrefs is capable of containing forty prifoners in fe-

parate apartments. When they are numerous, they have ne-

cefTarily lefs liberty of walking. There are at prefent four

prifoners for life, who are become more or lefs diftrafted.

One has been confined ever fince the affair of Damien (1757).

Without the caftle, towards the fuburbs of Saint Antoine, is

a laro-e baftion detached from the body of the caftle. This was

formerly one of the bulwarks of the ancient entrance of Paris.

It is planted with trees, and made into a garden. The gate of

the way leading to it is between the towers du Trefor and de la

Comte.

On the left of the Baftille is the gate Saint Antoine. This

is flanked by a baftion parallel to that which is now the caftle

garden.

The lieutenant-general of the police of Paris is the fub-

delegate of the miniftry for the department of the Baftille. He
has under him a titular commiflary, who is called the commif-

fary of the Baftille. He has a fixed falary for drawing up

what are called itiJlruSiions, but he does not do this exclufively.

He has no infpedtion nor function but in cafes v.'here he re-

ceives orders ; the reafon of which is, that all that is done in

this caftle is arbitrary.

Every prifoner on coming to the Baftille has an inventory made

ofevery thing about him. His trunks, clothes, linen, and pockets

are fearched, to difcover whether there are any papers in them

relative to the matter for which he is apprehended. It is not

ufual to fearch perfons of a certain rank ; but they are aflced

for their knives, razors, fciflbrs, watches, canes, jewels, and

money. After this examination, the prifoner is conducted into

an
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an apartment where he is locked up within three doors. They
who have no fervants make their own bed and fire. The hour

of dining is eleven ; and of fupping, fix.

At the beginning of their confinement, they have neither

books, ink or paper j they go neither to mafs, nor on the walks

;

they are not allowed to write to any one, not even to the lieute-

nant of the police, on whom all depends, and of whom per-

miffion muft firft be afked by means of the major, who feldom

refufes. At firft they go to mafs only every other Sunday.

When a perfon has obtained leave to write to the lieutenant

of the police, he may afk his permiffion to write to his family,

and to receive their anfwers ; to have with him his fervant

or an attendant, &c. which requefts are either granted, or

refufed, according to circumftances. Nothing can be obtained

but through this channel.

The officers of the ftaff take the charge of coxiveying the

letters of the prifoners to the police. They are fent regularly

at noon and at night : but if they defire it, their letters are

fent at any hour by exprefles who are paid out of the money
of thofe who are confined. The anfwers are always addrefTed

to the major, .who communicates them to the prifoner. If no
notice is taken of any requeft contained in the letter of the

prifoner, it is a refufal. The attendants whom they appoint

for thofe who are not allowed their own fervants, or who have
none of their own, are commonly invalid foldiers. Thefe
people lie near the prifoners, and wait upon them. A perfon

ought always to be upon his guard with thefe men, as well as

with the turnkeys ; for all his words are noticed, and carried

to the officers, who report them to the police : it is thus they

ftudy the charadlers of the prifoners. In this caftle, all is

myftery, trick, artifice, fnare, and treachery. The officers,

attendants, turnkeys and valets often attempt to draw a man on
to fpeak againft the government, and then inform of all.

Sometimes a prifoner obtains permiffion of having books,

his watch, knife, and razors, and even paper and ink. He
may afk to fee the lieutenant of the policewhen he comes to

the Baftille. This officer commonly caufes prifoners to be
brought down fome days after their arrival. Sometimes he
goes to vifit them in their chambers j efpecially the ladies.

B 2 When
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When the lieutenant of the police fees a prifoner, the con'-

verfation turns upon the caufe of his confinement. He fome-

times afks for written and figned declarations. In general,

as much circumfpedion fhould be ufed in thefe conferences,

as in the examination itfelf, fmce nothing that a perfon may
have faid or written is forgot.

When a prifoner wants to tranfmit any thing to the lieute-

nant of the police, it is always by means of the major. Notes

may be fent to this officer by the turnkeys. A perfon is never

anticipated in any thing—he muft afk for every thing ; even

for permiffion to be fhaved. This office is performed by the

furgeon ; who alfo furnilhes fick or indifpofed prifoners with

fugar, cofFee, tea, chocolate, confedlions, and the neceffary

remedies.

The time for walking is an hour a day ; fometimes an hour

in the morning, and an hour in the evening, in the great

court.

A prifoner may be interrogated a few days after his entrance

into the Baftille ; but frequently this is not done till after fome

weeks. Sometimes he is previoufly informed of the day when this

is to be done ; often he is only acquainted with it the moment

he is brought down to the council-chamber. This commiffion

of interrogatory is executed by the lieutenant of the police, a

counfcllor of ftate, a mafter of requefts, a counfellor or a

commiffioner of the Chatelet. When the lieutenant of the

police does not himfelf interrogate, he ufually comes at the

end of the examination.

Thefe commiffioners are purely paffive beings. Frequently

they attempt to frighten a prifoner : they lay fnares for him,

and employ the meaneft artifices to get a confeffion from him.

They pretend proofs, exhibit papers v/ithout fuffering him to

read them, aflerting that they are inftfuments of unavoidable

conviilion. Their interrogatories are always vague. They

turn not only on the prifoner's words and actions, but on his

mofl: fecret thoughts, and on the difcourfe and conduct of

perfons of his acquaintance whom it is wifhed to bring into

queftion.

The examiners tell a prifoner that his life is at ftake

;

that this day his fate depends upon himfelf 3 that if he

will
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will make a fair declaration, they are authorifed to promife

him a fpeedy releafe, but if he refufes to confefs, he will be

given up to a fpecial commiflion ; that they are in pofleflion

of decifive documents, of authentic proofs, more than fufficient

to ruin him ; that his accomplices have difcovered all ; that

the government has unknown refources of which he can have

no fufpicion. They fatigue prifoners by varied and infinitely

multiplied interrogatories. According to the pcrfons, they

employ promifes, carefles, and menaces. Sometimes they ufe

jnfults, and treat the unhappy fufferers with an infolence that

fills up the meafure of that tyranny of which they are the bafe

inftruments.

If the prifoner makes the required confeflion, the com-

mifiioners then tell him that they have no precife authority for

his enlargement, but that they have every reafon to expedl it

;

that they are going to folicit it, &c. The prifoner's con-

feffions, far from bettering his condition, give occafion to new
interrogatories, often lengthen his confinement, draw in the

perfons with whom he has had connexions, and expofe himfelf

to new vexations.

In certain cafes, the inJiruSliom are drawn up by com-
miflioners of the parliament, who hold their feffions at the

Hotel du Gouvernement^ or at the arfenal. They never enter

the infide of the Baftille. The difference which the miniftry

make between them, and the members of the council, or of

the Chatelet, is, that the latter are Royalijis^ the others

Parliamentarians. The royalifts only are admitted within thefe

precindts j the others never fet their foot in them.

Prifoners never receive any vifits from perfons without, till

the inJlru£iion is completed. In order to obtain this favour

after the interrogatories, it muft be requefted v/ith importunity

and prrfeverance, and muft be folicited by powerful friends

without. A prifoner may afk for a longer time for walking,

the privilege of walking on the towers or in the garden, of

reading the newfpapers and journals, of being aflbciated with

perfons of their acquaintance, if there are any confined, and

being allowed to eat and walk together. For all thefe, petitions

muft be written to the lieutenant of the police, and the governor.

Many perfons confined on account of the affairs of Canada,

IS 3 had
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had permiffion to fee each other. During the time of walking

in the garden or on the towers, prifoners are always accom-

panied by under-oiBcers of the invalids. Even the ftafF-ofiicers

often accompany thofe of a certain rank. In winter, they

have them brought into the hall where they ufually fit, and

fometimes vifit them in thejr chambers. The governor alfo

vifits prifoners, efpecially when they are recommended to him.

Gonverfations with all thefe officers ought to be well guarded,

fince every thing is obferved and told.

Great precautions are taken to prevent prifoners from per-

ceiving or meeting each other, or being feen by ftrangers who
are admitted to vifit any one. If during the time of walking

in the court any perfon happens to pafs through, the prifoner

is taken into one of the clofets on the level with the court,

and not fuffered to leave it till the perfon is gone. Pri-

foners are always locked up while in their chambers. The
doors are opened only at the hours of mafs, of walking, or of

vifiting ; and they are fliut immediately after.

In order to vifit a prifoner, a written permiffion muft be had

from the lieutenant of the police. This is commonly in a letter

addreffed to the king's lieutenant, or the major. The number

and duration of the vifits are always fixed in it. Thefe vifits

are always received in prefence of the officers or turnkeys,

that the prifoners may fay or hear nothing interefting. The
vifitor is on one fide of the chamber ; the perfon vifited, on

the other ; and the ofificer or turnkey, in the middle. This is

the invariable rule. It is never permitted to fpeak of the caufe

of a prifoner's confinement, or of any thing which may have

any relation to it.

For a prifoner to receive vifits without witnefl'es, a permifiion

from the minifl:er and the lieutenant of the police is requifite,

which is fcarcelv ever obtained. The officers of the ftaff are

entirely fuborai&Le : they can grant a prifoner nothing without

the exprefs authority of the minifter, through the lieutenant of

the police. Every day the major gives an account in writing

to the lieutenant of the police of the ftate of the prifoners,

of the vifits they have received, of every thing important that

has been faidj heard, or done in the caftle.

Although
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Although there are rules for all occafions, yet every thing

is fubje£l to exceptions arifing from influence, recommenda-

tions, proteftion, intrigue, &c. becaufe the firft principle in

this place is arbitrary will. Very frequently, perfons confined

on the fame account are treated very differently, according as

their recommendations are more or lefs confiderable.

There is a library, founded by a foreign prifoner who died

in the Baftille at the beginning of the prefent century. Some

prifoners obtain leave to go to it j others, to have the books

carried to their chambers.

The falfeft things are told the prifoners with an air of

fmcerity and concern. " It is very unfortunate that the king

'* has been prejudiced againft you. His majefty cannot hear

" your name mentioned without being irritated. The affair

*' for which you have loft your liberty is only a pretext—they

" had defigns againft you before—you have powerful enemies."

Thefe difcourfes are the etiquette of the place.

It would be in vain for a prifoner to aik leave to write to

the king—he can never obtain it.

The perpetual and moft infupportable torment of this cruel

and odious inquifition, are vague, indeterminate, falfe or

equivocal promifes, inexhauftible and conftantly deceitful

hopes of a fpecdy releafe, exhortations to patience, and blind

conjectures, of which the lieutenant of the police and officers

are very lavifli.

To cover the odium of the barbarities exercifed here, and

llacken the zeal of relations or patrons, the moft abfurd and

contradictory flanders againft a prifoner are frequently pub-

liflied. The true caufes of imprifonment, and real obftacles

to releafe, are concealed. Thefe refources, which are infinitely

varied, are inexhauftible.

There is a great clofet, filled with very large- nceffes, divided

into cafes, ticketted with the ««///i^rj of all tne' apartments of

the caftle. The effedts of each prifoner are depofited in the

cafe correfponding to the num.ber of his chamber.

At the arrival of each prifoner, there is entered in a book

his name and rank, the number of the apartment he is to

occupy, and the catalogue of his effects depofited in the cafe

of the fame number. The book is then prefented to the

prifoner to fign.

B4. The
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The book of dlfcharge contains the form of an oath and

proteftation of fubmiflion, refpeft, fidelity, love, and gratitude

to the king J an aiTurance that the aftions which have brought

the prifoner into trouble were the efFe<3: of error alone ; an

acknowledgment of thanks that his majefty has not delivered

him to commijfioners extraordinary j and a promife to reveal

nothing that he has feen or heard during his abode in the

Baftille. This form, which every prifoner is obliged to fign

before his difmiffion, contains alfo a receipt for his jewels,

money, and other effe6ls.

A third book in fheets contains the names of all the prifon-

ers, and the rate of their expenfe. A copy of this book pafTes

every month under the minifter's infpeftion.

The account of the particulars of the daily expenfe is only

for the eyes of the governor, and the mafter-cook his fteward :

the major does not infpefl it.

The fourth book is an immenfe folio, or rather a feries of

loofe fheets, which augments every day. Thefe fheets are

contained in a very large port-folio of morocco, with a lock

and key, which is befides enclofed in a double pafteboard cafe.

They are divided into columns, each having printed titles.

Column I. Names and ranks of prifoners.

II. Dates of prifoners arrival at the caflle.

III. Names of fecretaries of flate who have ilTued

the orders.

I V . Dates of prifoners difcharge.

V. Names of fecretaries of Itate who have figned

orders for releafe.

VI. Caufes of the confinement of prifoners.

VII. Obfervations and remarks.

The major fills the fixth column according to the informa-

tion he may have, and the lieutenant of the police gives him

infl:ru61:ions when he pleafes, and how he pleafes. The feventh

column contains an hiftorical relation of the aitions, charadlers,

lives, manners, and ends of prifoners. Thefe two columns are

a kind of fecret memoirs, the matter and truth of which

depend on the juft or falfe judgment, the good or bad inclina-

tion, of the major and the king's commilfary. Many prifoners

have no note under thefe columns.
This
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This book Is the Invention of the Sieur Chevalier, prefent

major, who has had the charge of writing the fecret hiftory of

this caftle from its foundation. He has gone as high as the

difcovcries he could maicc from the repofitory of the archives.

When a fheet is finifhed, it enters this repofitory, where all

is preferved for pofterity. There is a keeper of the archives

appointed.

Further, in a regifter are collected all the orders ever given

and addrefled to the governor of the Baftille, all letters from

minifl^ers and from the police. The collection is made with

care, and every thing may be found when wanted.

As foon as a prifoner is conduiSted to the Baftille, the

miniller who has figned the order, and the king's commifTary,

are informed by the major of his arrival. In many cafes,

this officer is before-hand apprized of the arrival of prifoners.

Often a particular letter from the king's commifTary delivers

in a prifoner by anticipation, and he afterwards fends the

king's order to the major, who pundually returns him his

letter.

When a prifoner who Is known and protected has entirely

loft his health, and his life is thought in danger, he is always

fent out. The miniftry do not choofe that perfons well

known fhould die in the Baftille.* If a prifoner does die there,

he is interred in the parilh of St. Paul, under the name of a

domeftic j and this falfity is written in the regifter of deaths,

in order to deceive pofterity. There is another regifter in

which the true names of the deceafed are entered ; but it is not

without great difficulty that extracts can be procured from it.

The commiflary of the Baftille muft firft be informed of the

ufe the family intends to make of the extradt.

There are in this caftle large magazines, called the depots.

In thefe are locked up books which have been feized, or the

publication of which is ftopped.

Whenever the king's commiflary (lieutenant of the police)

or a minifter enters the caftle of the Baftille, the guard makes

a lane for him, and falutes, and the great gates are opened.

* Some prifoners liave perldied in the Baftille by fecret methods 5 but inftances

of this are rare.

The
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The fame ceremonial is obferved towards the marfhals of

France. Thefe laft alone can enter the caftle with their

fwords on. The dukes and peers have pretended a right to the

fame diftinftion. The Memoire des Prefidens a Moriier du

Parlement de Paris prefented to the regent duke of Orleans

in lyiy? makes mention of it.

No carriages are admitted into the interior part of the caftle,

but fuch as bring prifoners, or take them away to other caftles

or prifons.

M. de Renneville,* who was confined in the Baftille eleven

years and a month, left it i6th June 17 13, and retired

to England, where he compofed two volumes entitled, Uln-

quifition Froncoife^ ou Hijloire de la Baftille. His book was

dedicated to George I. king of England. Thefe two volumes

were printed in twelves, by Stephen Roger at Amfterdam,

in 1 7 15, and were tranflated into Engliih and Flemifti. This

interefting work is become very rare. It contains the hiftory

of different prifoners with whom M. de Renneville had occa-

fion to be acquainted, during his long abode in this caftle.

The defcription he gives of places is conformable to the ac-

counts juft given ; but the regulations of this horrible inqui-

fition have been changed fmce the beginning of this century.

* Rene-Augufte Conftantln-de Renneville, the youngeft of twelve brothers, all

Itiilitary men, feven of whom had been killed in battles for their country, was

born at Caen, of a family of diftindion originally from the province of Anjou.

After having ferved in quality of an officer, he was fent to feveral foreign courts

to negociate affairs of importance. On his return to France, he was firft com-

miffary to M. de Chamillard. Secret enemies fucceeded in rendering him fuf-

pefted, and he was fliut up in the Baftille. Although no charge was found againft

him, he was however confined eleven years and a month (from May 16, 1702, to

June 16, 1713.) He affirms that he could never difcover the caufe of his impri-

fonment. On his arrival at the caftle, he v/as confined in the firft: chamber of the

Tour du Coin, where Henry de Montmorency duke of Luxemburgh, and the

marftials Biron and Baffompiere had been lodged. It was in the fame chamber

that M. le Maitre-de Saci, put in the Baftille May 14, 1666 (where he was kept

for two years) wrote the greateft part of his tranflation of the Bible. M. de

Renneville cultivated polite literature and poetry. His hiftory is interfperfed

with fragments, which the beft poets of his time would not difavow.

AN EC-
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ANECDOTES.

I.

C>HARLES de Gontault duke of Biron, peer, admiral, and

mar/hal of France, governor of Breft, though loaded with fa-

vours by Henry IV. treated with the enemies of the ftate (the

Spaniards, and the duke of Savoy) who flattered him with the

the promife of the dutchy of Burgundy eredted into a fove-

reignty, and Franche-Comte, as a dowry with a daughter of

the king of Spain, or of the duke of Savoy. Henry IV. having

difcovered the confpiracy, fpoke of it to Biron, who denied

his crime with obftinacy. The parliament of Paris drew up

his procefs. He was found guilty of high treafon againft his

country and his fovereign, and was condemned by an arret of

29th July 1602, to lofe his head, which was put in execution

the 31ft of the fame month, in the inner court of the

Baftille. The iron hooks which held his fcafFold are ftill in

the walls. It was fo contrived, that he walked to it on a plat-

form from his chamber. He was forty years of age at his

death; and was interred in the parifh of St. Paul. There are

manufcript copies of the Trial of Charles de Gotitault due de

Biron, in the royal library, and in thofe of St. Germain-des

Pres, and of the city of Paris.

II.

Francis de Baflbmpierre, marfhal of France, born April 2,

1579, always fignalized himfelf by his valour and good con-

dudl. His high reputation giving umbrage to cardinal Rich-

lieu, this minifter caufed him to be fhut up in the Baftille,

Feb. 25, 1 63 1. Baffompierre did not recover his liberty till

January 19, 1643, ^' ^^^ ^^^ of twelve years after the death of

his enemy. He compofed his Memoirs in prifon, and died in

1646.

III.
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III.

In 1674, the baggage of Louis chevalier de Rohan, grand

huntfman of France, having been taken and rummaged in a

fkirmifhjfome letters were found which caufed a fufpicion that he

had treated with the Englifh for the furrender of Havre-de Grace.

He was arrefted and put intotheBaftille. TheSieurdelaTuande-

rie, his agent, concealed himfelf. The proof was not fufficient.

A commiflion was named to proceed againft the accufed for

treafon. La Tuanderie was difcovered at Rouen : an attempt

was made to arreft him, but he fired on the afTailants, and

obliged them to kill him on the fpot. Perfons attached to the

chevalier de Rohan went every evening round the Baftille,

crying through a fpeaking trumpet, La Tuanderie is dead, and

has faid nothing i
but the chevalier did not hear them. The

commiflioners, not being able to get any thing from him, told

him, " that the king knew all ; that they had proofs, but
*' only wifhed for his own confeffion ; and that theywere autho-

" rifed topromife him pardon if he would declare the truth." The
chevalier, too credulous, confeffed the whole. Then the per-

fidious commiflioners changed their language. They faid,

*' that with refpedl to the pardon, they could not anfwer for it,

*' but that they had hopes of obtaining it, and would go and

" folicit it." This they troubled themfelves little about, and

condemned the criminal to lofe his head. He was conduced

on a platform to the fcafFold, by means of a gallery raifed to

the height of the window of the armoury in the arfenal,

which looks towards the little fquare at the end of the riie des

Tournelles. He was beheaded on November 27th, 1674. His

trial is in the royal library. See alfo Mhnoires du Marquis

de Beauveau, Colog. 1688. p. 407.

IV.

The jefuits of the college of Clermont, in the riie St. "Jaques,

Paris, having, this fame year (1674) invited the king

(Louis XIV.) to honour with his prefence a tragedy to be per-

formed by their fcholars, that prince accepted the invitation.

Thefe able courtiers took care to infert in the piece feveral

ftrokes of flattery, with which the monarch, greedy of fuch

incenfe.
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incenfe, was greatly pleafed. When the reiStor of the college

was condufling the king home, a nobleman in the train ap-

plauded the fuccefs of the tragedy. Louis faid, " Do you
wonder at it ? this is my college." The jcfuits did not lofe a

word of this. The very fame night they got engraved in large

golden letters on black marble, Collegium Ltidovici Magni, in-

ftead of the former infcription which wafr placed beneath the

name of Jefus on the principal gate of the college (Collegium

Claromontanum Societatis Jefus) ; and in the morning the new
infcription was put up in place of the old one. A young fcho-

lar of quality, aged thirteen, who was witnefs to the zeal of

the reverend fathers, made the two following verfes, which he
polled up at night on the college gate.

Abfiulit hinc Jefumy pofuitqiie infignia Regis

Impia gens : alium non colit ilia Deum.

The jefuits did not fail to cry o\xt facrilege : the young au-

thor was difcovered, taken up, and put into the Baftille. The
implacable fociety caufed him, as a matter of favour, to be

condejnned to perpetual imprifonment ; and he was transferred

to the citadel of the ifle Sainte Marguerite. Several years after,

he was brought back to the Baftille. In 1705, he had been a

prifoner thirty-one years. Having become heir to all his

family, who poftefled great property, the jefuit Riquelet, then

confeflbr of the Baftille, remonftrated to his brethren on the

neceflity of rcftoring the prifoner to liberty. The golden

fhower which forced the tower of Dana'e, had the fame efFe»3:

on the caftle of the Baftille. The jefuits made a merit with

the prifoner of the protedlion they granted him ; and this man
of rank, whofe family would have become extindl without the

aid of the fociety, did not fail to give them extenfive proofs of

his gratitude. M. de Renneville's Preface, p. 46—48.

V.

The famous Baftille prifoner, known by the name of the

man in the iron mafk, was lodged in the chamber called the

third Bertaudiere. Nothing was refufed him that he afked for

:

he had the choiceft food ; and the governor never fat down in

his prefence. He was obliged always to wear an iron mafk;

and



[ 24 1,

and was forbidden on pain of death to make himfelf known.

Thefe circumftances have given rife to various conjectures.

The author of the Memoire$fecrets pourfervir a VHiJimre de Perfe

pretends that the Count de Vermandois, natural fon of Louis

XIV. and Mademoifelle de la Valiere, and greatly beloved by

his father; nearly of the fame age with the dauphin, but of

a charadter very oppofite to his ; had forgot himfelf fo far

one day, as to give the dauphin a box on the ear—that this

aflion becoming public, the king had fent him to the army,

and given orders to a confidant foon after his arrival to fpread

a report that he was feized with the plague, in order to keep

people from him, and afterwards to report him as dead ; and

while a fplendid funeral was made for him in the fight of the

whole army, to conduct him with the utmoft fecrecy to the

citadel of the ifle Sainte Marguerite -^ which was done—that

the Count de Vermandois was releafed from this citadel only

to be removed to the Baftille (in 1700) when Louis XIV. gave

the government of this caftle to St. Mars, commandant of the

ifle, as a return for his fidelity. The fame author adds, that the

Count de Vermandois one day engraved- his name on the bottom

of a plate with the point of a knife—that a domeftic having dif-

covered it, thought to make his court and obtain a reward by

carrying the plate to the commandant—but that the poor wretch

was deceived ; for they got rid of him immediately, in order to

prevent the fecret from being divulged. Although thefe Secret

Memoirs had been publifhed nine years before the firft edition of

UHiJioire du Steele de Louis XIV. as M. Clement remarks,* yet

M. de Voltaire has advanced that all the hiftorians who wrote

before him were ignorant of this fait. He relates it fomewhat

differently, without naming the Count de Vermandois. He
fays, that the Marquis deLouvois paying a vifit to this unknown
prifoner at the ifle Sainte Marguerite^ fpoke to him ftanding,

and in a manner demonftrative of refpeil—that he died at the

Baftille in 1704, and was interred at night in the parifh of

St. Paul.

The author of the Philippics (M. de la Grange-Chancel)

in his Lettre a M. Frcron, pretends that this prifoner was the

* Les c'mq AnrJes Lii/raires, Lettre XCIX, du 1 Mai 1752. Tom. II. .

Duke
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Duke of Beaufort, who was faid to have been killed at the

fiege of Candy, and whofe body could not be found. The
caufe of the duke's imprifonmcnt, he fuppofes to have been

his reftlefs fpirit, the part he took in the tumults at Paris

in the time of the Fronde, and his oppofition, as admiral, to

the defigns of the minifter Colbert in the marine department.

M. Poullain-de Saintfoy combats all tbefe opinions refpe6l-

ing the man in the iron majk. He places ftill later the time of

the confinement of this prifoner to the citadel of the ifle Sainte

Marguerite, which M. de Voltaire has fixed at 1661, M. de

la Grange-Chancel at 1669, and the author of the Memoires

Secrets at the end of 1683. M. de Saintfoy afTures us, that

this unknown prifoner was the Duke of Monmouth, fon of

Charles II. king of England, and Lucy Walters ; who after

forming a party in Dorfetihire where he was proclaimed king,

and attacking the royal army, was defeated, taken, and brought

to London, where he was confined in the Tower, and con-

demned to be beheaded on July 15, 1685. This writer adds,

that a report was current at the time, that an officer in the

duke of Monmouth's army, extremely like him in perfon,

who was made prifoner along with him, had the courao-e to

fufFer in his ftead. He cites Mr. Hume, and the Amours of
Charles II. and James II. kings of England ; and remarks, in

order to give credit to his opinion, that James II. havino-

reafon to fear feme revolution which might reftore the duke of

Monmouth to liberty, thought that though he fhould grant

him his life, he might do it without hazard by fending him
into France.

The jefuit Henry Griffet, who was a long time confeflbr to

the prifoners in the Baftille,* who had turned over all the

moft fccret papers of the archives of this caftle, and had

doubtlefs feen the mortuary regifter which is kept in this

depofitary, has written a very folid Dijfertation on this hiftorical

problem. This jefuit does not aflert that the man in the iron

The jefuits, after becoming confeflbrs to kings, did not fall to place one of

their fraternity in the port of confeflbr to the Ballille. This office, of little im-

portance in other hands, was in theirs a means of making difcoveries which

entered into the profound views of their infernal policy. Thus it became here-

ditary in their fociety,

maJk
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fnajk was the Count de Vermandois, but he collects many

probable reafons in favour of this opinion ; and his fufFrage in

this matter appears of great weight.

VI.

The depolitary in the Baftille contains many trunks of

papers of the late Duke of Vendome,* which relate to his

hiftory, and that of the wars of Spain, Italy, and Flanders.

Thefe were taken from his natural fon, who was his legatee,

and who being fufpecSled of having compofed the pamphlet

entitled Les tro'is Maries (les trois Maillys) was ftiut up firft

in the Baftille, and afterwards removed to Vincennes, where

he died. Thefe papers are kept in a moift place, where they

will in a fhort time be decayed or worm-eaten, and pofterity

will be deprived of thefe precious materials, which are the

only ones of their kind.

VII.

The Sieur Vaillant, a virtuous prleft, but, unfortunately

for himfelf, an appellant from the too famous bull, was

kept in the Baftille from 1728 to 1731 j and was impri-

foned there again in 1734. Some enthufiaftical or deluded

perfons publiflied that *' this prieft was the prophet Elias,

lately defcended from heaven—that he was in the Baftille, but

would be miraculoufly delivered from it, and would be put to

death." Thefe people were called Vall'ianiijls. The vexations

he was made to undergo, and his aufterities, had heated his

brain. For fome time he thought himfelf really the prophet

Elias. He expelled to fee himfelf one day carried off in a

fiery whirlwind j and plainly declared as much to the ftaff-

* Louls-Jofeph due de Vendome, de Mercoeur, d'Etampes, & de Penthievre,

general of the galleys, grand-fenefchal, and governor of Provence, born July 30,

1654, was viceroy, and generaliffimo of the armies of Catalonia and Spain from

3685 to the beginning of this century. In 1702, he was removed to the command

of the armies in Italy, where he beat prince Eugene and the Imperialifts ; and in

1707, he made a campaign in Flanders. He returned three years afterwards

into Spain, where he died at Vinaros, June 11, 1712.^ This man, famous for

his military exploits, who was great- grandfon to Henry IV. left no other ifTue

than a natural fon, whom he made his legatee.

officers.
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oflScers. On January 26, 1739, his chimney took fire, and

he imagined himfelf at the inftant of his tranflation ; but

the fire was extinguifhed, and he remained under lock and key

as before. He then thought himfelf obliged to declare very

ferioufly in writing to the Sieur Herault, lieutenant of the

police, that " he, Vaillant, was in no fenfe the prophet Elias;

that he did not reprefent him, nor had even any miffion to

announce him, or to adl or fpeak in his name." Long folitude

had impaired his faculties. Having entered the chapel one

Sunday to hear mafs, he took poffeffion of the decorations,

put on the albe and chafuble, and began mafs. Help was

called for. The major comes, and tries to interrupt the prieft,

who goes on : the major oppofes—the prieft refills—and the

two champions feize each other by the collar. This fcene

for ever deprived the prifoner of the liberty of attending mafs.

He was afterwards removed to Vincennes, where he died.

viir.

Count Lally was near three years in the Baftille. He
was of a violent temper. One of his favourite fentiments

was, " that he knew no pleafure fweeter than that of revenge,

which was truly the pleafure of gods. " He faid, *' the

parliament will judge me according to the greateft rigour of

the laws, but the king will (hew me favour, and will commute

my punifliment." He was permitted to have a fecretary,

whom he made wretched by his conftant harfhnefs. One day,

this fecretary, having perceived in the great court a mafs of

coagulated blood, which had been thrown there through

negligence after a perfon had been blooded, was feized with

a fit of terror, thought himfelf on the point of being executed,

and loft his fenfes. He was removed to Charenton.

The major of the Baftille had orders to condufl Count Lally

to the palace for the laft examination. The firft prefident

ordered this officer to take from him the ribband of his order,

and the other marks of his dignity. He refufed, and it was

done by the tipftaffs. When tlie Count was brought back

to the Baftille, the liberty of walking and vifiting was taken

C from
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from him. The officers relieved each other in attendance

upon him. His fentence was not pat in execution till three

or four days after it had been pronounced. During this time,

his relations drove about in a carriage towards the gate St.

Antoine^ and made fignals before his window for him to cut

his throat ; but the prifoner, concentrated in himfelf, never

caft his eyes that way, and thus left the hangman to do what

he would otherwife have prevented him in. The major had

in charge to carry him back to the Conciergerie, and to fpend

in his chamber the night of horror preceding his execution.

There he was reconciled to this officer, for whom he had

conceived an averfion. The next day, M. Pafquier, coun-

fellor to the parliament,, faid to him, " the king is full of

goodnefs, and will certainly fhew favour to you, if you will

declare what you know concerning your two accomplices, &c.'*

Lally upon this flew into a rage, treated M. Pafquier as a

traitor, poured out the grofleft abufe againft him, and uttered

the moft horrible imprecations and blafphemies. The magif-

trate ordered that he fhould be gagged. Soon after, the con-

feflbr came, and the gag was taken out. He appeared to

recolledl himfelf, drew out a pair of compaffes which he had

concealed, and prefled flrongly upon them, with the intent

of deftroying himfelf. On being perceived, he was difarmed

;

when he faid with an execration, " I have miffed my blow." The

furgeon found the wound very flight. At length he compofed

himfelf, and was confefl'ed. He was executed in May 1766.

Count Lally's family had colleiled all the circumflances of

the execution of the Duke of Biron, and in vain folicited the

repetition of them. The family was lefs earneft to fave the

perfon of the criminal, thg,n to recover the immenfe fums he

had remitted to England.

M. de Voltaire has lately publiflied Fragmens fur VInde, in

which he re-judges before his own tribunal the caufe of Count

Lally, in order to cenfure the arret which condemned him.

We behold with a contempt mixed with indignation, that this

old man, who boafl:s of loving the truth beyond every thing,

and who gives the mofl: fecret informations on the trial,

as if he had feen the mofl circumftantial memorials, has

only
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only touched upon the pleas offered by the condemned party

in his juftification. This is fufficient to give M. de Vol-

taire a handle for declaiming againft the parliament of Paris,

and for reproaching them at random with occurrences of two

hundred years ftanding, even as far back as the arret infavour

of Ar\JlQtle\ without having the good fenfe to refleft, that all

honeft minds would revolt againft that iniquitous bafenefs,

which takes advantage of the difperfion and exile of this

body, the vidims of their patriotifm, in order to infult them

without fliame. This is indeed the afs's kick, according to

the remark of the Gazette Literaire de V Europe, for the

year 1773.

THE END.
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