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PREFACE.

I is to be regretted, that amidst the numerous
publications issuing from the press, so few re.
late to the topography of our own country;
and, more particularly, as almost every town in
Scotland has shared in the public events of
former times. There are few people who are
not attached to their native place; and, al-
though not so interesting to the generality of
readers, yet to those who reside, or who have re-
sided, in the town now described, it is hoped the
following sketch will not appear uninteresting.
The environs of Kelso have been universally
admired for the beauty of their scenery; and
few districts of the kingdom are so remarkable
for events of military fame as the county in
which it is situated. It is therefore matter of
surprise, that while the pen of the topographer
has been employed in giving consequence to
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places much inferior in interest, no account of
this celebrated spot has yet been offered to the
public.

The beauty of the surrounding country na-
turally draws a number of strangers to this quar-
ter, and the want of some account of the place
has been much felt. To supply this defect, the
present work was undertaken; and the author
has only to regret it has not fallen into more
able hands. He is quite aware of his inability
to undertake such a task; but he has endea-
voured to give a faithful account of the various
important events that occurred. The descrip-
tion and history of the monastery of Kelso,
“(which for magnificence ranked in the first class
of our ancient ecclesiastical establishments,)
have been principally drawn up from rare and
valuable documents; and the notices of the
_ several Abbots, with the rental of the Abbey,
must be received with some portion of favour
both by the general reader and the antiquary.

To the lovers of Scottish history, the con-
nected account of the ancient town and castle
of Roxburgh, and of the various events of which
they were the theatre, will not, it is hoped, be
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found destitute of interest ; and as the princi-
pel events in this quarter arose out of the gene-
ral affairs of the kingdom, so the sketch here
given 'embraces a survey of almost every politi-
cal and military transaction during the most
important period of our national history. Par-
ticular attention has been paid to the descrip-
tion of the town of Kelso, its manners, customs,
trade, the noblemen and gentlemen’s seats in
the vicinity; and a brief sketch of the lives of
the most eminent men born in the county has
likewise been subjoined.

To render the work more complete, neither
labour nor expense has been spared: every
work on Scottish history, worthy of credit, has
been diligently consulted, and the different re-
lations of the same occurrences (in many in-
stances discordant, especially as to dates), have
been carefully compared ; reconciled where it
was possible, and, where this could not be ef-
fected, the grounds of the existing discrepan-
cies have been explained in copious notes. To
the whole is added an Appendix, comprising
various authentic and official documents, illus-
trative of the circumstances noticed in the text,
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The author is sufficiently aware, that imany
faults of method and style may be discovered
in the course of the work; but as he only as-
pires to the humble character of a faithful com-
piler; he ventures to hope, that the candid read-
er will be disposed to treat them with some de-
gree of indulgence.

Advocates L‘brm-y, August 25, 1825,
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INTRODUCTION.

Ir the description of towns be either useful or interest-
ing, few places in Scotiand can prefer strongeér claims
to' the attention of the topographer than the town of
Kelso. - The events of former ages, combined with-the
local cireumstances of the place, give to it a varied and
prominent importance, both to the antiquary and:the
statist. This town, and its immediate neighbourhood,
have been illustrated by many remarkable events in the
ancient history of our country, the remembrance of
which, cannot fail to.associate the scene: of their ocour-
rence with sentiments of peculiar.interest. ‘

. Of the origin of Kelso nothing is known. It is not
until the reign of David I. that we find mention made
of such a place, although it is sufficiently manifest, that
even at this early period, it was accounted of consider-
able importance.

No town in Scotland has ever been known under a
greater variety of appellations, all derived from the
same original, than the town of Kelso; and there is
scarcely an ancient author who mentions that place,
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who designates it by the same name. According to the
most early accounts, we find this town denominated
Calceo, Calcoe, Calko, Calcehon, Calcon, Calonia, Cal-
covia, Kalcehgh, Kalgo, Kalgho Knle]mw .Kelceo, Kel-
con, Kelchou, Kelhou, Kelchehon, Kilchow, Kelcou, and
Kelsow. The etymology of its ancient name is quite un-
certain, but the most probable derivation of it is from
an eminence near the Tweed, called the Chalk-heugh,*
and whieh contained a quantity of gypsum, and other
caloancqus matter. Calr, in the Latin language, sig-
nifying chalk or lime, and calc, in the Jrish or Celtic,
a8 well as the Teutonic tongues, means the same ; and
faw, 8 hill or height. Calchow is therefore evidently
* ¢ranslated by Chalk-height, or Chalk-heugh.t

* This place, which was formerly a dry and barren rock, possess-
ing a wild and romantic appearance, bas assumed of Jate a very dif-
ferent aspect Some years ago, it was projected to throw the whole
-of this eminence into gardens, a plan not only useful in itself, but
conducing likewise to the geperal embellishment of the neighbour-
ing scenery. The late Miss Paton of KeJso was the first to set the
example, which was soon followed by the other proprietors. A wall
is now carried along the whale hase-of the height ; and the gardens
on the face- of it, frem their sloping du-ectlon, and the tasteful man-
ner in which they are laid out, produce an imposing effect.

+ Chalmers’-Caledonia.



HISTORY OF KELSO.

PARISH—AGRICULTURE.

TrE parish of Kelgo, in the county of Roxburgh
or Teviatdale, exhibits the dppearance of an irregnlar
triangle, .extending from north to south 4} miles in
length ; about the same in breadth from east to west,
and contains a surface of nearly 6000 acres.* It is
beantifully situated on both sides of the rivers T'weed
and Teviot, which unite at the town of Kelso; the
former dividing the parish into two equal parts. It
is bounded, on the morth and east, by the parishes of
Earlston, Ednam, and Sproustoun, (the last separates
it from Northumberland ;) on the south, by the parish
of Roxburgh; and on the west, by the parish of Ma-
kerston.

* The present parish of Kelso was formerly divided into the three
parishes of Kelso proper, St James, and Maxwell. The parish of St
James lay between the two rivers, the parish of Maxwell to the
south-east, and the parish of Kelso on the north and west of both
rivers. The ancient parish of Kelso belonged to the bishopric of
St Andrews, and the parishes of Roxburgh and Maxwell to the Epis-
capsl see of Glasgow ; the Tweed being here the boundary of the
two bishoprics.—CmaLMERS, vol. IL. p. 186.
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In the northern part of the parish the surface is ge-
nerally level ; but, in the southern, it abounds in hills,
which,: thougfl mostly arable, are better daiculated for
pasture; and considerable herds of black cattle and
sheep are annually reared.

The soil, for an extensive range, on the banks of

the Tweed and Teviot, is a rich, deep loam, on a bot-
tom of fine gravel ; and the system of agriculture here
practised seldom fails in producing early and plenti-
ful'crops. In ‘the north-west the soil is eomposed of a
“wet clay, and in the south it is thin and wet, on a red
‘aluminous bottom ; consequently the crops in these dis-
-triets are considerably later than those on the finer
'gmund

" Fhe’ 1mpro'7emenes recently made in agriculture are

/nowhere more conspicuous than in this parish. Pre-
‘Vious to°the:general introduction of lime and marl as a
:manuvre, the genéral return to the farmer barely com-
- pengdted him for his labour, especially on the cold and
tiwet Boild ; but since their introduction, things have
-¢hanged miaterially for the better.

Formerly the practice was to portion out the lands

.into six equal parts, each of which in succession re-
ce1ved a summer fallow ; this was followed by crops of
‘wheat; barley, oats, pease, then oats or wheat, and af-
‘terwards' they were either laid out in pasture, of again
fallowed, each portion receiving, on itsbeing first plough-
»ed up, the whole dung of ‘the farm. - The consequence
was, that often after the first, and gexierally after the
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second year, the crops were-very deficient ; but adcord-
ing to the improved system, by which the fotation of
crops is:limited to four, including turnip or’ potatoes;
(which had not been introduced when the old method
was in'practice,) the land is kept clean, and in good cori-
dition, with far less expense. The system, however,
varies, in some degree, according to the differemce-iof
the soil, which, in spme places, being wholly clay, the
crops are restricted to wheat, pease or beans, barley
and oats, which are succeeded by fallow ; and in others;
where it is cold and wet, the first crop after the sum-
mer fallow is wheat, succeeded by hay, and then, if ndt
laid out in pasture, by oats.

The whole of the county of Boxbm'gh is excellently
adapted for cultivation; and in no part of Scotland
has agriculture attained to greater perfection : It may,
therefore, be interesting to the reader to give a short
sketch of its progress and improvement in this county,
from the earliest period we find it noticed in history.*

R ,

* Chalmers, in his Caledonia, speaking of the state of Scotlandin
more rude and barbarous times, has the following excellent remarks
on the progress of civilization and of agriculture, to the conclusion
of the 13th century.—* The Caledonian woods long gave shelter and
pasture to various animals which no longer exist within North Bri-
tain. Throughout many an age of rude society, hunting and pastu-
rage were the principal occupations, as'they were the principal sub-
sistence of a wretched people. Long after agriculture begen her ope-
rations, at the commencement of the twelfth century, the Scottish
woodlands furnished mast, and pasture, and harbour, to'numerous

herds of swine, droves of cattle, studs of horses, and flocks'of sheep.
The introduction of a new people, who possessed the hapits and the
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When the Romans entered this county in the first
century, they found it in its rude and natural state, co-
vered with impervious woods, and interminable wastes ;
and their conquests being merely a military occupa-

on, they did little, except in the vicinity of their
camps, for the improvement of the soil. The Saxons,
who invaded it after the departure of the Romans in
the fifth century, bestowed somewhat more attention on
husbandry, began to cut down the woods, and to culti-
vate the grounds. But it was not till the middle of the
9th century that we find anything like an approach to
civilization, when Ecgred, Bishop of Lidisfarn, built
the village of Jedworth. The next settlement in the
county, which is found on record, is Edenham, by

knowledge whick they had acquired in countries of more refinement,
gave unwonted energy, during the twelfth century, toall the pursuits
of an improving husbandry. The woods were now cleared away, and
villages were reared ; meadows were drained, and the fields were ma-
nured ; bay was preserved, and corn was cultivated; mills were
erected, malting was practised, and brewhouses were built in every
hamlet. During that period, the kings and earls, the bishops and
abbots, were the great farmers, who carried on their operations by
means of their eottars and villeyns. They reared numerous beasts
of every kind ; they cultivated corn of every sort, with such skill and
success as to be scarcely credible in modern times: Horticulture was
practised, and erchyards were planted. As the result of all these
georgical pursuits, we hear of the import and export of corn, amid
the frequent returns of scarcity and of famine. The rude produce of
the country, its wool, and skims and hides, were the articles of ex-
portation to more industrious countries, which supplied the Scottish
people with such taxuries as were then in vogue. Before the sad de-
mise of Alexander III., in 1286, they had acquired, under a bene-
ficent government, much happiness, plenty, and peace.”
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"Thor-Longus, a vassat of . Edgar, who cosiferted upon

him, by grant, Ednam, then a waste or desert ; which,

with his own followers, and at his own expense, he

commenced to improve, and built upon it a ehareh, &
myln, a malt-kyln and brewhouse, which in those rude .
times were the buildings first erected on the manors:
thus granted to a chief,

But although, even during the occupation of this
country by the Saxons, the lands were divided into cul-.
tivated and uncultivated ; it was not uatil the reign of
that munificent prince, David I., that a plan of syste-
matic cultivation was adopted. This wise and good
prince was not only a great husbandman himself, but
he was the spring and “ moving cause of husbandry in
others,” as he possessed numerous manors, with all the
necestary buildings, in every shire throughout the
kingdom. :

During the reign of his successor, Malcolm IV., we
find the cultivable land in this county surrounded with
hedges, and the wastes or meadows by ditehes ; and
we also find the first mention of s dairy, which was
established at Cumbesley by the monks of Melrose. In
this age, the nobles and chiefs pdid particular attention
to agriculture ; but the most intelligent, and perhaps the
most extensive, agriculturists of those tivnes, were the
monks, who were endowed with extensive territorial -
property in this shire.

Until this period the labour of cultnvman was per--
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formed by villeyns,* with the assistance of the cot-
tagers, for which they received.a certain portion. of
ground ; but the monks, who were reckoned the most
liberal masters, and who were ever forward to reward
their serfs for their good conduct, were the first to con-
vert their services into money ; so that, in progress of
time, these villeyns and cottagers were intrusted with
the cultivation of some husband lands, on paying rents,
and yielding services for their cottages and lands.

. The eivil discord and contention which took place on
the death of Alexander III., and which continued al-
most uneeasingly for nearly three centuries, not only

retarded improvement, but, in fact, destroyed agricul-
ture in this district, which was the principal theatre of
strife. From the accession of James to the English
throne, to the time of the Union, things were not in a
much better state ; and even when this great measute
was effected, so reduced were the Scottish landholders,
in .consequence -of the long-continued factions, broils,
and civil wars which had devastated the country, that
they were possessed ‘neither of skill nor of capital to
enable them to take advantage of the internal quiet and
security which ensued.

Encumbered with such’ difficulties, it is not surpri-
sing that a long time should elapse before the vigorous

* The term villeyn signifies one who was bound to his lord as a

member belonging and joined to a manor, of which the lord was
owner.—BaiLgy.
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practice of improved hushandry was general in-this or.
any other county. “ The practice of draining, inclosing,
summer-fallowing, sowing .flax, hemp, rape, turnip,
and grass seeds, was introduced by Dr Joha Rutber-
ford, about 1740 ;” but a regular system of cropping
was not adopted till 1753, when Mr Dawson, an enter-
prizing and skilful farmer, began turnip husbandry,
and his example has been generally and successfully
followed throughout this district. About the same pe-
riod, potatoes were first planted, drill-ploughing adopt-
ed, and the sowing of grass introduced by Dr Ruther-
ford. Fans for winnowing corn were first used by Mr
Rogers, at Cavers, in 1737, and marl and lime were
first employed as manure in 1755.

The improved method of husbandry having thus ob-
tained a firm footing, the old practice was gradually
abandoned ; and such was the progress of the new sys-
tem, that, in 1773, on a survey of the county, by or-
der of the Trustees for Fisheries, all'the farmers were
reported as “ found busy in the practice of it.” .And
when a second survey, by the same authority, was
made about 1780, Mr Wight, in his report, states his
surprise “ at the amazing advances all had made sinee
his former survey, as every field had assumed a better
aspect from an improving hand.” The consequence
was, that in the twenty years previous to 1794, the
rents of land in this county had increased to domble

_ their former value.

Since this period the agriculture of Roxburghshire
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has continued in a progressive state of improvement,
and may be said, from the increased eapital employed
in it, and the consummate skill of the farmer, to have
almost reached the utmost perfectiont of which it is ca-
pable.

In the year 1813 an agricultural society was form-
ed in this county, under the name of the * Border Agri-
cultural Seciety,” for the purpose of promoting emula-
tion in every branch of this scienee, by premiums to be
awarded to superior skill, enterprize, and industry ;
and, in the year 1820, this society having formed a
junction with the T'weedside Agricultural Society, their
interests and views were united into one, now denomi-
nated “ The Union Agrieultural Society.” By the re-
gulations of this society, exhibitions, for the purpose of
bestowing premiiums, are to be held at Kelso and Cold-
stream, or Cornhill, viz. two years in succession at
Kelso, for one at Coldstream or Cornhill. Independently
of the benefits which the eounty has derived from the
breed of the different kinds of stock introduced by this
society, a very great advamntage has been conferred on
the town of Kelso and its agricultural district, by the
establishment of the monthly eattle markets, commen-
¢ing in January, and ending in May.

Some parts of this district abound in freestone, while
others are perfectly destitute of it. About a mile from
Kelso there was formerly an excellent quarry, known by
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the name of the “ Quarry-holes,” which, however, from
the number of springs, it was found impossible to work
to any advantage. When the new Town-house of
Kelso was erected, the stones for the building were dug
out of this quarry, after a great eXpense had been in-
curred by the late Duke of Roxburgh in drawing off
the water ; but from the rapidity of its increase, it was
found that the cost of keeping it under, far overbalanced
the profit derived from the materials obtained, and it
was in consequence abandoned.

Sprouston quarry, about three miles distant from the
town, furnishes a very fine species of freestone, of a
light blue colour, and of a hard and durable nature,
and is the stone principally used for building in Kelso
and the neighbourhood. At Sinless there is another
quarry, of a bright yellow colour, but remarkably soft,
which is generally employed in the construction of walls
and fences.

There is also a quarry at Swmton, of a fine yellow
colour, and very hard, and is reckoned the best in the
county ; but from its distance, being upwards of ten
miles from the town, the expense of carriage is too
high to admit of its bemg brought into general use.
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. ANCIENT HISTORY.

It is stated in the Introduction, that the town of
Kelso has been the scene of many important events ;
and this assertion is fully warranted by the prominent
place it occupies in the pages of the history of our
country.

Situated on the Borders, and a frontier town of the
kingdem, it was repeatedly desolated by fire and sward,
during those unhappy conflicts which devastated both
countries for so many ages. Kelso, or its immediate
neighbourhood, was the usual rendezvous of our ar-
mies upon the eastern Marches, when the vassals were
summoned either to repel an invading enemy, or to re-
taliate on English ground the injuries which had been -
committed on their own.

. Kelso is also famous as a place of negotiation ; and
many truces, or treaties, were here concluded between
the two nations. It was likewise frequently honoured
by the presence of the sovereigns of both kingdoms.

As the Ancient History of Kelso, connected as it is
with the general history of Scotland, cannot therefore
fail to be interesting to every one desirous of becoming
acquainted with the deeds of his forefathers, the writer
has endeavoured to gratify the reader by the following
Sketch, drawn from the most authentic sources.
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" No event ‘of historical importaiite appears to have
vecurred at Kelso prior to the reign of William I., sir-
numed the Lion, when, in the year 1209, the Bishop
.of Roehester left his See in' Emgland, and came to take
refuge .in this town, the kingdoms- of England and
Wales having been laid under an interdict by the Pope,
on -account -of the comtumacy of King Jolin, arising
from the following circiunstance :—A vacancy happen-
ing in the Archiepiscopal See of Canterbury, in the
-year 1206, part of thie monks took upon them to fill it
up, by ehoosing their own superior- to the office; but
falling soon under their displeasure, they:ejected him,
and, in concurrence with the suffragan bishops of the
‘province, eleeted in: his room the Bishop of Norwich,
‘who enjoyed the favour of King John. A deputation
of twelve of the monks being sent to Rome to notify
‘their proeeeding to-the ‘Pope, -he declared -both the
present and the former election to be'irregular, and
-consequently null; and having determined the sole right
of election to be vested in the convent, he eémpelled the
deputation- to- nomiiriate Stephen Langton, an English-
‘man and a 'cardinal, to: the vacant see. To.this deci-
sion- John--refused submission, and, in: his representa-
-tions tv' the Hely: Court, mude use of such intemperate
‘language ‘ad proveked the Pope toilay:the’ kingdoms of
Engla.nd and Wales under an mterdlct, and this was
ultimately followed by sentence of excommunication
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against the king, and the fulmination of a bull relea-
sing his subjects from their fealty and obedience.

The' interdict, which was originally proclaimed in
1206, was renewed in still severer terms in the year
1209, so that “ all order, all religion, all dignity, was
laid prostrate, and no privilege favoured or allowed,
except; the baptism of infants, which was performed
without the chiurch. ' Then were soen bodi¢s lying un-
buried ontside the burying-ground, prelates as well gs
priests, clergy as well as laity, all heaped together.in
cross ways and public roads.”

The clergy, thus prevented from performing the du-
ties of their office, resorted to countries where they
might exercise their fimctions ; and accordingly the Bi-
shops of Rochester and Salisbury retired to Scotland,
aud fixed their residence, the former at Kelso, the lat-
ter at Roxburgh. These prelates were hospitably re-
ceived by King William, who gave them eighty chal-
ders of wheat, sixty-six chalders of malt, and eighty
chalders of oats.* .

Willism de Valoines, Lord Chamberlain of Scotland,
died at Kelso, in the prime of life, in the year 1219,
and was interred in the Abbey Church of Meirose.}

In cimsequence of the internal troubles of Scotland
during the minority of Alexander 1II., his father-m-
law, Henry 111. of England, found it necessary to in-
terpose, with the view of restoring order, by giving li-

* Fordun, vol. L. p. 523. + Ib. vol. IL. p. 43.  Crawfurd, vol.
L. p. 258,
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berty and protection to the king and gueen, who were
kept prisoners in Edinburgh Castle by those to whom
Henry had intrysted the care of them, on their mar-
riage in 1251, till Alexander should ettein the age of
maJorzty

With this-intent, in ﬂwsummer of 1855, Henry and
his . Queen, attanded by a large retinue of his nables,
proceeded to the Marches, where he had ordered a nu-
mepons fopce 40 be espembled in case of eémergeney.
Alexander and his queen, who by this time had been
released from their confinement, and were then residing
.in Roxburgh Castle, hearing of the arrival of their
‘roya) relatives at the Castle of Wark, proceeded thither
to welpome them to the Borders. Alexander himself
made no stay at Wark, returning the same day to
Roxburgh, but his queen was prevailed wpon to remain
.therp with her mother, who had taken {ll, .

Henry, at the earnest solicitation of his son-in-law,
proceeded the next day to Roxburgh, where he was re-
ceived with every demonstration of joy, amid the loud-
est acclamations, by the king and hijs nobility. During
‘his vesidence at the Castle, Alexander, in compliment
to Henry, and jn honour of his visit, fermed a grand
procession at Roxburgh, and introduced the king with
great pomp into Kelso, and afterwards conducted him
to the Abbey, wherg he had epmmandeil a8 royal ban-
quet to be prepared, at which most of the nobility of
the kingdom attended. After partaking of the banquet,
King Henry took occasion to address the guests, strong-
ly recommending to them to intrust the care of the
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king, and the administration of the government, to the
Earl of Dunbar and his party, and, on leaving the en-
tertainment, proceeded to Wark Castle -on his return to
England.* For further particulars’ of what eccurred
on this visit, see Adncient History of Roxburgh.
Edward 1. of England, having summoned the Scots
-nobles to attend a Parliament td be held at York on the
-14th day of January, 1297 ; on their failing to appear,
- qedered - the kingdom to be invaded in the course of
eight days from that 'date. The army destined for this
“gervice was accordingly assembled at Newcastle, con-
sisting of 100,000 foot, 2000 horse, and 1200 men-at-
arms § having entered Scotland, these troops proceeded
to Roxburgh, and relieved the castle, at that time be-
‘dieged by the Scots. After this, they passed the T'weed
‘it Kelso, and marched. to Berwick, which they took,
the Scots havmg abandoned the town before thelr ar-
rival.} - - :
-r: The town of Kelso, as has before been remarked,
-was often fixed upon as the place for arranging and
“settling truces and treaties between the two kingdoms.
“The first mention ‘we find of any such occurrence there,
‘i in' thé year 1880, when, agreéably to the tenor of a
‘truce formerly concluded, the Kings of Scotland and
“England were, by the conditions of that truce, to send
their ratifications of - the same, in writing, under the
‘great seal of then' réépective kmgdoms, the former to

* Chrpn. Maﬂ p. 220-1. Rnlpath, p. 145.
-+ Ridpath, p. 209, . ,
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the monastery of Kelso, the latter to.the monastery of
Melrose, on the day of the festival .of the Epiphany of
our Lord; but the exact. day: on which: this festival
ought to be obsetved being uncertain, they agreed to
refer this disputed point to their councils, who were to
decide upon it ; and their pleasure in this matter was,
fn consequence, to be siginified in the same way, at the
same places, on the day of the fest:val of the Purlﬁca-
tion of the Virgin. '

The foregomg truce not being llkely ‘to ledd: to a
pérmanent peace between the two kingdoms, and the
differences between them assuming a riore serious ap+
pearance, it was proposed, in the year 1881, .to .refer
the points in dispute to the decision of & jury chosen
out of both nations, composed of persons of equal rimk ;
but it ‘being considered as degrading to the majesty of
independent sovereigns to'submit their concerns fo the
judgment of ‘their own' subjeets, it was fihally' agveed
upon by the commissioners on both sides, to refer every
matter of difference to a foreign prince, unconnected
with either party, whose award should be binding upon
them. The difficulty attending such a refereroe; (espe-
cially in fixing upon a sovereign prince on the ¢ontis
nent, against whom no objection could be brought by
aone or other of the disputants,) appeared, however, to
bedo great, that it was determined to prolong this truck
for three years, in order to obtain this desirable end ;
and in the meantime to eadeavour, by every means in
their power, to adjust their differences themselves.

B
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This having been agreed upon by the commissioners, the
King of Scotland was desired to forward his consent to
this arrangement, in writing, under the great seal of his
kingdom, to the monastery of Kelso, before the festival
of S5t Michael ; and the King of England was to do the
same to the monastery of Melrose.*

Another truce was concluded at Kelso in the year
1891, the conditions of which do not appear to have
been strictly observed, for in the ensuing year, 1392,
we find the King of England appointing commissioners
to meet those of Scotland, “ in any place that may be
fixed npon in the Marches ;" and in his instructions,
referring to the above-mentioned truce, gave them di-
rections strictly to adhere, in their future arrange-
ments, to the stipulations contained in it; and in the
year 1893, a meeting of commissioners from both
kingdoms was appointed to be held at Aiton or Kelso,
to treat on the means necessary to be adopted for the
faithful observance of the truces concluded between
the two kingdoms, and for the preservation or conti-
nuance of them ; and also for the punishment of cer-
tain attempts, misprisions, and evil deeds, contrary to
the form and tenor of the said truces, committed by the
subjects of both kingdoms.{

. The truce which was agreed to in the year 1397,
between England and Scotland, was concluded at Dun-

* Rymer, tom. VII. p. 314. “ Ridpath, p. 351. -
1+ Rymer, tom. VII. p. 759.
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ferniline on the 2d day of October, being Michaelmas-
day; and the complaints of the inhabitants of the
Borders of either kingdom against the encroachments
of the other, appear to have been the only grievance it
was designed to remedy. The parties complaining were,
by this convention, ordered to render a statement of their
complaints ; the English to the Abbot of Kelso or his
deputies, and the Scots to the Constable of Roxburgh
castle, who was to forward them to the Warden of the -
Marches ; this truce to be in force for one year. The
King of England, however, did not ratify this conven-
tion for some months, but at last he signified his plea-
sure, that, agreeably to its tenor, it should continue in
force for the time specified, and that the indentures
should be exchanged on the 16th of October, 1398 ;
and it was farther agreed, that commissioners should
meet on the 21st of the same month, to reconsider the
terms of this truce, and to provide for an adjustment of
all existing differences. The following is the clause in
the original truce respectmg the delivery of their com-

ﬂmnts —

« Alswa it is accordit, for cause of mar playn and hastie
redresse, yat al ye of the kinrik of Scotlande yat ar plantif
of ony of ye kings leges of Inlande, yai sal sende yair billes,
indented of yair playntes, to the Castel of Roxburgh, and
delivir yaim to the licutenant or the constable of the Castel
before yhole nest commande ; ye qwhilk sal receyve yaim, and
sende yaim to ye conservatairs or his deputes, to ger yaim be
warnit to finde borowis, to aper befor the forsayde lordes at
ye forsayde day and plaee: Ande al yai of the kinrik of Ing-
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lande yat ar-plantife of any of ye lunga lages of Scotland, yai
sal sende yair billes, indentid of yair playntes, to the Abbey of
Kelsow, and delivir yaim to ye abbat or the segestayne of the
same abbey, before yhole nest commande, yat yai may be
sende furth to ye conservatairs of ye trewes or yair deputes,
to ger yaim be warnit and finde borowis, to aper befor ye
forsayde lordes, at ye forsayde day and place.”*

Henry IV. of England having arrived at Newcastle,
on his way to Scotland to claim the crown of that king-
dom, wrote a letter, dated the 6th day of August, 1400,
to inform the King of Scotland (Robert IIL) of his in-
tention, and requiring him to be ready to do homage
to him, on the 23d of the same month, at Edinburgh,
where he meant to be on that day ; and also requiring
him to surnmon all his peers, spiritual and temporal, to
be present to acknowledge him as their sovereign. At-
the same time he also sent letters to the prelates and
nobles to the same effect. These letters were intrusted
to special commissioners, with strict injunctions, and
under pain of forfeiture of whatever could. he forfeitad
by them, to obtain, if possible, admission iito tlhe pré-
sence of the king and his nobles, and to read these let«
ters to them ; but should this be impracticable, then
they were to_read them, openly and aloud at Kelao.
Dryburgh, Jedworth, Melrose, Edmburgb. and ekher.
public places ‘within'thé kingdom. ~ - i

This measure not producing ‘the desired’ efféct King
Henry advanced into Scotland : and havmg arnved at

4

,' . * Rymer, tom. VIIl. p-is. Rldp&th P 361
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Leith, he sent a seeond lettor, of the same purport, to
the king, on the 21st of August, and also one to his el-
dest son, the Duke of Rothesay, at that time governor
of the castle of Edinburgh, requiring him to surrender
it into his hands. To this summons the duke replied,
by a herald, that he would not surrender, but that he
wounld, in the-course of six days, give him battle, and
either force him to relinguish his design of laying
siege to the castle, or run the risk of falling in the at-
tempt, The English king did not prosecute his object
farther, but returned to England ; and shortly after-
wards a truce was agreed to, and commissioners ap-
pointed to meet at Kelso, to negotiate a peace between
the two kingdoms. Thése commissioners met accord-
ingly, and another truce for twelve months was slgned
on the 21st of December.
The following is a translation of the letter whmh
King Henry sent to Robert, King of Scotland —
« Henry, by the grace of Ged, King of Bogland and Fran«,
" ‘and Lord of Ireland, to the King of the Scots, health,
" that you may instantly do what We advise. -
¢ Whereas our ancestors and progenitors, hy the right of su»
periority aiid direet dominion, from the most remote antiquity,
viz. from about the time of Locrinus, son of Brutus, govern,
ed the kings of Spotland and their dependencies in their tex~
poralities, and received from the said kings for the kingdom of

Sebtlind, and fubm the chiéfs belonging to that kingdom, the
oath of liege homage and fidelity.—We doubt not to receive

the same from you. -
¢ And because our said ancestors and pregenitors were,
from dbout the time before mentioned, in possession of the
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rights and dominion before said, We, retaining possession of
the said right and dominion, and introducing nothing new,
but being only desirous of preserving unimpaired the rights
and prerogatives of our crewn, to which we are obliged by the
oath we have taken :

¢ Therefore, We, by the tenor of these presents, require,
advise, and exhort you, that, taking into consideration the ef-
fusion of Christian blood, and the other dangers and losses
which may most likely happen, if, according to these pre-
mieses, the said homage and fidelity is not rendered to Us, even
as your predecessorsy the right and Jawful kings of the Scots,
and especially,

¢ William, who to Henry IL and John his son, and

¢¢ Alexander, who to Henry IIL and to' Edward, our an-
cestors, and
- ¢ John de Baliol, who to the same Edward, and Edward,

" son of the said John de Baliol, who to

¢« Edward IIIL our grandfather, Kings of England, did in
later times ;—that you do the same at Edinburgh, on Mon-
day the 23d day of the present month of August, where for
this purpose, and also for the peace of our kingdoms of Eng-
land and Scotland, we intend to be ;'and that you shall cause
all the prelates and chiefs of the kingdom to repair thither, on
the same day, to perform the same.

¢ Certifying to you and them, that, not from any presump-
tion or elation of our heart, but that we may cancel the debt
for which yen are bound to us, we make this demand in this
manner; and we exhort you, and also order you, from the
cause and force of this requisition, that you the more speedily
and freely perform that homage and fidelity which is due to
us, rather than (which will be the consequence of your -con-
tumacy and rebellion) you should provoke the extending the
arm of our power.

¢ Confiding in the kindness of the Supreme Judge, who
bestows on every one what is his right, we hope that.He
(should you persevere in your rebellion and obstinacy) will
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direct our deeds in a prosperous manner, to the preservation
of our rights, and the confusion of our rivals and rebels.
¢ In testimony whereof, we have caused these our letters to

be made patent.
¢ Witness myself, at the town of Newcastle-upon-Tyne,

the 6th day of August, in the first year of our reign.”*

Immediately upon the death of King James II., who
was killed at the siege of Roxburgh castle on the 3d of
August, 1460, by the bursting of a cannon, his queen
with her infant son being at the time in the camp, she
brought him to the nobles, who, availing themselves of
the opportunity of their being assembled with the royal
army, conducted him to the abbey of Kelso, where he
was crowned with great solemnity, and received their
oaths of fidelity and allegiance.

The distress occasioned to the subjects of the two
kingdoms, especially to those on or near the Borders, by
the perpetual hostility and waxfare which had so long
existed between them, inclined the sovereigns of both
countries to conclude a peace, on such a basis as would
prevent in future the recurrence of so great a calamity.
For this purpose, commigsioners met at Kelso, in the
year 1487, in order to prolong a truce then about to
expire, to afford time for concluding a treaty of mar-
riage between the eldest son of King James I1I. and
the eldest daughter of the late King Edward IV. of

. Rymer, tom. VIII. p. 189. Maitland, vol. I. p. 582. Ridpath,
p- 869.

t Sir J. Balfour, vol. I. p. 189. Maitland, vol. I. p. 652. Ridpath,
p- 422. -Abercromby, vol. I1. p. 381—2. Holinshed, p. 279.
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Bngland, in the hope.that, by this alliance, a8 pevpetual
peace and lasting friehdship would be established be-
tween the two kingdoms. The ratifications of this
agvsement were to be exchanged at. Kelso, as appears
from the following concluding article i -

+ . % Apil moreayer it is ordpint, and by the said commission~
aris of baith the kings fullely aggreit and concludit, that this
present prorogate trewls, to the seid firste day of September,
sal be firmly kepit and Gbservit, unto the playne exspitation
of the,iimyh dayy ard that dthr ofithe weid kings sxl, ' béfore
The.3ii day-of sthe. nexy Januare, in‘the kirk of Kglso; under
thare grate . sehs, mtgrchangeably, sufficiently, and in due
forme, ratifie and con erme thir presents, an the contlnues
6!’ the damyn »e ‘ ’ R

In the year 1513, James IV at the mshgaelan of
thie’ Kingof Friphce, invaded England with an ariny
100,000 dtrey. #e sivanced. to Norkpm,-and jaid
wege to ‘the Cabtle, ‘which, from the waht of ammuni;
tion; soon féll into his hands. In the meantime;fhe
English received a great accession of strength, being
reinforeed by the Earl of Surrey with an army of
26,000 men, and shortly afterwards. by his son, with
2000 more.

King James had previously taken lus station in.a
strong . poeition upon the field- of Flodden, whekre tha
battle. between the two armies was fought, which end:
ed in the total defeat of the Scots; the king himself and

" Rymer, tom. XII. p. 330, Coa ‘ .‘. B

"‘ " . P R . o o2 PR |
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the Hower of his nobility being slain, and a vast num-
ber of all ranks made prisoners. . The English them-
-sélvbs acknowledge that the. king fought with the most
- determined bravery, and with great dkill ; and that even
after. part of his army had been put to.flight, he. cou-
tinued to encolirage the remainder to persevere in the
<conflief, and not to surrenier to the enemy ; and him-
self .setting the example, he plunged into the thickest
Of thd bastle, whére it jd supposed. he met his.deathi.
"The afiny, disoouraged by the loss of. their king, wert
-ao6h : thrown: intb roxfusion, and being: hardly préssed
by thie -enkmy, retreated in the utmpst digorder. The
loss on. both :sides was . immense, and many oﬁths Sco(s
were ' madé prisoners.*

"Fhe disastrous battle of Floddena-l‘leld wok phce on
Friday the 9th day of September, 1518. . It is inen-
tioned. by Budhanan, that Hing James had beeii previ-
oudly advértised of the issue. of -this. battle,: by a.venb-
rable old mtan, who appeared to his majesty, wrapped
in'a blue mmntle, and advised him not to risk it, as it
had been revealéd to him, that if he persisted iniso
doing it- wnnld ln!ove m;unous to hm and hk»umy

* Sw James Ba.lf r, in lns An l of Scotlaud, says, xes
this ‘unlortunate ba::je, ‘¢ It wagan?) meruaille the’ ct;tts mpt?
losse, ffor, of 48,000 mieti, hot dboiré 12,000 stayed with the king, Hit

all of them vent home 4 or 5 dayes befoe the batell, and wold not
stay, becausse the king wold not follow the counsell and adwyssg of
his npblhte and best capltanes. bot scorned. and mocked them with
idlg reproc(es, wxb was his ruine.’ "—Vol. L ;) 237.
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Having delivered his message, he disappeared, and was
never seen afterwards.

It is said that the body of the kingwasfoud the
day after the battle by the English, who, having em-
balmed it, carried it to the Monastery of Sheen, in the
county of Surrey, where it was interred.

Another account of this battle states, that upon ex-
amining the slain the following morning, the dead
body of the king was found by Lord Dacres, who, af-
ter it was carried to Berwick, showed it to Sir William
‘Boott, the Chancellor of Scotland, and to Sir John Fer-
man, his serjeant porter, taken prisoners in this battle,
whe immediately recognized it; and that after being
embowelled, the corpse was wrapped in lead, and kept
at Berwick until the king’s pleasure respecting it should
be signified. .
.. Leslie and Buchanan affirm that the: body found by
the English was not that of the king, but had only a
strong resemblance to him; and they farther assert,
that the king was shortly afterwards seen at Kelso,
whence he went to Jerusalem, where he died.*

Another report states, that the king, after leaving
the field of baftle, took refuge in the Castle of Hume,
where he was murdered by the Ear] (who had pre-
viously been gained over to the English interest) and

* This appears to have been, to say the least, barely possible ; and,
when we consider the fabulous accounts credited in those days, we are
the more inclined to douht the existence of the miracles said to have

- been wrought.
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some of his adherents, which obtained considerable cre-
dit from the circumstance of one Carr, a follower of
Lord Hume, having, the very night following the battle,
turned the Abbot of Kelso out of the abbacy, which he
would not have presumed to do, had the king been alive.*

Abercromby quotes the following passage respecting
the body of King James, from a MS8. History of Seot-
land, by the Earl of Nidadale:—“ That during the
usurpation of Cromwell, a skeleton, girded with an iran
chain, and intvolved in a bull’s skin, was found among
the ruines of the old castle of Roxburgh ; and that the
iron chgin, whicth King James IV. did at no time lay
by, made people generally believe that it was the body
of that prince which they had discovered ; but thet the
nation being then in subjection, there was no way te
make a further enquiry into the matter ; so the skele-
ton was interred, without any ceremony, in the com-
mon burial-place.”t

The Duke of Albany, as Governor of the ngdo-
during the minority of James V., arrived at Kelso in
the year 1515, in his journey through the kingdom, for
the purpose of .ascertaining the measures proper to be
adopted in order to put a stop to the murders and rob-
beries then so frequent. Here the people presented
many heavy complaints against Lord Hume, the Earl
of Angus, and others, who had exceedingly oppressed

® Buch. Lib. X1II. Leslie, p. 349. Baker’s Chron, 259—2061.
Pitscottie, p..117. Ridpath, p. 495.
+ Abercromby, vol. I1. p. 537.
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and wronged them, it a time when they had no one to
whom thiey could dtate their grievances with any pro-
spect of redress. The Governor, who liad ever evinced a
just regard for the good of the kingdom, expressed. his
sorrow at hearing suchi representations, assured them
he should employ all his power in obtajning satisfac-
tion for the past, and security. for the future:*

"The rancorous private feuds which about this pe-
riod (1520) existed betwixt different noble familjes of
Scotland, arising froin their love and desire of power,
of which'the following -is not a solitary instance, is a
mitter of melancholy recollectipn :—Andrew: Carr, or
Kere, Baron of Farniherst, pretending that he possess-
ed the power to hold. courts in the Forest of Jedburgh,
notwithstanding that the lands belonged entirelyto the
Earl of Angus, proceeded to €xercise this jurisdietion.
‘The Earl, irritated -at this presamption, determined to
oppose his carrying this assumed right into effect. Both
parties dppéaled to arms. In this quarrel, Carr Was
supported by 8ir James Hamilton, who came to his as-
sigtance with 400 men from the Meise, while the Earl
of Angus was Jomed by several of the name of Oan-f

‘. * thu‘ottle, p- .125.
..t The quarrel which had thus commengced between them and the
provostry of Jedburgh, existed for many years after this period, for we
find,in the year 1690, that the  Laird of Ferniherst, being then de-
ceased, and the heir left young, William Ker of Ancrum, as descend-
ed of that house, did what he could to maintain the reputation of it,
which was an eye-sore to the other ; and some time before this, this
gentleman, in the trial of goods stolen from England, was so vigilant
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- The Baron of Cessford, at this time warden of the
Marches, being informed that Bir James Hamilton had
proceeded to Kelbo, fellowed him thither with a nume.
rous army, and having fallen in'with ‘him, gave him
battle. The contest, however, was not of long durd.-
tion ; the Borderers, on whose courdge and sipport he
chiefly relied, deserted him, and, in consequenece.of his
defeat, the Baron of Farnitherst submitted, and held a
court at Jedburgh as bailiff under the Barl of Ahgm‘,
who held his court in the lands adjoining.

This - dispute, though apparently adjusted, dad neot
end here, but produced cdnsequences still more: fatal
and disastrous ; for the Hamiltons, regarding with jea:
lousy the ascendancy which Angus and his party deily
obtained, used every émdeavour to increase the strengsh
of their followers. - Nor were they unsuctessful, for they
as to discover the thief, who- was one of Cessford’s followers, and,
when it was denied, to bring clear testimony of it before the council,
which was taken to be done out of spleen, and to rab some infamy
upon Cessford, who was then Warden. This the Lady Cessford, &
waman of haughty spirit, highly resented, and moved her son, then
very young, to murder Ancrum, which he did in 1591. His death
was much lamented, he bemg a wise and’ courageous gentleman, and
expert, beyond most meh, in the laws and tustoms of the Borders,
which, and the manner of his death, exasperated the king, who re-
solved to use éxemp]ary justice on the actor. But he, having esca-
ped, after some months’ #bsencé was -pardoned, upon satisfaction
made to Anerim’s eHildren, arid, as was thonght, by the intercession
of Chancellor Maitland, who afterwards married him to his niece, a

daughter of William Maitland, the secretarys”—Scort’s Stagger-
ing State, p. 108.
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gained over to their cause many of the nobility, and
with them the Chancellor, Archbishop Beaton. Not-
withstanding, many of the friends of both parties, sin-
cere lovers of their country, were anxiously desirous
that a solid peace should be effected between them, and
thus extinguish their former enmity. For this pur-
pose, they succeeded in procuring a Parliament to be
summoned to meet at Edinburgh the following year ;
but the Hamiltons, pretending they could not be safe in
a city where a relation of the Earl of Angus had the
chief authority, Archibald Douglas, at that time Pro-
vost of Edinburgh, resigned his office to Logan of Res-
talrig, upon which they came to town in a body. In-
stead, however, of intending to adjust the differences
between them, the Hamiltons only projected means of
revenge against the Earl of Angus; and finding him
posted in the main street with about 100 followers,
attacked him, and would most likely have prevailed
against him, had he not been speedily reinforced by a
number of his friends. The Hamiltons fled, escaping
through the marshes to the northward of the town. In
this affray about seventy of the Hamiltons were slain,
including Sir Patrick, brother to the Earl. The loss
of the Douglases is not mentioned in history.*

The war between Charles V. and Francis I., which
commenced in the year 1521, involved Scotland in hos-

* Leslie, p. 876. Maitland, vol. I1. p- 776. Holinshed, vol. L. p.
307. Ridpath, p. 509.
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tilities with England. Henry VIII. having first been
applied to as umpire in the dispute between these mo- .
narchs, seemed to the latter to be so decidedly in fa-
vour of his opponent, that he refused to submit to his
decigion ; and in order to prevent him from becoming
a party in the quarrel, he sent the Duke of Albeny,
Governor of Scotland, who had been in France upwards
of four years, to reassume the government, with the
view of creating a diversion in his favour, so that Hen-
ry might be prevented from sending any troops to the
continent,

The Duke was received on his return with every
mark of joy and affection, but not being prepared to
commence hostilities against England, he summoned a
Parliament, in which it was agreed to apply for a pro-
longation of the truce then existing between the two
kingdoms, now about to expire. This application, how-
ever, was answered by Henry with proposals for a de-
finite peace, the first condition of which was, that Al-
bany should be deprived of his office of governor, and
of the care of the king’s person, alleging that it was
dangerous for the king to be in the power of the next
heir to the crown. These proposals were accompanied
by letters from Lord Dacres, (who had entered the
Scottish Borders in February, 1522,) to the Parlia.
ment, the queen-mother, and the governor, declaring,
that if these terms were not accepted befare the first of
March, ensuing, the Scots might stand to their peril..
They were, however, rejected by the Scottish Parlia-
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ment, who, &t the same time, declared their full conﬁ-
dence in the Duke of Albany. .

'In consequénce, Henry levied, by royal proclama-
tidn, an immense force, consisting of all the fnales be-
tween sixteen and sixty, in the ten northérn counties of
England, and’ gave the command of it, and of the fleet
which was to be émployed in conveying it to Scotland,
to the Earl of Shrewsbury.

This fleet having arrived in the Forth, the forces
were landed and msrched into the interibr,: laying
waste the country in their route ; and in their progress
being joined by Lord Dacres, they entered Kelso, one
half of which they destroyed by fire, the other they
plundered, and also did much injury to the Abbey.
The inhabitants of the Merse and Teviotdale, on this
occasion, nobly flew to arms, and ‘marchéd to the as-
sistance of their friends and neighbours ; and thus the
progress of the English being checked, they retreated
within their own beorders.*

From the time that James V. mgumed the reins of
government, there never was any settled or lasting
peace with England, although Henry VIIL, having
Jnany internal commotions to contend. with, resulting
from his - determindtion to ovérturn the papal supre-
micy in his dominiéns, seemed. very desirous of main-
taiming 'a friendly relation with the Scpttish .king,
his nephéw, - and mwde several propesals for an mter-

e Maitland, vol. II. p 787 Pmkerton, voL II p 215 Rld-
1utl1 p. 518, b
7



ANCIENT HISTQRY. 88

view with bim for this purpose. James, in an evasive
manuer, declined for some time to meet his uncle, but
at last consented to an interview at York, in the sum-
mer of 1541, whither Henry went in great pomp, in
the full expectation of his keeping the appointment ;
he, however, did not appear, and Henry, irritated at
the affront thus put npon him, and learning, while
there, that the Scots. had made an inroad into England,
left York, vowing revenge for this insulting and un-
principled conduct on the part of the King of Scotland.

James, although prevailed upon by his dergy to de-
cline the meeting, was by no means desirous of provo-
king-an open rupture ; he therefore sent ambassadors to
London to excuse his non-attendance at York, at the
same time professing the highest esteem and affection
for his uncle, and proposing that commissioners should
be appointed to meet on the Borders to settle a dispate
respecting some land in that quarter, which the Secots
had seized. The commissioners met aceordingly, (July
4, 1543,) but did not settle the dispute; and although
they parted on friendly terms, and James had sent an
especial ambassador to apologize for his late conduct,
with offers of redress for any injury sustained, Henry
determined to resent the insult he had received, and;
at the same time, to protect his borders from insult.
He necordingly placed strong garrisons in il his fron.
ti¢r townis and castles, and put every place in thebut
postible state of defenoe.

- Heqry, intent upon his purpose, and even when ng

) c
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James’s ambassador was still at his court, ordered a
force to invade Scotland. The governor of Norham
Castle, Sir Robert Bowes, accordingly collected about
8000 men, with which he entered Scotland, aceompa-
nied by the Earl of Angus, Sir George Douglas, and
others of their party, who were appointed commission-
ers to superintend this invasion, with the intention of
proceeding to Jedburgh, and laying waste the country
in their route. ’

In the meantime, the Earl of Huntly, who had been
appointed Guardian of the Marches, was not inat-
tentive to their motions, and, having stationed garri-
sons in Kelso and Jedburgh, he set out with his trusty
Borderers in quest of the enemy. Having fallen in with
them at Haldan-Rigg, on the 24th of August, 1542, a
battle ensued, which was so severely contested on both
sides, that victory remained for a long time doubtful.
Fortunately, however, Lord Hume arrived at the most
critical moment with 400 lancers, which inspired the
Scots with fresh vigour, and finally decided the battle
in their favour. Many of the English were made pri-
soners, among whom were Sir Robert Bowes, Sir Wil-
liam Mowbray, Sir James Douglas, and others of equal
note. : ' '
Notwithstanding this defeat, King Henry, perseve- .
ring in his hostile designs against Scotland, ordered a
more numerous army to be raised to march to the
north, and appointed the Duke of Norfolk to the chief
command. Previously to this army leaving York, King
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‘James made an ineffectual attempt (which Henry belie-
ved to be insincere, and only for the purpose of gain-
ing -time) to treat for peace; and the negotiations
being broken off, the English army was ordered imme-
diately to advance into Scotland. .

Whether James was sincere or not in his offers to
treat for peace, it certainly was a good stroke of policy
to prevent, as long as possible, the advances of an inva-
ding army, and it produced this effect ; for.the Duke
of Norfolk did not cross the T'weed till the 21st of Oc-
tober, much too late for him to expect any great advan-
tage from this invasion.

In the meantime, James, informed of the determina-
tion of Henry, had collected an army on Fala-Moor,
30,000 strong, from which he sent detachments to the
Earl of Huntly, that increased the force under his
command to 10,000 men ; and, with the remainder, he
retired to the Lammer-Moor, expecting that the Duke
of Norfolk would endeavour by that route to penetrate
-to the capital.

Huntly, although unequal to any attempt upon the
enemy while collected, prevented, by his hovering near
them; any detachment being sent from the main body,
and thus preserved the country from that devastation to
which it would otherwise have been exposed. It was,
however, impossible for him to save either the town of
Kelso or the Abbey, which they burneéd. They also de-
stroyed several villages in the neighbourhood, but the
army becoming disheartened through want of provisions
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and the rigour of the season, Norfalk recrossed the
Tweed, and retired into England. The intelligence
also that James was in the field with a well-appointed
and numerous force, it is said, hastened théi retreat,
which the same authority states to have been most dis-
orderly.

King James being informed that the English had
withdrawn to Berwick, instantly proposed to his no-
bles to advance into England; but they all, with one

accord, refused, objecting against such a measure the |

lateness of the season and the scarcity of provisions ; al-
leging, at the same time, that enough of honour had
been gained by the retreat of the enemy. The king,
being unable by any argument to prevail -upon them to
accede to his wishes, returned with his army to Hdin-
burgh, where it was disbanded.* '
: On the death of King James V., in 1548, Henry
VIII. of England, with the view of terminating’ the
-discord between the nations, and uniting themn unfer
one head, proposed a treaty of peace and of martiage
between the infant queen, (Mary,) and his son Prince
Edward, (afterwards Edward VI.;) and, to effect this,
he brought over to his views the Scottish noblemen  who
had lately been made prisoners at the battle on the bgnks
of the Solway, whom he sent to Scotland to use ‘all
their influence iir promoting his designs. The Earl of
-Arran, at this time governor of Scotland, professing to

. Gra.ftons Chron. p. 1067. « Maitland, vol. L p- 831. Knox,p.
26. Buchanan, lib. XIV. Ridpath, p. 540.
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be favourable to a refarmation in religion, and desirous
of obtaining the assistance of Henry against the queen-
mother, Cardinal Beaton, and the French party, was
applied to by the Lords. on their return from England,
among. whom were the Earl of Angus, and his brother,
Sir George Douglas, who seized this opportunity of re«
turning from. exile ; and, having ealled a Parliament
in March 1543, ambassadors were sent to conclude
these treaties with the King of England, to which the
Cardinal and his friends made no opposition, the party
in favour of the alljance with England being too strong
for him to contend with at present. But the Cardinal
having gained over Arran, the governor, (a weak and
irresolute character,) to his interest, another Parliament
was called in Deeember of the same year, which annul-
lod the treaties, on the ground that Henry, in the in-
terval between their conclusion and ratification, had
seiged some Bcottish vessels which were bound to
France with fish and provisions ; but the real cause
was the ascendancy which the Cardinal and the French
party had now gained in the state.

Henry, irritated by this conduct, resolved to take feo-
venge on the Scottish nation ; and the Earl of Lennox, -
who bad been sent to Scotland by the King of France
to strengthen the party of the queen-dowager and Bea-
tom, (mowthat they had guined over the governor,) being
treated by them very elightingly, he, with the nobles
in his interest, joimed the English, and entered into a
treaty with Henry, whereby it was agreed to aseist him °
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in the conquest of the counties of Mers and Tiviot-
dale ; and Lennox also promised to place in his hands
the Castle of Dumbarton, of which he was governor.
This treaty being concluded, Lennox sailed from Bris-
tol early in 1544, with a considerable force, for the Ri-
ver Clyde ; but Stirling, who held the castle under him,
refusing to deliver it up, he returned to England, and
shortly thereafter, in conjunction with Lord Dacres and
Sir Thomas Wharton, entered Scotland by the West
Marches, took and destroyed Dumfries, laying waste a
great tract of country, and, having collected an im-
mense quantity of booty, retired, without having ex-
perienced any resistance.

Ancther English army entering the country by the
Eastern Marches, plundered and destroyed Jedburgh
and Kelso, at the same time ravaging and burning the
villages, ‘&c., in the neighbourhood. They afterwards
proceeded to Coldinghame, and having taken possession
of the Abbey, they put the tower in a state of defence,
by fortifying and leaving a garrison in.it. In order to

- drive the English from this place; the governor, (Ar<.
ran,) collected an army of about 8000 men, who, not-
withstanding the severity of the winter, were employed.
day apd night in battering and destroying theé tower. .
The English, however, receiving a reinforcement frem -
Berwick, Arran relinquished his attempts to reduce.if, .
and dreading the resentment of his army, who he was .
afraid might deliver him into the hand of the ¢hemy, -
set off privately for Dunbar. . This pusillanimdus con- :
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duct occabioned such offeiice; that the army, in rétreat-
ing from before this fortress, would have abandoned all
their artillery, had not the Earl of Angus taken the
command, and with much difficnlty brought it off. Sir
Ralph Evers, or Eure, and Sir Bryan Layton, who
had the command of this expedition, at the same time
devastated the counties of Mers and Tiviotdale, pur-
suing their ravaging system with unparalleled barbe-
rity ;* and baving returned to London to give the king
an accourit of their success, and to demand a recom-
pense for their services, he, by the advice of the Duke
of Norfolk, bestowed upon them all the lands which
they had already conquered, or should conquer; and,
to enable them to protect what they had gaiwed, and
extend their acquisitions, he put under their command
2000 Borderers, and 3000 mercenaries, with which force
they entered Scotland early in February 1545. This
expedition they conducted with their wonted cruelty ;
for, having taken the tower of Bovinhouse, or Broom-
hause, they consumed it, with its lady, her children, and
whele fumly Their predatory course, however, was

.. Tbodavnmperpetrmdby the English on this oceasion is
next to incredible ; and their booty was immense. The following is
a statement of the Qestruction committed, and plunder carried off by
them, taken from Hayne’s State Papers :—»* Taken and destroyed,
towns, towers, stedes, barnekyns, paryshe-churches, bastell houses,
192. Scots slain, 403. Rrisoners taken, 816. Nolt, 10,386. Shepe,
12, 492. Nags and geldings, 1296. Gayt, 200. Bolls of corn, 850.
Insight geave, &c.”—Haxmx's Siate Paperi, p- 51.
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soon cheocked 3. for .the Scots, having collected. & amall
furcé, preceeded to Melrose, where tliey were joined. by
about 1800 men, under the conimand of Lesly, eldest
son of the Earl of Rothes, and Waiter Seutt of Buo-
clench, . The English, who were then at Jedburgh, hear-
ing of the small foree that was with the Governor and
Angus, marched in the night to Melrose to take them
by sarprise ; but their approach being discovered, the
Secots retreated to the neiglibouring hills, whence they
ocould see the operations of the enemy, who, finding the
Seots had left it, plundersd the town and retired. - The
Soots, however, determined to give them battle ; and
having dismounted, and sent theix horses to some heights
in.the rear, took up their position in a low piece of
ground in the neighbourhioud of the village of Aneram,
where they wure concealed from the Knglish, who, eon-
eaiving, from the motion of -the horses, that they were
flying before them, made & rapid advance; and before
they were awars, came full upon the 8oots, who received
bhermn with ‘an attack as gallant as it wae unexpected.
The consequence was, that the English were ‘soon
thrown into confusion, and a complete victory was ob-
tained. Eversand Layton, and about 800 of their army,
inany of them persons of note, were killed, and 1000
madaprmers,amongwhomwm“ Bﬂofgoodhrth
-and qualitie.” -

* The French King, in consequenoe of this victory,
sent 3000 foot and 300 horse, under the command of
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Laorges, to-the sssistance of the Scots, which arrived at
Edinburgh in the month of July, and being joined by
dbout 15,000 Scots, marched to the Borders.

. An Bnglish atmy, under the Earl of Hertford,
12,000 -stronig, well equipped and provided, emtered.
Seotland in September, and. lnid waste the Mers sad
Tiviotdale. . While this army was plundering Kelso,
about 300 men took possession of the abbey, which they
defiended most gallantly for sorhe time, but being over<
powered, the English took and destroyed it. The towns
and villages burnt in this irruption amounted to five
seore, and the abbeys destroyed were Kelso, Jedburgh,
Melrose, and Dryburgh. :

The Bcuts.in the meantime, with their French aux.
iliaries, had ctogsed the Twyed, and reached Maxwell.
heugh, with the intant of retaliating upon the English 3
and having destroyed a number of towns and villages,
they intended to have proeeeded to lay slege to the
enstle of Wark, which, however, the want of atillery,
amd the lateness of the season, prevented them from
doing{ and.the Earl of Hertford having withdrawn,
4 8oots did not feel inelined to follow them, so the
srmy was dismissed, and the French were lefctognml
4hie Borders. - ‘

The Purlisment, nevertheless, which was sitting at
this time at Linlithgow, in order to guard against any
irruption during the winte¥, appointed 1000 horsemen
to remain near the Borders, and levied the sum of
L.16,000 for their support. This precaution had the
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effect of preserving peace to the Borders for the re-
mainder of the year.*
" 'The Queen-Regent having, in the year 1558, sent
ambassadors to congratnlate Mary, Queen of England,
on her marriage with Philip of Spain, charged them
also to demand a renewal of the treaty between the
two nations ; when it was agreed that commissioners
should meet the next year for this purpose. . The meet-
‘ing not taking place, the Queen Regent directed her
attention to the strengthening of the Borders ; and for
carrying her intentions into effect, she called a parlia-
ment, when it was determined to build a fort at Kelso,
for the expense of which, a tax of L.20,000 was order-
ed to be levied, one half to be paid by the spiritual, and
the other half by the temporal estate ; but it does not
appear that this resolution was ever carried into effect.}
England, in the year 1557, being at war with
France, a very considerable force was sent imto Scot.
land, under the command of M. D’Oysel, with the hope
of inducing the Queen Regent to declare war against
Elizabeth. But to this although she was much in-
clined, yet the nobles conceiving that the only advan- -
tage to be derived from it would accrue to France, they
were equally averse ; and the more especially, as com-
missioners from both nations were at the time sitting

* & Maitlang, vol. IL. p. 860-1. Holinshed, vol. I. p- 388. Graf-
‘ton, p. 1276. Hall, p. 101. Keith, p. 48. Godscroft, p. 267-270.
Ridpath, p. 550-54. Lodge, vol. I. p. 90.

_ '} Ridpath, p. 583.
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at Carlisle, for the purpose of settling the disputes upon
the Borders, and adjusting the differences between the
two countries. The Queen Regent, however, as she
could not obtain their consent, resolved to provoke
Hnogland by some act of hostility ; and this she did by.
ordering D'Oysel to rebuild the fort at Eyemouth,
which, in terms of a former treaty, had been demolish+
ed, both nations being bound by the same.treaty never
to rebuild it, which had the desired effect. The deli-
berations at Carlisle were broken off, and Queen Eliza-
beth threatened with a declaration of war, if she did
not withdraw her troops from France. )

In the meantime the Earl of Huntly, who, as we have
already mentioned, was lieutenant of the Borders, as-
sisted by the French, entered England, destroyed se.
veral of their stronglields, and set fire to all the towns
and villages which lay on his route. In these inroads
he met with little resistance. ..

The Queen Regent having also collected a numerous
army, it was- marched, early in October, to Kelso, un~
der the command of the Earl of Arran; where, being
joined by.the French with their artillery, it crossed thé
Tweed, and encamped at Maxwell-heugh,* and afters
wards proceeded to Wark castle, which, however, they
were not able to reduce. It was therefore thought ad.
visable to withdraw the army, leaving only a garri-
son at Kelso and Roxburgh, for the protection of the

*A vill;;ge, about half a mile from 'Kel.‘so.
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Borders. $hortly after this; Sis Andrew Carr, assisted
by the nobility, invaded England with a powerful army;
' this eoming to the knowledge of the Earl of North.
umberiqnd, (at that time warden of the Narth of Eng-
lend,) he eollected his forees, and advanced to Cheviot,
where the two armies. met; when a severe and well-
" eontested battle ensued. Both sides fought with unex-
ampled fury, but the Scots maintained their ground.
Shortly after, an order was issued, commanding the
Scots nobility, in rotatiom, to take charge of the Bor~
ders; and the English receiving continued supplies. of
men, daily skirmishes took place between the two ax-
mies, detachments from which made repeated inroeds
into either country ; the Scots destroying the towns
and villages of the English Border, while the English,
with equal success, pursued a similar system on the
Scottish Borders.*

At this time the Lord James Stuart (natural son to
King James V.) put Kelso in a state of defencs, for its
seeurity against the repeated inroads of the enemy. We
are informed, that « the same Lord James ys» now
buyldyng a howse of defence at. Kelsey, and makyng
aforce about the towne.”}

% The xx% of QOctober, 1557, the intelligence: sayﬂw
totheL.Eurye, and the L. Wharton, that the Dunke,

o ® Hohmhed,wl I p 861, Leslie, p. 4498 Knox, p, 98. Keith’s
Sootland p-72. Lodge’s Illustrations, vol. I. p.283-5. Ridpath, p.
587. Stuart’s Reformation, p. 84, ‘Gordon, vol. I. p. 183.

+ Lodge, vol. I, p. 242.
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the Erlls of Huntley, Murtone, and Argile, with all
the nobilyté, resolved to disparce th’ army, the xviii®
in the mornynge ; and the same daye thes noblemen
wear with the Dowager and Docye* in Kelsowe ; and
there the Dowager raged, and reprievid them of theire
promyses, whiche was to invade and annoye England.
Theyre determnaycions to departe, and the consyde-
racions they tolde hir; and thereupone arguments grewe
great betwene them, wherewith she sorrowed, and wepp
openlye ; Doyce in gret hevynes ; and with high words
emongest them to thes effects, they departed. Docyt
wished hymself in Fraunce. The Duke, wytl the
others, passed to Jedworthe ; and kepithe the chosem
men on their borders. The others of theire greo.t nom-
bre passed to theire countreyes.”t

About Whitsunday, in the following yéar, 1558, Sn'
Henry Percy, and Sir George Bowes, governar of Ber-
wick, aided by other garrisons, invaded Scotlard with
a body of 800 horse, and 2000 foot ; end, having plum-
dered the adjacent eouniry of all the cattle they could
find, burnt the towns of Dunse and Langton, and rd- -
treated. The Scottish army stationed at Kelso, and on
the Borders, were sent to check this incursion ; and,
coming up with the English at Swinton, a sharp skin
mish took place, in which the Scots were vanquished g
the whole of the foot being either slain or taken prisoss
ers. Shortly after, a body of Scottish horse and- foot

* M. D’Oysel, general of the French.
1 Lodge, vol. I. 292.
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entered England, who began to plunder and lay waste
the country. They were attacked by a superior body
of horse, under the Earl of Northumberland and his
brether, Sir Henry Percy, who forced them to re-cross
the Tweed, which, nevertheless, they did in good or-
der; and although pursued by the English upwards
of two miles, still they could make no impression upon
them. The enemy, however, did considerable damage
to the country, burning and destroying the villages,
&c., among which was Ednam, about two miles from
Kelso.* : :

The robberies committed on the Borders being so
numerous, and perpetrated with a boldness and daring
effrontery that set the ordinary means of preventing
them at defiance, it became necessary to resort to more
powerful and decisive measures. ngen Mary, accord-
ingly, anxious to restore tranquillity in this quarter, in
the year 1561, appointed Lord James Stuart her Lieu-
tenant and Judge over the courts held, or to be held,
in Jedburgh, with the Earl of Bothwell as his assistant.
Lord James, acting with that decision which existing
circumstances required, did ample justice to his com-
- mission; for, upon finding the banditti too numerous
for his present force to contend with, he summoned
the counties of Berwick, Roxburgh, Selkirk, Peebles,
the three Lothians, Stirling, Clackmannan, Kinross,
_and the shire of Fife, to his assistance. ' During the pe-

* Holinshed, vol. 1. p. 362.  + Ridpath, p. 589-90.
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riod he'exercised his judicial authority in Jedburgh,
above twenty of the most daring of this lawless gang
were condemned and executed. About the.same time,
a meeting took place at Kelso, betwéen Lord James
and the Lord Gray of England, for settling the affairs
- of the Borders, and for pre‘veﬁting the recurrence of
such enormities in future.

The following is a copy of the mstructxons under
which Lord James acted :— r

Apud dictum Palatinum, 12 Novembris, Anno 1561.
Followis the Instructionis gevin be the Quenis Majestie to
my Lord James, to be usit be him, and as he thinkis éx-
pedient, be the Advyss of the Counsale presente with him,
in the procedingis at the Justice-Court, now to be haldin,
by continuatioun, to the 15th day of this instant month of
"November, 1561, at Jedburgh :

In the first :—

Item, Gif it be thocht expedient to the said Lord James,
be the Advyss of the Counsale being present with him in
ony part yairof the tyme of his remaning in Jedburgh, yat
ony persone or personis dissobedient within the boundis of the

Myddil Mercheis, or utheris partis, be riddin on and invadit -

by fyre and swerd, the: samyn to be als lauchfullie done as
gif speciale commissioun wer gevin under the Quenis Majes-
ties greit seill, to do the samyn upomn every particular, yair
partakeris, assistaris or adheraris; and to asage houses, and
gif yai be haldin, to cast doun the samyn, as sal be thocht
gude be him ; and qubat sumever thing yat happynis to be
done by fyre, slachter, taking of gudes, presonaris or utther-
wyss in yat behalf, na persone nor personis, subjectis of this
realme, to have actioun yairfoir, nowther eriminalie nor, ci-
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vilie, bot ye said Lord James, or quhatsumever utheris being
with him, or at his command, doand the premissis, to be fre
of all the actionis foirsaids, with power to him to direct let-
teris in oure said Soveranis name, to charge all and sundry
ye inhabitants of the daid Mydil Merchis, and utheris partis
adjacent yairto to concur with him, to the effect foirasid, un-
der the pane of deid: And ordanis the Signet to answer let-
teris upoun his deliverance, and twa of the Counsallis hand-
writtis to the effect foirsaid, or any uyer effaris concernyng
the weill of the ennitre dureng his residence yair.

Item, Gif it sal ™ thocht gude to the said Lord James to

to the wardanis of Ingland, or any utheris havand com-
missioun of the Quene of Ingland, for the weill of this realme,
and kepyng of the eamyn, aud liegis yairof in quietness, that
he wryt to yat effect, as he gal think expedient: And als,
with power to the said Lord James to charge the wardanis
of all the Merphis of this realme, and utheris havend charge
within ye samyn, to do in all thingie, for the suppressing of
malefactoris, as he salchargeynme,and as thai will answer
to oure said Soverane upoun yair allegeance and partxcular
bandis ; with certificatioun to yame, and yai falze, yai sal be
accusit yairfoir, as gif yai were chargit be oure said Soverene
in partioular.

Item, Gif ony personevorporpoml happynis to be convict
nt the ssid Justice-Court, for qubatsumevir cryme, giff the
#aid Lord James thinkis yamse to be replaitit, and ye exoen-
tioun yairof to be contisewit, for the better exebutioun of jus-
sice, That he continew the samym, and transport, and causs
the personis foirsaidis to be transportit to the bargh of Edin-
burgh, or sik . uthir place he pleissis, quhile our Soverauis
mynd be knawin thairintill.

Item, Gif otypmedrpmonu, hoinganlehorne, or
fugitive fea the lawis; with quhoms he.may not, witheat
dasger, infereommyne with yame; that he speik and inter-
sommonie and couss utheria qgukome he pleissis narme, with
thame, for he weill of the counire, and furthefamce of. the

7
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executioun of justice, als oft as he sal think expedient, for the
quhilk yai sal incur na skayth nor danger in tyme to cum.

Item, Quhatsumevir uther thingis the said Lotd Jumes,
be the advyss of the maist part of the lordis of ye secreit
Counsale being with him, happynis to do, and put to execu-
tioun, for the weill of ye countre, ye samyn sal be haldin als
lauchfullie done as gif speciale commissioun wer gevin to
him or yame upoun every point and particle yairof, in the
maist ample form under the greit seill.

Quhilkis instructionis the Quenis Majestie ordanis to be
insert in the bukis of Privie Counsale, and to have the strenth
of ane act yairof, and to remane yairin ad perpetuam rei me-
moriam.*

In the year 1566, Kelso was honoured by the pre-
sence of one of the most beautiful, at the same time,
the most unfortunate of her sex-—Queen Mary, who,
in order to settle some disturbances on the Borders, de-
termined to visit that part of the country. Previously
to her setting out, the Earl of Morton had won over
many of the Borderers to his party, and, among the
rest, the Laird of Cessfurd, who at this time was war-
den of the marches. The queen, as may naturally be
supposed, did not relish this faction ; and, therefore,
resolved, in order more expeditiously and more effectu-
ally to crush it, to hold a court of justice at Jedburgh,
for the trial and punishment of her unruly and traitor-
ous subjects. Her majesty, considering that the Earl
of Bothwell, (who was also her lieutenant in that quar-
ter,) might have considerable influence with the Bor-
derers, sent him before her to Liddisdale, to prepare

* Keith, 200. Ridpath, p. 608.
D
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thém to pay that obedience and respect due to her as
their queen ; but, on his arrival, he was roughly treat-
ed by the people, and being by them severely wounded
in many parts of his body, was conveyed to Hermitage
Castle, where he remained till his cure was effected.

In the meantime, the Queen had arrived at Jed-
burgh, where being informed of Bothwell’s misfortune,
and that his life was in imminent danger, she resol-
ved to pay him a visit ; and accordingly left Jedburgh
for Hermitage Castle; but her stay was very short, as
she returned back the same night, having travelled
in the course of that day about forty miles. The con-
sequences of this rapid journey, from fatigue and ex-
posure to the coeld of a stormy winter evening, had
nearly proved fatal to her ; asshe caught a severe cold,
which'ended in a violent fever, attended with delirium,
and for some time her life was despaired of.

- The lords who attended her majesty to Jedburgh,
judgirnig it advisable, in these circumstances, to prevent
any tumult or disorder, pubhshed the following procla-
mation :—

¢ Proclamatioun to keip gude Reule at Jedburgh.

¢ Forasmekill as the quenis majestie, movit of the zeale hir
hienes hes continowallie¢ borne to justice, reparit to this coun-
trie accumpanyit with hir nobilite for administratioun thairof
to the uthir oppressit subjectis ; and for hir hither cuming, at
Goddis plessour, hir Majestie is vexit with infirmite and seik-
ness, quhairthrow her hienes is not abill, accordmg to hir
gude mclmauoun, to attend upoun that thing quhilk wes the
occasioun of hir Majesties reparing in thir parts at first:
And albeit the nobillmen and counsal present hes gude hoip
and confidence of hir gracious convalescence and restoring to
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helth, yit in the men tyme divers personis, luffars of uu-
quyetnes and innemeis to this commoun weill, mair respec-
tand thair particular quarrellis nor the quyetnes of the
countre, may peradventure tak occasioun throw hir hienes
disease and seiknes, to revenge thair privat quarrellis, and
mak molestatioun and perturbatioun to the disturbing of ‘all
gude ordour; quhilk the nobilite and counsal tymeouslie
fearand, hes with ane voice and mynd consentit, and in the
presence of God, and on thair honors, faithfullie promittit to
uthers, that all particularitie, feid, favour, or affectioun, set
asyd, thai sall declair thamselfis innemeis to the persoun or
persounis quhatsumevir comittaris of the said disordour and
unguyetnes, as gif the offence were done to ony of thamselffis
in particular. And thairfoir ordanis ane officiar of armes to
pass to the mercat-croce of the burgh of Jedburgh, and thair
be opin proclamatioun command and charge all and sundrie
her majesties legeis and subdittis quhatsumevir, that thai, and
ilk ane of them, contein themselffis in quyetness and gude
ordour, and on nawayis to tak upoun hand to put on armour,
or to invaid, molest, persew, or inquiet utheris in bodyes or
gudes, be word, deid, or countenance, undir the pain of
tressoun ; certifyeing thame that sall presume to do in the
contrair, besyde the puneisment ordinar of the law and con-
suetude of the realme, thai sall be persewit and followit to the
deid as’traitouris to the haill realme; and the hail force and
power of the nobilite sall be usit agains thame, as gif the
offence Wwere comittit agains ony of thair awn personis in
particular.”* ’

The queen having recovered, expressed a desire to see
Berwick, and as soon as she was. able to undertake the
journey, set ot from Jedburgh for that purpose, taking
Kelso in her reute, where she remained two nights,
and held a council, at which a private dispute was set-
tled. From thence she proceeded to Hume Castle, and

* Keith, p. 853.
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passing through Langtown and Wedderburn, arrived
at Berwick, escorted by from 800 to 1000 horse. On
reaching the Bounroad, she was received by Sir John
Forster and the captain of the town, attended by a
number of the most respectable of the inhabitants, who
manifested the utmost joy on receiving this unexpect-
ed visit. Leaving Berwick she proceeded to Dunbar,
and thence to her residence at Craigmillar, in the neigh-
bourhood of Edinburgh.*

In a letter from Lord Hunsdon to Cecil, dated Ber-
wick, 18th of September, 1569, it is stated, that for
the purpose of administering justice, and in order to
suppress the petty feuds that were continually distress-
ing the Border, the Earl of Murray had arrived at
Kelso, where he intended to remain for five or six
weeks. Accordingly, on his arrival, he dispatched a
messenger requiring the attendance of Loord Hunsdon
and Sir John Forster, that he might have the benefit of
their advice to enable him to come to some determina-
tion as to the best means to be employed for accom-
plishing so desirable an object. They, in consequence,
met him at Kelso, and made with him the arrange-
ments deemed necessary.}

The Lairds of Buccleugh and Ferniherst, (two of the
most strenuous friends of Queen Mary,) on the very
night of the murder of the Regent Murray, at Lin-
lithgow, (23d of January, 1570,) broke into England

® Keith, 851-4 Robertson, vol. II. 172, Chalmers’ Q. Mary,
vol. I, 191. Ridpath, 621. o
+ Haynes’ State Papers, p. 523. Ridpath, p. 630.
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with their clans, and laid waste the frontiers with un-
wonted ferocity. In this incursion they were accom-
penied by some English rebels who had taken refuge
in Scotland ; and their motive for it was revenge on
Queen Elizabeth, for her treatment of Queen Mary,
and also for the usage they had themselves received
from the Regent, who they supposed had been instiga-
ted thereto by the Queen of England.

On receiving intelligence of this inroad, Elizabeth
sent an ambassador to Scotland to complain of this in-
sult, and to state, that, if the government of the king-
dom was not able to prevent such outrages, or to pu-
nish the offenders, she would chastise them herself;
at the same time, she would take care that the guilty
dlone should suffer. The lords, who at this time exer-
cised the supreme power, declined returning any an-
swer to the queen till a regent should be appointed,
which, from the unsettled state of the country, was not
likely soon to take place; she, therefore, in order to
avenge this affront, and to punish those Border chief-
taing, as well for harbouring and protecting English re-
bels and fugitives, as for the outrages they had com-
mitted, and to make them, as Cecil expresses in a letter
to 8ir Norris, “ feel the sword and firebrand,” dispatch-
ed the Earl of Sussex, her lieutenant in the north, and
Lord Hunsdon, governor of Berwick, into Scotland,
who, in the course of a week, totally wasted, burned;
and destroyed, the vales of Tiviot, Kale, and Bowmont,
levelling fifty eastles and strong-holds, and abbve 300

villages.
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This force left Berwick on the 17th of April, and
the same night arrived at Wark Castle. - Next morn-
ing they entered Tiviotdale, burning and destroying all
the castles, towns, and villages, till they came to the
Castle of Mosse, belonging to the Lord of Bucclengh,
strongly situated in a marsh, which they also destroyed,
and afterwards advanced to Crailing, a strong castle of
the Lord of Ferniherst, laying waste everything in
their route. The same day Sir John Forster, warden of
the Middle Marches, entered Tiviotdale, in the direc-
tion of Gatehead, with a very considerable force, and
carrying destruction along with' him, pushed on to
Crailing, where both armies met. This castle they
burnt and destroyed, with the other strong-holds and
towns in the vicinity. The two. armies afterwards
~marched along the Tiviot, burning and spoiling all the
eastles and towns on that river, till they came to Jed-
burgh, where they halted, and were courteously recei-
ved by the magistrates and inhabitants, on which ac-
count they spared the town, where the Laird of Cess-
ford having arrived and made his submission, and ha-
ving showed the Earl of Sussex that he had not been
engaged in these incursions for which the present re-
venge was taken, he received the same favour.

" Next day, the 19th, the army divided, and one part
passing the Tiviot, burnt the Castle of Ferniherst, and
all the other castles and towns belonging to its proprie-
tor, - till they came to Bedruelle ; and having reached
Minto, both armies again joined and proceeded to Ha-
wick, carrying the same destruction along both banks
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of -the river. Here they intended to have fixed their
quarters for the night, but the .inhabitants learning
their approach, had deserted the town, carrying with
them most of their valuables, after taking the thatch
from their dwellings, and setting fire to it in the streets.
The English, irritated by this conduct, took all the
wood belonging to the houses and consumed it also,
thus completing the destruction of the town, with the
exception of one small house built of stone, in which
the English commander slept.

The following day they marched to a house belong-
ing to the Lord of Buccleugh, which they blew up, and
afterwards proceeding to the northward of the Tiviot,
they destroyed all the castles, towns, piles, and towers
which belonged %o that nobleman’s kinsmen and adhe-
rents, and the same night returned to Jedburgh.

Next day, the 21st, part of the army proceeded to the
river Bowmont, and the other to the river Kale, de-
stroying the dwellings of every sort on both these
waters, and then met at Kelso, (where the lord-lieu-
tenant was waiting their arrival,) for the purpose of
laying siege to Hume Castle, but being disappointed
in receiving his artillery from Wark, he was obliged to
return with the army to Berwick, without attempting
this siege.

On the 22d, the army reached Berwick, having been
absent only six days, and in all this time never did any
Scottish force appear to oppose or resist them.*

* Notes to Sadler’s State Papers, vol. IIIL. 'p. 419. Stow, p. 417-
19. Ridpath, p 633-35.
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Lodge, in his “ Illustrations of British History,” has
preserved an original account of the depredations com-
mitted by the English on the Borders in this year. We
shall therefore take the liberty of extracting the record
from that work verbatim, as printed :—

s S1r RoBERT CoNsTABLE to the EARL of SHREWSBURY,
1570.
¢ Right Hon'ble, and my moste especiall good Lord,

¢ Forssmuche as I wolde not be forgettfull of my deutie to
yo* lordship, Ihave thought good to troble you with these my
letters, adv'tising yo* Honor the whole discourse of o enter-
prises here donn, sythen so* coming into these partis.* First,

my Lord Le ed with my Lord Hunsdon,
and handreth armed pykes, and tow
from Wark, the xvil®

of Aprill, intred into the realme of Scottlande, and did burne
and spoyle all alonge the ryver of Rowle, and the Water of
Cale, and camped that night at Gedworth. The next morn-
ing he marched to Fernehurst} and overthrew it, and so
burned and spoyled all along the ryver of Tyvyett, and so te

* This curious ancient Gazette contains a journal of the farious
inroad made by Sussex, called here the lord-lieutenant, and Hud-
son, in 1570. The pretence for this expedition was the chastisement
of the clans of Carre, or Ker, and Scot, which had lately committed
some depredations on the English Borders, but the true motive was
to awe the few remaining friends of Mary, and to prevent them from
uniting while the regency remained vacant. Elizabeth issued a pro-
clamation upon this occasion, declaring her inviolable friendship to
the Scottish nation, but setting forth the necessity of pumishing
some particular offenders ; and this was repeatedly read at the head
of an army which was then employed in desolating the East and
West Borders. The circumstances which attended this invasion have
escaped the notice of historians. Even Camden, who lived at the
time, makes no mention of so horrible a spoil.

t+ Ferniherst, in Tiviotdale ; a house belonging to the Kers, ances-
tors of the Marquis of Lothian
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Hawick, and burned and spoyled it. The next day he over-
threw the stronge house of the Lord of Buccleughe, eallad
Brencksome,* and from thense to Bedrowell, a howse of 8¢
Andrew Trumble, and overthrew it, with dyvers other nota~
ble towers and houses all alonge those ryvers aforenamed :
The next night we retired to Gedworth, where we camped
againe. The next mornyng we dislodged and burnt all the
cuntre alonge the ryver of Bowbanck, and burnt and spoyl-
ed the hole cuntre as we marched, and came back that night
to Kelsay. The nombr of the townes and villages, by estima-
cion, was aboue fyve hundreth, the terhor of the whiche cau-
sed the reste of the cuntre to cume and offer their mibmission
to my Lord Leventen'ute, with all the frendshipp and ser-
vice theyoolddotohymandtohys, and so we retyred our-
selves back againe for that tyme, so that we redted o'selves
thre or fower daies. The xxvii® day, my Lord Levetenute
being at Warke, accompanid withe the hole bandes of fote-
ment, and one thousande horse, with thre batterie peces and
tow sacris, went to the sege of Home, where he planted his
batterie, where, within twelve houres after the batterie was
planted, the castle was surrendred to hym symplie, being
within yt tow hundredth and fortie souldiours; so the soul-
diours dep'ted owt of yt in there hose and dobletts. Suerly,
my lorde, yf I had had the charge, with fyftie souldiers, I
wolde have thought me worthie to have bene hanged, drawne,
and quartred, yf I had delyered yt within the moneth sege.
My lorde hath appoynted M* Wood his bande, and M* Pyke-
man his band, tow of the bandes of Barwick, to have the
kepyng of yt; and so my lord retyred back againe to Bar-
wicke to refresh hymselfe and his companye, ‘

¢ Item, the iiii** daye of May he sent oWwte certeine bandes
of horsemen, and also certeine fotemen, to marche towardes
Fastecastle,t whiche, immediatlie uppon the horsemens co-

* Branxholme, near Hawick, the ancient seat of the family of Scot.

+ A strong fortress, which likewise belonged to the family of
Hume. It stood on a little promontory a few miles north of Cold-
ingham.
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minge, yelded themselves symplie; and there ys also certeine

garrison appoynted there for the kepyng of yt. Assuredlie,
my lorde, all the hole cuntre here
submytt themselves to my lorde

Haddington
newes that hathe here happened sythens o° arryvall here;
and as occasion shall happen, I shall adv'tyse yo* Lordship
from tyme to tyme, as I can gett convenient messengers.
Thus, leving to troble yo' lordship ané further, I com™itt
you to the Almightie, who, ever p'serve you in helth and
long lyfe, with increase of great honor. Frome Barwick, this
vt of May.
‘¢ Yo* Lordshippe’s at com™aundment for ev’,
¢ (Signed) Ros*. CONSTABLE.

¢ To the right honrable and his most

espeshall good Lorde, th’ Erle of
- Shrosbury, gyve this.
In hast, hast, hast.”*

The measures adopted by James VI. with the advice
of his ministers, (of whom James Stewart, Earl of Ar-
ran, was the chief,) who are represented as * insatiable
in their avarice, cruel in their malice, and unsatisfiable
in their suspicions,” were considered by the Earl of An-
gus, the Earl of Mar, and a great proportion of the
nobles, as subversive of both the civil and religious li-
berties of the subject ; they, therefore, in order to rid
the king of his mal advisers, and to save the country,
resolved, after every other method had failed, to as-
semble their forces at Stirling, there to renew their
supplications to his majesty, to intimate to him their

* Lodge, vol. I1. p. 42.
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grievances, and to issue a declaration expressive of
their views and intentions.. Having there met, they
obtained possession of the castle, (18th April, 1584,) and
a Colonel Stuart was sent with 500 men to take them
prisoners, when, finding they had not force sufficient to
make an effectual resistance, they retired during the
night, with the determination to quit the kingdom.
Passing, in their route towards England, near to Kel-
80, where the. Earl of Bothwell, (grandson to King
James V., and ecommendator of Kelso,) then was, he se-
cretly came out and held a conference with them ; after
which, to make it appear as if he had done this in or-
der to prevent their escape, a counterfeit chase took
place for about a mile, till they reached English ground.
Next day they proceeded to Berwick, where they were
received, and there remained for some time; but this
place being too near the Scottish capital for them to
continue with safety, especially as Lord Hunsdon, the
governor, was on friendly terms with the Scottish court,
they were removed first to Newcastle, thence to Nor-
wich, and afterwards to London, for the avowed pur-
pose of answering to charges exhibited against them
by the ambassador of the King of Scotland, as rebels
and traitors. This, however, was merely a pretext,
the real cause of their removal to London being to con-
cert measures for their return. The Earl of Arran,
who had so long governed the kingdom, having, by
his injustice, cruelty, and rapacity, excited the. univer- .
sal disgust and indignation of the nation ; the banished,
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or rather fugitive lords, were accordingly brought to
trial, in the month of April, 1585, before a certain
mumber of the councillors of England, appointed by the
queen ; and aithough the Scottish ambassador (who
was, nevertheless, though secretly, heartily attached to
their cause) seemingly did everything in his power to
procure their condemmation, their innocence dppeared
to be so clearly established, that they were acquitted
most honourably of every charge brought against them.

The ambassador, having thus executed his mission,
left England, where he secretly lent his aid in matu-
ring the plan for their return; and the English am-
bassador at the.court of James was, at the same time,
ordered to use all his influence with his majesty to
have them recalled.

In this state of things, the Earl of Angus, the Earl
of Mar, and the Master of Glammis, left London, and
arrived on the Borders in the month of October, 15685,
where they remained a short time; and afterwards
proceeded to Kelso, where they were kindly received
by the Earl of Bothwell, with whom they abode two or
three days, and were then joined by Lord Hume, and
.others of their friends. From this they went to Jed-
burgh, and there published a manifesto declaratory of
their intentions, and also justifying their previous cen-
duct as dictated by the imperious necessity of the case.
They dow openly dvowed that their purpose was to

- reselie the Ring from the pdwer of such wicked and
dangerous ¢pbuncillors as the Earl-of Arran and his
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party, and called upon every subject, in the king’s
name, to assist in this work. From Jedburgh they
pushed on by rapid marches, taking Hamilton and Fal-
kirk in their route, to St Ninian’s, in the neighbour-
hood of Stirling, having with them about 4000 men ;
_ and, on the very morning after their arrival, about
daybreak, they surprised the town, which they took
without almost any opposition ; the Earl of Arran ha-
ving made his escape, and the Earls of Rothes, Glen~
cairn, and Errol, being made prisoners. The eastle,
where the king resided, being unprovided for a siege
even of two days, his majesty, in great wrath, sent
a message by his secretary to the Lords, demand-
ing to know the meaning of this disloyal behaviour.
They answered,—“ Necessity.” And as they had no
intention of doing any harm to his royal person, or ta
offer his majesty any insult, so would they, on their
knees, beg pardon, if they were admitted into his pre-
sence. This answer, in some measure, calmed his fury,
and he replied, “ That although he did not approve
of Arran’s violent measures, yet he was not less dis-
pleased with their actions.” The nobles were shortly
after received by the king, who granted them his par-
don, which. was afterwards confirmed by a Parliament
held at Linlithgow ; and the party, to the satisfaction
of the country, was restored to favour.* +

* Godscroft, p. 388, et seq. Maitland, vol. II. p. 1181. Rid-
path, p. 665-6.
+ It is inferred, from letters of James which are extant, that he
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On the return of James V1., in 1590, from his matri-
monial expedition to Denmark, he and his council were
much occupied with the numerous prosecutions which
at this time were instituted against the lowest of the
community, upon charges of witchcraft and sorcery ;
and it often happened that, to escape the horrid tor-
tures to which the poor wretches who had the misfor-
tune to be suspected of these crimes were exposed,
many of them acknowledged their guilt, and made
confessions which afford sufficient evidence that they
were either extorted by, or emitted through the dread
of, these tortures. . :

The Earl of Bothwell, an ambitious and intriguing
character, and who, during the king’s absence, held the
second place in the council of the regency, was the ob-
Ject of fear, mistrust, and envy, to all those who were
actuated by a similar ambition.

That be little regarded.the means, whether of vio-
lence or deceit, by which he might attain his’ object,
there is no reason to dispute ; but there is every reason
to doubt that.a man of his intrepidity and intelligence
would have resorted to means which,. in his judgment,

was privy to the whole of this business, which he secretly encouraged ;
but, from weakness of intellect, or want of resolution, he could not
- be induced-to act 'openly or decisively against Arran and his party,

to whom he was still so partial, that before receiving the banished
lords into favour, or conferring on them the government, he exacted
from them a promise that they would not molest his former servants,

and that they would bury in oblivion all personal or family quarrels
between them.
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he must have considered as altogether inadequate to
his purpose. Be this as it may, history informs us, that
in the examinations of certain witches and sorcerers,
the king and his council received information that the
earl, while the king was abroad, had consulted with
some of these wretches how his majesty’s life might be
shorfened. On this information the earl was appre-
hended, and committed to the Castle of Edinburgh
(June 22, 1591,) upon a charge of high-treason, in order
to take his trial. After two months’ confinement, he.ef-
fected his escape, and fled to the south, where, having
collected a few followers, he was joined by the Lord of
Hume.

The Earl of Bothwell, for this act, having been de-
clared a traitor, and all who had connected themselves
with him having experienced the same treatment, their
fortunes and his became inseparable. The king, there-
fore, summoned a council, to which he required the
presence of the Lord of Hume, with the view. of enga-
ging all his nobles to assist in the apprehension or sub-
jugation of the Earl of Bothwell. Lord Hume refu-
sing to attend this meeting, the barons of the district
entered into a bond, in consequence of this refusal, to
act against them both. Bothwell, in consequence, fled
into England, and Lord Hume took shelter in Flan-
ders ;- but shortly afterwards transmitting his submis-

~sion to the ‘king, he was pardoned, and allowed to re-
turn to the kingdom. '

Bothwell still remained upon the Borders, and kept
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up a correspondence with some of his majesty’s domes-
tics in the Palace of Holyroodhouse, who favoured his
design of procuring possession of the king’s person;
and a fit opportunity, as he supposed, offering, he, by
a rapid march, reached the palace, which he entered
through a private passage, accompanied by a band of
resolute and desperate men; and would have effected his
purpose but for the intervention of some faithful and
well-affected servants, who gave the alarm in sufficient
time to allow the king to retire to a place of safety, and
to obtain help from the city, (December 27, 1591.) The
earl was, in consequence, obliged to retire, but his de-
sign was not abandoned, for he afterwards made the
same attempt at Falkland, when the king very narrow-
ly escaped falling into his hands.

The immediate effects of these two attempts to seize
his person, were the assembling of a large force by the
king to follow after and take Bothwell ; who, aware of
his inability to withstand this force, again took re-
fuge in England, imploring the protection of the queen,
and her good offices with the King of Scotland to re-
ceive him again into favour.

Although he did not obtain his object in this way,
yet, through his influence with his friends, the Stew-
arts, he was allowed to return, and was admitted into
the presence of the king at Holyroodhouse, (1598,) who,
at the solicitation of this party, granted a pardon to
him and his accomplices, with the restitution of all

their property. The king, however, considering this
6
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promise as extorted from him, took the earliest oeca-
sion that offered of calling a convention at Stirling;
when, upon due deliberation, the king was absolved
from this promise, and it was determined to send a
message to the ear], offering pardon to him atid his fok
lowers, if supplication was made in a eértain tinte, but
only ont eondition of his leaving the kingdom during his
ma;esty s pleasure.

These terms were accepted by Bothwell ; but lears-
. ing that Hume had been allowed to return to eourt,
. he threatened the king that he would oblige him to ful-
fil the promise given to hint at Holyroodhouse; and,
despairing of this by negotiation, agaiti took wp arms to
enforce it. He was, in consequence, summoned to ap-
pear before the cotncil, and failing so to do, was 4 se-
cond time denouirced a rebel. '

Bothwell, aware of the distracted state of the coun-
try, and knowing well the irresotute tettper of the king,
had obtained the concurrence of a number of powerful
nobles in his attemptto overthrow the present measures
of the court; and in this he was encoufaged, (fhough
secretly,) by the English cabinet, who regsrded James
in heart, attached to the Catholic cause, wlnch Eliza~
beth was endeavouring, by every mreans int ker power,
to destroy. The king, irritated by the obstinacy of
Bothwell, yet desirous of avoiding the last extremity,
sutnmoned a convention at Linlithgow ; wherein it was
agreed to offer to Bothwell, and to his confederates,

E
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(Huntly and Errol,) the restitution of their estates, on
the condition of their quitting the kingdom. The cler-
gy, however, opposing this, as betraying the cause of
religion, and as contrary to the repeated declarations
of the king, it became void.

Meanwhile the king, aware that the excommunicated
popish lords had entered into a league to send to Spain
for an army to assist them in the invasion of England,
for the purpose of delivering the Spanish Catholics who
had fallen into the hands of the queen, sent an embassy
to the court of Queen Elizabeth, requesting money, to
defend the kingdom against the landing of the Spa-
niards, to enable him to punish these popish lords ; and
at the same time requesting Bothwell to be delivered up.

The Queen, still distrustful of James, did not comply
with his requests to the extent he expected. . A small
sum of money was given to him ; and, with respect to
Bothwell, lier answer was, “ that, agreeable to treaty,
he would be delivered up, or sent from the kingdom.”
Still, however, she secretly encouraged Bothwell, who
continued lurking about the Borders.

The rejection of the offers made by the king to Both-
well and his adherents, on the recommendation of the-
convention held at Linlithgow, to which, without doubt,
he was stimulated by the promises of the English court,
incensed his majesty to that degree, that he resolved to
bring the whole .of them to instant trial ; and for this
purpose summoned them to surrender themselves pri-
soners in certain castles. This they refused ; and this
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refusal, joined to the certain’ intelligence the King had
received of the dealings of the English-ambassador with
these rebels, so irritated him, that he dssembled a body
of troops, (April 1594,) amounting to upwards of 1000
men, at Kelso, under the command ‘of Lord Hume,
Lairds Cessford and Buccleugh, to oppose Bothwell,
should he attempt to enter the kingdom ;- where, after
remaining for some time, they dispersed. - Bothwell,
apprized of this, immediately crossed the Borders, and
arrived at Kelso with 400 horse, well armed and equip-
ped, where he was joined by Lord Ochiltree, with 100
men. With this small force he left Kelso next day, and
proceeding by way. of Dalkeith, he marched to Leith, in
expectation of being joined by Atholl and others:

Disappointed, however, in meeting these chiefs, he-
resolved to make good his retreat by the same route
to the Borders; and accordingly, in the course of the .
night, leaving Leith, he drew up his men in order of -
battle on the plain between Leith-and Edinburgh, where
he continued till mid-day, in open defiance of the king’s
troops. On his advance south, when ‘but a short dis- -
tance from the metropolis, he was followed by Lord
Home ; but, turning suddenly upon him, he. attacked
and defeated his troops, pursuing them to the vicinity
‘of the Burrow-moor, where the king Was en¢amped with
the citizens of Edinburgh, and his artillery ; and the
pursuit was only stopped on his receiving a fall from. .
his horse, by which he was severely bruised.

Next day he retired unmolested to Dalkeith, and af-
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terwards to Kelso, where his forces separated ; and he
again retired into. England.

Matters by this tinie having been in some measure
explained and adjusted between Elizabeth and James,
she by proclamation forbade Bothwell coming into Eng-
land, or being reeeived imto any dwelling-house. He
then returned to Seotland, where he made a fruitless
attempst to obtain assistanee from his old friends; and
after wandering for seme time as an exile in Caithness,
he again withdrew to England ; bu¢ fearing lest he
might be apprehended, and sent to Scotland as a rebel,
(according to the agreement between the two eourts,) he
took refuge, first in: France, afterwards in Spain, and

_ lastly in Italy ; dragging out a miserable emstenee,

pitied and fergotten.

Meanwhile his vast estates were eonfiscated by King
James, who divided them among the following chiefs,
formerty his partizans, but now his enemies. - To Lexd
Hume he gave Coldimghame.; Kelso to Robert Cart of
Cessford ; and Liddisdale to Walter Scott of Bucclengh ;
while the: wife and family of Bothwell were left with
s¢arely any support.*

Firom the peried when the mfm'matron in Germany

‘had obtained something like a firm foundation, and the

dectrines. and prineiples of thetwo great leaders in that
important event had guined a footing in England and
Scotland, the whole power of the Roman Pontiff was

. Mpuﬂl,p-(isﬁ
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exerted in both eountries to prevent theéir dissemima.
tion and increase. Notwithstanding every attempt,
whether by imsinuation and flattery, or by force and
persecution, to attain this end, these opinions soon obr
tained a preponderant influence in eithar kingdom.

The contention in both conntries, while under sepa-
ratemonarchs,wasprincipanyamﬁndmthehoad
basis of Protestantism against Popery ; and.in this war.
fare their success was complete,—Popery being so far
abolished, that the Protestant became -the established
religion in both.

No sooner, however, was the government of the two
kingdoms vested in one sovereign, than a scheme was
formed for effecting a uniformity in rites, principles,
and doctrine, throughout the empire; and the king,
{Charles L.,) easily falling in with the forims df worship
and doctrine establishied in England, lent all his autho-
rity to the plans formed by the bigotted and pérsecu-
ting bigshops to carry this purpose into effect. Thus
were. sown -the seeds of all the calamities which befil
both countries in this and the three succeeding reigns.

The Scots, who under James had received a modified
Episcopacy, spo imbibed so violent a dislike of an hie-
rarchical pelity, and their: attachment to Presbytery
{which had so powerfully been inculcated by the seal of
Knox and Melville) became so .strong, that they re-
garded everything connected with Episoopacy as so
many symbols of Popery. As such, they viewed the
attemapts of Charles 1. to introduce a new Liturgy and
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canons into the Kirk of Scotland, and entered into a
covenant to stand by each other, even at the risk of
their lives, in opposing this imprudent and tyrannical
measure.

The king, however, notwithstanding of every re-
monstrancs, still persevered ; and, urged on by his ad-
visers, of whom Archbishop Laud was the chief, deter-
mined, at all hazards, to force upon the Scots nation a
form of worship no less obnoxious to their feelings than
contrary to his own interest and duties. The conse-
quence of this infatuated policy was a civil war.

The measure, however, being determined on, orders
were sent to.Scotland that .the new Liturgy should be
read in all the churches on Easter Sundny, 1637 ; but
the opposition expected to be made to it so strongly ap-
peared; that it was not carried into effect on that day,
nor was it attempted to be réad until farther orders
should be received from his majesty. . These orders soon
came, and the ecclesiastics were commanded to perform
this service, under high penalties. Accordingly, next
Saebbath -it was attempted in the Cathedral Church
of 8t Giles, at Edinburgh, the archbishops, bishops,
lords of session, and magistrates, being present; but
‘the tumult was such that it became necessary to turn
out the greater part of the congregation by force ; and
‘the doors being shut against them, the service was gone
-through ; thesmultitude, however, continuing their riot-
ous behaviour without, by assailing the church with
stanes, venting their execrations against the king and his
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council, and threatenmg the lives of those who had per-
formed the service, the military was called out for their
protectxon At the same time, petitions from various
parts of Scotland were addressed to the king, complain-
ing of this measure, and setting forth their reasons forre-
fusing to obey his commands in this instance. To these
representations the king returned a most unfavourable
answer; at the same time, he issued a proclamation,
forbidding the people to meet for framing petitions, upon
pain of high-treason. Against this stretch of power a
strong protest was taken by a number of noblemen, ba-
rons, ministers, apd burghers, who asserted their right
to petition the king, and declared, that all their proceed-
ings in this affair were only for the preservation of the
true reformed religion, the laws and liberties of the
kmgdom o )
The assembling of such multitudes in: contravention
of the king’s proclamation, " inspired the council with
apprehension of danger ; they therefore recommended
that the four classes above-mentioned should choose a
certain number of delegates to meet concerning this bu-
siness, till the king’s pleasure should be known. This
was agreed to, and the’ rest of the people returned
quietly to their homes. These delegates having met at
Edinburgh, commissioners were chosen by them to di-
gest the matters agreed to by the whole body, whose
decision on these points-was 'to be final. The first thing
the commissioners decided upon was the renewal of
the solemn league and covenant subscribed by King
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James, his bousehold, and by the whole Scots nae-
tion; and to this was added a narrative of the diffe-
rent acts of Parliament, by which the reformed religion
had been ratified since that time ; and also a declaration
of all the innovations that had taken place contrary to
the king’s coronation oath, aud the eatablished doctrines
of the church ; and that they would not yield obedience
unto them yntil the same were sanctioned by a Gene-
ral Assembly and by Parliament. A copy of this act
being sent to his majesty for his concurrence, he was so
much displeased, that he get his face against it, and was
determined not to be thwarted in his original design.
This declaration, nevertheless, was signed with great
solemnity and devotion at Edinburgh, in February
1638, and copies sent through the whole kingdom for
the same purpose ; and so eager were the Scots to sub-
scribe, that, by the month of April, there was scarcely
a Presbyterian whose name was not affixed to it.
Such bold proceedings on the part of the Scots had
this effect, that the king was induced to call his coun-
cil, in order to cousider the measures proper to be
adopted, to prevent the resort to arms ; but, at the same

time, to enforce obedience to his mandates. At thijs.

council it was determined to appoint commissioners to
hear and to deliberate upon the grievances complained
of, and, if possible, to effect a reconciliation :—should
this prove ineffectual, to employ coercive means in or-
der to obtain submissjon, , .

To second these views, the Marquis of Hamilton was
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appointed his majesty® high commissioner to Scotland,
with instructions, for the present, to suspend the use
of the Liturgy, but, nevertheless, to require the cove.
naat to be delivered up within six weeks. The mar-
quis was very well received on his arrival at Edin-
burgh, but when the nature of his powers were made
public, they were pat found at all calculated to allay the
ferment the former. procedure of his majesty had pro.
duced ; so that, after making every endeavour to obtain
the end of his mission, he was obliged to represent to the
king the necessity either of yielding to the people, ar of
speedily quelling the malcontents by force. ' The latter
advice was unfortunately followed, and his majesty,
upon receipt of this intelligence, declared the Covenant- -
ers rebels, and made preparations to reduce them to
obedience.

In the meantime, the Covenanters, aware of the
king’s determination, used every exertion to resist it,
and for this purpose an army was raised, the command
of which was given to General Lesley, (who was sent for
from Germany, and who, upon this occasion, quitted the
Swedish service ;) they also secured the castles of Edin.
burgh and Dumbarton, but, at the same time, were mi-
serably deficient in arms, ammunition, and money. The
command of the king’s forces was mtrusted to t.he Mar-
quis of Hamilton. -

The army of the Covenanters, which amounted tq
from seventeen to eighteen thousand men, was ordered
to rendezvons st Dunse, from whenee it weat to Kelso.
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In the meantime, the king having taken the field in
person, arrived at Birks, in the neighbourhood of Ber-
wick, where he pitched his camp; and where, on the
2d June, 1689, he received information that the Seots
had established their quarters at Kelso. His majesty
hereupon called a council of war, when it was deter-
mined to send the Earl of Holland against them with
one thousand horse, and three thousand foot. This
force crossed the Tweed the next day at Twisle, but,
from the intense heat, although somewhat refreshed by
crossmg the river, they were scarcely able to proceed.
Having, however, arrived within a short distance of
the Covenanters’ army, a herald was dispatched to de-
mand the reason of such a warlike advance ; but a large
body of horse and foot, which had hitherto been con-
cealed, coming suddenly upon the English, they, after a
little deliberation, judged it prudent to retreat; and ax-
riving at the camp, their discomfiture tended in no small
degree to discourage the king's army,—a great portion
of which was by no means hearty in the cause.

* 'The following letter, sent from Sir Henry Vane to
the Marquis of Hamilton, will show the state of affairs
at this time :—

¢« My Lorp, -
¢ By the dispatch Sir James Hamilton brought your lord-
ship from his Majesty’s sacred pen, you were left at your li-
berty to commit any act of hostility upon the rebels, when
your lordship should find it most opportune. Since which,
my. Lord. Holland, with 1000 horse, and 3000 foot, marched
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towards Kelsey, himself advanced towards them with ,'ége,g L
horse, (leaving the foot three iniles behind,) to a place calipd; =
Maxwell-heugh, a height above Kelsey; which, when the re-
bels discovered, they instantly marched out with 150 horse,
and (as my Lord Holland says) eight or ten thousand foot ;
five or six thousand there might have bin. He thereupon
sent a trumpeét, commanding them to retreat, acoording to
what they had promised by the proclamation. They asked,
whose trumpet he was ? He said, my Lord Holland’s. Their
answer was, He were best to be gone. And so my Lord Hol-
land made his retreat, and waited on his majesty this night to
give him this account.

. This morning advertisement is brought his majesty that
Lesley, with 12,000 men,-is at Cockburnspath, that 5000
men will be this night or to-morrow at Dunce, 6000 at Kel-
sey ; so his 'majesty’s opinion is, with many of his council, to
keep himself upon a defensive, and make himself here ag fast
as he can ; for his majesty doth now clearly see, and is fully
satisfied in his own judgment, that what passed in the galle-
ry* betwixt his majesty, your lordship, and myself, hath bin
bat too much verified on this occasion ; and therefore his ma-
jesty would not have you to begin with them, but to settle
things with you in a safe and good posture, and yourself to
come hither in person, to consult what counsels are fit to be
taken, as the affairs now hold. And so, wuhing your lord-
ship a speedy paseage, I rest,

¢ Your lordship’s
¢ most humble servant,
¢ and faithful friend,
¢ H. VaNE.

“ From the Camp at
Huntley-field, this
4th of June, 1639.”

* That the nobility and gentry of Eungland would never incline
to invade Scotland, and thereby begin an offensive war.



76 HISTORY OF KELSO.

The day following, the King's camp was thyown
into considerable alarm by the approach of the 8cottish
army, which took up its station at Dunse Hill. This
gave the king occasion to find fault with the director
of his scouts, who had permitted this advance to be
made without giving him timely informatian. At this
period the two armies were encamped in sight of each
other, but neither had an inclination to offer battle ;
and the provisions of the ¥nglish beginning to fail,
they were the less inclined for hostile proceedings. A
couneil was accordingly held the second day after, when
proposals for a reconciliation were made, which being
accepted, the Seottish army was disbanded ; the king
having consented to allow them the free enjoyment of
the privileges secured to them by various declarations
and acts of Parliament.

This peace, however, was not of longd\u'atlon, for
we find the Beottish army advancing the year: follow-
ing to Newcastle, where a battle took place, in which
they wet:e victorious, and obtained possession of the
town. Another treaty was shortly after comcluded by
commissioners appointed by both parties ; but this also
proving unsatisfactory, neither of them considered it
binding. - -

Had, however, the king been sincere in his desire
for peace, the above treaties, although defective, might
have had the effect of preserving tranquillity ; but from
~ his vacillating conduct, in always granting what was
wrested from him in the hour of danger, and receding
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as soon as that damger ceased to exist, the Covenanters
found that no faith could be placed either in his pro-
mises, his declarations, or his treaties. Accordingly,
finding themselves so repeatedly deceived, they prepa-
red for the worst. '
At this time matters were in a very critical state;
the king, whe still had a strong party in England and
Ireland, had been very successful in his operations in
the west and south of England, which gave the Eng-
Fish parliament serious alarm. In this dilemma, and
when they daily expected that ke would mrarch upon
the capital, they applied for assistance to the Scots, who
eonsented to make eommen cause with them, but only
on condition that the Solemn League and Covenamt
should be recognized and signed by the Englisk nation,
and thus become the bond of their wnion. This being
agreed upon by the Parliament, and the Assembly of
Divines, then sitting at Westminster, it was solemnly
sworn to and signed by the House of Commons, and
the Assembly, on the 25th of September. On the 15th
of October, it was subscribed by the lords. The lords
of his majesty’s council were afterwards summoned to
sign it, which some of them refusing, they were decla-
red enemies to religion, their king and country, and
their goods ordained to be seized, and their persons ap-
prehended. To avoid the latter, many of them left the
country. On the 2d February following, (1644,) it was
published throughout the kingdom, accompanied with
an exhortation drawn up by the Assembly, recommend-
ing the people to receive it, and requesting that all
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above the age of eighteen years should subscribe the
same.

The treaty of union being thus completed, the Cove-
nanters ordered their army to march to England, which
took possession of Berwick in the month of December,
and on the 19th of January, 1644, crossed the Tweed,
to the number of 21,000, under the command of Ge-
neral Lesley;* and being joined to the forces under
Lord Fairfax, the Earl of Manchester, and Lieute-
nant-General Cromwell, they laid siege to the city of
York, which being relieved by Prince Rupert, a battle
took place on Marston Moor, wherein the prince was
‘defeated, with the loss of 3000 men, and the whole of
his artillery. He then retired to Chester, leaving the
whole of the garrisons in the north in the power of
the Covenanters, to whom they submitted in the course
of the ensuing summer.{

* General Lesley was created Earl of Leven, Lord Balgonie, by
King Charles, in 1641, and received his patent with great solem-
nity in the presence of the parliament at Edinburgh, on the 6th No-
vember, the king himself placing the coronet on his head. See Sir
J. Balfour, v. III. p. 189.

+ Kelso. -appears at this time to have been the depot where troops
were collected,. in order to furnish reinforcements to the army in
England ; as we see by a proclamation published at the Cross of
Edinburgh, on the 11th of June this year, for the commanders and
officers under the Earl of Kalender’s charge to repair to the rendes-
vous at Kelso.—Robertson’s Index.

In the same year, on account of some of the English forces in the
king’s interest being in the neighbourhood of Kelso, the Scots Par-
liament, on the 10th of April, passed an act, prohibiting the exporta-
tion of grain from Scotland to England by land :—

*“ The Estatis presentlie convened, considering, that in respect of

~
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The war being thus ended in this quarter, we ‘hear
nothing of the Covenanters’ army, till, in the year
1645, we find the Marquis of Douglas and Lord Ogil-
vie sent, by order of Montrose, into the shires of Annan-
dale and Nithsdale, to prevent Lesley from advancing
with his army towards the Borders. In the meantime
Lesley, having marched to Berwick, took the Earls
of Roxburgh and Hume prisoners. On learning this,
Montrose marched to Kelso, and from thence to Jed-
burgh, and afterwards to Selkirk, where, having quar-
tered his cavalry in the town, he placed his infantry in
a wood at a little distance from it. Lesley, however,
having followed him unobserved to that town, came
upon him by surprise, on the 13th of September, and
taking him thus unawares, the English army was thrown
into the utmost confusion ; and before they could reco-
" ver from it, Lesley had commenced his attack an their
right wing. The English, unable to make any’ effectual
resistance, were beat back, and forced to beg for quar-.
ter : Lesley, nevertheless, commanded them to be cut
in pieces. The route being complete, the whole baggage
fell into the hands of the Scottish army. .

The next mention we find of the army of the Cove-

some Englishe trouperis lying on the way of Northumberland, That
it is not saif that any meale be carried frome Kelso into England be
land, Do therefore discharge all carieing of anie victuale into Eng-
land be land, bot be order of the Comittees of Estatis of this king-
dome ; and recomendis to the Comittee of Warre of Roxburgh, Sel-
kirk, To see this order punctualhe observed,”—Acts q’ Pw'lmum
vol. VL p. 84.
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nanters, is in 1647, when, by an agreement entered
into by eommissioners appointed for this purpose, it
left Newcastle, on the 80th of January, for Berwick;
and from thence, on the 11th of February, marched to
Kelso. This place had been fixed upon as the rendez-
vous of the whole army, which was to assemble in the
abbey ; and having there met, six regiments of horse
were disbanded, on delivering up their arms, and ta-
king the following oath : « That they should commit no
manner of violence on the roads they were to take in
going to their own houses ; that they should continue
faithful to the League and Covenant betwixt the two
kingdoms ; and, lastly, that they should never ingage
themselves in any party against these two crowns.”*

The circumstances sttending this prolonged and un-
natural war are so well known, that we forbear to en-
large farther on the subject. The grand object for
whiéh both nations took up arms was obtained, and
the Presbyterian form of worship fully acknowledged
and established in Scotland. Happy it is for us that we
live in an age when liberty of conscience is enjoyed,
and every one is allowed to practise in peace whatever
mode of worship is most congenial to his own mind
and conscience. : ,

In the year 1645, the inhabitants of Kelso were

* Monteith, p. 59, et seq. Rushworth, vol. I. p. 19, et seg. Nal-
son, vol. L. p. 280, et seq. Thurloe’s State Papers, vol. I. p. 19, ¢
seq. Gordon’s Fam. of Gordon, vol. IL. p. 805-489. Neal, vol.
I. p. 230, et seq. Burnet’s Duke of Hamilton, p. 139.

s
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doomed to suffer from one of the most severe catami-
ties with which the human- race can be visited. The
plague, which for some time past had been raging at
Newecastle, was brought thither, where it commenced
its ravages with all the fury natural to that disease.
How long it continued the scourge of the inhabitants
we are not informed, but it afterwards broke out in.
Edinburgh, where it was so fatal, that Parliament re-
moved from thence to Stirling, where the same distern-
per soon after appearing, they adjourned their sittings
to.the 24th day of July, to be then held at Perth.* -

About the year 1648, the election of commissioners
for the church gave rise o much contention, and oc-
casioned many private quarrels, which it was feared
might end in another civil war. In consequence, a
number of English officers who had been discharged,
tendered their sérvices, and in a very short time up-
wards of 100 arrived at Kelso and Peebles, with the
expectation of being employed. Apprehensive, how-
ever, that their views in coming to Scotland might be
misrepresented or misconstrued, they sent two of their
body as a deputation to Parliament, to explain their
reasons for so doing ; but no rupture taking place, their
services were not required.}

No town in Scotland has been more frequently. vi-
sited by fire, or suffered more from that destructive ele-
ment, than the town of Kelso. During the wars between

* Guthrie’s Mem. p. 189. + Ibid. p. 261.
’ F
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the two kingdoms, being peculierly exposed to the in-
roads of the English, it repeatedly fell a prey to the
flames, the invaders having, every time they got pos-
session of the town, destroyed it more or less. It has
also siffered much from wicked incendiaries, who have’
frequently attempted to lay it in ruins by setting fire to
it in different places.

In the month of March, in the year 1684,* it was to-
tally destroyed by an accidental fire which broke out at
two different places, and raged with such fury, that the
flames could not be subdued before the whole of the
town was consumed. In consequence of this awful ca-
lamity, a proclamation} was issued on the 17th of April
- following; recommending a general collection through-
out the kingdom, for the relief of the suffering inhabit-
ants, and for the purpose of rebuilding the town. About
eighty years ago it met with nearly.a similar fate ; and,
since that period, it has suffered considerably at diffe-
rent times, from the acts of wilful incendiaries. So fre-
quent were the attempts at wilful firé-raising, that the
inhabitants were put in the utmost consternation from
the dread of having their dwellings burned during the
night ; and it was deemed necessary to institute a nightly
watch for their safety. For this purpose, a portion of
the inhabitants were selected every evening, and placed
under the .direction of some respectable householder,

* Law's Mem. p. 261. Fountainhall, p. 85, 91.

+ We are sorry we cannot procure a copy of this proclamation ;
but we find, from the records of the city of Edinburgh, that on this
occasion a liberal sum was raised by subscription for relief of the
sufferers.
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whose duty it was to take care that they patroled the
streets from sunset till the break of day. ‘Happily these
precauntions ‘are now become unneeessary, nothing of
this diabelical nature having been attempted for seve-
ral years past.

The rebellion which broke out in the year 17‘15, for
the purpose of replacing the house of Stuart on the
throne they had for so many centuries possessed, was
for some time «confined to thé northern provinces, the
rebels not having acquired sufficient strength or confi-
dence to proceed southwards. In the month of Oc-
tober, however, when they had obtained possession of
the :whole coast of Fife, they meditated an attempt on
the ‘southern counties; and, having landed a consis
derable body of their forces' on' the Lothian shore .of
the Forth, at -Aberlady, North Berwick, and other
places adjacent, they marched to Haddington and. Tra-~
nent, where they quartered the first night; next day
they marched to Edinburgh, which they expected to
bave taken by surprise, and to have been joinéd by a
number of the inhabitants ; but being disappointed, and
learning that the Duke of Argyle was rapidly advan-
cing from S8tirling with a strong detachment of dra-
goons, they changed their plan, and resolved to attack
the town of Leith, which they took possession of with-
out resistance; and, to guard against surprise, they
placed their troops in the citadel, (an old demolished
fort built by Oliver Cromwell,) which they fortified
with cannon taken out of the ships in the harbour.
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The Duke of Argyle having, in the meantime, arrived,
he hastened to attack them with 400 horse, and 200
foot, but finding them so strongly posted that he eould
not act against them without artillery, he returned to
Edinburgh to make the necessary preparations for at«
tacking them next day.

. Informed of his intention, and aware of their inability
to withstand the force he was able to bring against them,
and, at the same time, despairing of any rising of the
people in their favour, the rebels determined to effect
their retreat under cover of the darkness of the night.
Accordingly, taking advantage of the low ebb of the
tide, they quitted the fort, and marching off by the head
of the pier on the sands, they crossed the mouth of the
river to the knees only in water, with so much si
lence, that they effected their escape unobserved, and
marching eastward, came safe to Seaton-house, in the
immediate neighbourhood of Musselburgh, with the
loss of about forty stragglers only.

While posted there, several ineffectual attempts were
made by detachments from the garrison of Edinburgh
to dislodge them; but having received intelligence thata
considerable rising had been effected in Northumbera
land in favour of the Pretender,* under the command

* Patten, in his History of the Rebellion, states, that the rebels
who had taken arms in Northumberland, on learning of General
Carpenter's approach, and that the Highlanders were on their march
to Kelso, resolved to join them at this place, and having leR Wooler
for this purpose, when they came near to the town they balted on 2
moor to arrange their troope and to appoint officers. « Whilst they




ANCIENT HISTORY. 85

of Mr Forster, and also of the south-conntry gentlemen ¢
under the command of Lord Viscount Kenmure ; and
pi the same time receiving an express from Mr Forster
inviting them to meet him at Kelso, they resolved im-
mediately to quit this station, and to march to the south.
They aceordingly left Seaton-house on the 19th of Oc-
tober, and arrived next day at Dunse, where, after ha-
ving proclaimed the Pretender, they took up their quar.
ters for the night. ' The next morning, the 22d, they
marched towards Kelso, where the English and Seotch
horse, (i. e. the Northumberland and Nithsdale rebels,)
had arrived ; and so excessively were they éxhilarated
by the accounts they had received of the gallantry and
good conduct manifested by the Highlanders in cross-
ing ‘the Frith, and their fature proceedings, that the
Nithsdale cavalry, without halting at Kelso, proceeded
to Ednam Bridge to greet their arrival, and triumph-
antly conducted them to the town, where the whole of
the rebel forces was now collected. *

were thus employed, there came some townsmen from Kelso and ac-
quainted the rebels that Sir William Bennet of Grubbet, who had
been in Kelso, and had barricadoed the town, pretending to keep
post there, had gane off in the night with his men, and that they
might enter the town without opposition; so they continued their
march, and crossing the Tweed, though very deep at that time, and
rapid, they entered the town. The Highlanders came into the town
presently after, from the Scofs side, with their bagpipes playing, led
byoldMackintoob,buttheymadeaveryindifemntﬁgUﬁ» for the
rain and their Jong marches had extremely fatigued them, though
t.he,u- old brigadier, wbo .warched attheheadef them, appenrad very
we

* Although the rebels acquu'ed pemblepulumoi them-at
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Next day, being Sunday, Lord Kenmure, command-
ing in chief, ordered Mr Patten, chaplain to Mr Fors-
ter, to preach in the forenoon at the “ Great Kirk,” and
gave orders that all the men should attend divine ser-
vice. 'In the afternoon, Mr William Irvine, a Scottish
clergyman, delivered an eloguent discourse, strenuously
exhorting his audience to be zealous and steady in the
cause.” Next morning, the Highlanders were drdawn up
in the church-yard, and marched with colours flying,
drums beating, and bagpipes playing, to the Market-
place, where they were formed into a circle, having an
inner circle composed of the gentlemen volunteers,
within wiilch stood the logds and . other gentry - Si-

thq penod lt doe| not appear. tlmt the inhabitants were fnendly to
the cause ; for,  on the 8th of August, the mhabltants of Kelso as-

mbled in their church and with the utmost unanimity subscribed
the following agreément c—‘.We, subscribers, do, by these presents,
bind and_ oblige ourselves, by..the blessing of God; to agsist and stand
by one another in defence of our lawful sovereign, King George, the
succession of the crown happtly established by law, and the Protest-
ant rehglon, in opposltton to a Popish Pretender, and all his abet-
tors”. Next day Mr Chatto, a magistrate, assisted by the nelgh-
bouking/gentlémen, Mr Ramsay, the minister, ard the principal in-
hiabitants, concerted measures for their mutual defence. ' Besides
those Whio were already armed, 120 muskets were given to a select
number of ‘the inhabitants, under the command of proper officers,
and distributed through the several wards of the town. Such was the
vesolutibh of the inhabitants of this place, which was merely 4 burgh
df tegality helonging to ‘the Duke of Roxburghe, that a hundred more
offéred their sdrtices than opuld-be supplied with brms. They were
réviswod by Sir. Williain. Bennet, of Grubbet, and Sir John Pringle,
of Stitchel, Bargs. Ihdedd, the whole of Teviotdale displayed a great
attachment to the principles of the Revolutlon. —Ckarle:’ Traous in
Sauhod,vol.l.p.m . v
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lence being commanded, the trumpet sounded, and Bea- .
ton of Barns, who assumed 'the title of Earl of Dun-
fermline, proclaimed the Pretender, in the following -
terms :—

“ Whereas, by the decease of the late King James the
Seventh, the imperial crowns of these realms did li-
neally descend to his lawful heir and son, our sovereign
James the Eighth; we, the lords, &c., do declare him
our lawful king over Scotland, England,” &c.

Afterwards was read the manifesto of the Earl of
Mar, and the other noblemen, gentlemen, &c., asserting
the undoubted right of their lawful sovereign, James
the Eighth, to the crown, and for relieving the kingdom
from its oppressions and grievances, arising particu-
larly from the union of the two kingdoms, the heavy
taxes levied, and the large debts imposed for the main-
tenance of foreign troops; which being finished, the
people, with loud acclamations, shouted, No union ! No
malt ! No salt-tax ! '

" 'This ceremony having been concluded, the High-
landers were sent to their quarters, where they remain-
“ed till the 27th, during which time nothing material oc-
curred except searching for fire-arms and ammunition,
of which, however, they did not find much, having
only picked up a few muskets,* some pieces of cannon

* The following very uncommon accident happened while the re-
bels lay in Kelso, which, from its singularity, deserves to be record-
ed :—* A Highlander having taken the lock from his twusket, he laid
down the barrel, &c., across the arms of a chair, whilst he, at two

yards’ distance, having cleaned, and was trying the lock, a spark of
fire flew from it directly, and most exactly, to the touch-hele of the
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which formenly belonged to Hume Castle, sosse broad-
swords, 4ed a'small guantity of gun-powder which lay
concegled in the chureh. .

General Carpenter, commanding the royal troops who
were sent in pursuit of the rebels, having now arrived
at Wooler, and purposing to be at Xelso on the 28th,
Lord Kenmure, on reocgiving this intelligence, called a
council of war to consider the proper measures to be
adopted, when it being agreed to retire from Kelso,
he marched immediately from thence to Jedburgh ; and
it being afterwards decided that the army should ad-
vance into England, they proceeded to Preston, where
they were surréunded by the royal army, and forced to
surrender prisoners at discretion. Here the Karls of
Nithsdale and Wintoun, Lord Viscount Kenmure, and
Leoxd Nairn, were made prisoners.*

In the year 1718, a General Compmission of Oyer
and Términer was appointed for the trial of those im-
plicated in the late rebellion ; the Right Honourable
the Lord Justice-Clerk, Lord Pencaitland, end Lord
Newhall, were the commissioners, and they were to sit
at Perth, Dundee, Cupar, and Kelso, On the 15th of
September they left Edinburgh for Perth, attended by
a-great number of gentlemaen and lawyers, to commenge
theix sittings ; and having beem detained longer in the
-piece, which was loaded, and went off and wounded three children
sitting round the fire ; and it was the more strange, that at such a
.diatance, by mere chance, a spark should direct its way to the touch-

hole, .and the bullet should wound all the three children who did not
sit in a line.”~~PaTTEN.

* Patten’s Hist. of Rebellion, p. 18, ef seq.
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notth than they expected, Lord Newhall was sent from
Cuparto Kelso to adjowrn the couirt for some days, till
the other judges should arrive. -The court, however,
met at Kelso the 4th of October, when only a single case
was presented for its consideration, which was against
a Mr Cranston ; but the grand jury having retwrned
the bill, ignoramus, the jury was dismissed, and the
court adjourned. On the 7th of Oetoher the lords re-
turned to Edinburgh.*

Notwithstanding the nnsuccessful termination of the
attempt made by the Pretender.in the years 1715.16,
to wrest the sceptre of these realms from the reigning
family, he still maintained a secret correspondence with
the disaficeted nobles and others, who only waited a
proper opportinity to renew the same scenes of blood-
shed and misery which bad aeeompanied and followed
the former rebellion.

This opportunity seemed to offer itself in the year
1745, when, from the disputes in parlisment, carried on~
with umgsual acrimony between the Whig and Tory
parties, foreign powers, but especially France, comsi-
dered the nation ripe for revolt. That power, ever jea-
lous of the inereasing prosperity of Great Bridain,
. judged this period, therefore, mest favourable for as-
sisting the Chevalier de 8t George to regain posseseion
of the throne of his ancestors, the people being vepre-
sented as groaning under the oppression of a foreigner,
and burdened for purposes destructive of British liberty.

* Scots Coursnt, 1718,
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The French ministry, desirous of distracting the Bri-
tish councils, and of forcing King George to withdraw
his support from Austria and her allies, concerted mea-
sures with the Chevalier, then residing at Rome, for an
invasion of these kingdoms. '

Tempted by the lavish promises of support in men
and money, the Chevalier readily fell into their views;
but being incapable of engaging personally in the ex-
pedition, on account of his advanced age, he delegated
this trust to His son Charles, who acocepted the com-
-mand with enthusiasm and alacrity. His brave and
enterprizing spirit, and his amiable and courteous de-
meanour, soon secured to him the esteem and affection
of those who favoured his cause ; and, encouraged by
the representations of the Highland chiefs, (who consi-
dered the measuresg of the existing government in at-
tempting to dissolve their clans, to be destructive of

‘their power and consequence, which they expected,

should they prove suceessful in placing him upon the
throne, to retain,) he resolved to make a vigorous at-
tesapt to recover the kingdom eof his ancestors.

The design of France at first was to land a large
army on the southern coast of England ; but this force
having put to sea, and come in sight of a strong Eng-
lish flest which.it was not thought safe to encounter,
escaped into port, after suffering a considerable loss of
transports in a severe storm. The plan of invading
England on a large scale was, in consequence, aban-
doned.

Charles, by no means discouraged at this inauspici-
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ous commencement, persisted in his application to the
French court for a vessel to convey him to Scotland,
which kingdom being represented to him as totally des-
titute of troops, he was led to believe would be an easy
conquest ; and his request being at last complied with,
he embarked on the 15th of July, on board a small ves-
sel of eleven guns, at the port of St Lagare, accompa-~
nied by the Marquis of Tullibardine, and some others,
and, after a most boisterous passage, succeeded .in land-
ing at Borodale, in Lochaber, in the latter end of the
same month. ' :
Here he remained till about the middle of August,
when, having collected about 1800 men, he determi-
ned to push to the southward. With this force, which
daily increased, he advanced by Perth, Stirling, &c., to
Edinburgh, the royal troops retiring on his-approach ;
and on the 17th of September he reached the capital,
‘and fixed his head-quarters at Holyroodhouse. .
" General Cope, who, on the first accounts of the land-
ing of Prince Charles, had been sent .to the north to
oppose his progress, having, on his arrival at Inver-
ness; learned the prinee’s advance to the south, hastened
with his army to Aberdeen, where it was embarked. for
the Frith of Forth, and, landing at Dunbar on'the
15th of September, marched immediately for Edin~
burgh. On receipt of :this intelligence, the prince,ian
the 20th, marched to the eastward to meet him. The
next day the fatal battle of Prestonpans took place;.af-
ter which the -prinee returned to the capital, where'hi¢
remained till the 2d-of November, when, informed of
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the vast preparations making in Englend to oppose
him, he determined to advance into that country by the
way of Carlisle.

On the same day the last of the Highlanders de-
parted from Edinburgh ; and next day the rear of the
army left Dalkeith, accompanied by Prince Charles on
foot. The army advanced in three colwmns ; the right
column, amounting to nearly 2000 men, marched by
Peebles, Moffat, &e. ; the middle, by Lauder, Selkirk,
and Hawick ; and the left, amounting to nearly 4000
men, by Kelso. Prince Charles marched with this co-
lumn, and entered Kelso on the fourth, in the evening.
From thence be sent a message o Wooler, to prepare
quarters for 4000 foot, but instead of proceeding thi-
ther, he passed the T'weed on the 6th, and took the
road to Hawick ; from whence he directed his noute by
Langholm, Cannoby, and Longtoun, towards Row-
cliff, where he crossed the river within four miles of
Carlisle, and, reaching Murray’s on Borough-side, he
balted on the 8th, waiting for'the arrival of the other
columns. :

Many of the Highlanders deserted on the march,
especially at Kelso; and maeny of his followers, with
their arms, were secured, and delivered to the gover-
nor of the castle of Edinburgh, and to the commanders
of his majesty’s ships in the Forth.

Notwithstanding these desertions, which were pretty
numerous, the prince advanced aud laid siege to Car-
Yisle, which surrendered to kim on the 15th of Novem-
ber, and, leavinig there a small garrigon, he marched by
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Lancaster, Manchester, &c., to Dérby, which place he
. entered on the 4th of December, at noon, with 450
horse and 2300 foot.

The approach of Charles so neat the Capital filled
the inhabitants with alarm, and every precsution was
instantly taken to prevent him from obtaining poeses~
gion of it. In the meantime the prince, disappointed in
not finding the English, as he expected, flock to hia
standard, nor the French attempt an invasion of the
south of England, as had been promised; and also
finding himself hemmed in by the armies under the
Duke of Cumberland and General Wade, called a coun~
cil of war to determine what ought to be done. After
mature deliberation, they decided for a retreat, in order
to fall back on their resources, and to meet the army
coming from Scotland. The prince was wholly averse
to this step; but neither his arguments nor his en-
treaties conld induce his officers to alter their opinion.
Accordingly the army, on the morning of the 6th, com-
menced their retreat over a country covered with snow
and ice, and closely pursued by the Duke and Marshal
Wade. On the 20th of December, the prince arrived

" at Carlisle, where he only stayed one night, and them
pursued his march toward the north by Dumfries ; and
on the 26th he arrived at Glasgow, which city he treat-
ed with great severity, quartering his troops for seve-.
ral days upon the inhabitants, and obliging the town to
furnish him with necessaries to the amount of L.10,000.
From Glasgow, Prince Charles proceeded to Stirling,
and laid siege to the castle ; but hearing of the approach
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of General Hawley, .be left a division of his army to
carry on the siege, and with the main body advanced
towards Falkirk to meet him. The two armies, accord-’
ingly, met on a moor in the neighbourhood om the
17th, when a severe action took place, which ended in
favour of the rebel army. General Hawley being forced
to leave the field, retreated to Edinburgh; and the
ptince the next day marched to Stirling, to press the
siege of the castle, which was resolutely defended by
the governor, General Blakeney.

On receiving intelligence of the battle of Falkirk,
government made every exertion to arrest the progress
of the rebellion ; and the Duke of Cumberland was dis-
patched to take cammand of the forces, who, immedi-
ately on his arrival at. Edinburgh, gave orders for the:
march of the army towards Stirling. On hearing of
the royal army being near Falkirk, Pritice Charles re-
solved to march from Stirling to offer it battle ; but in
this he was overruled by a council of war, and an im-
mediate retreat to the north determined on. The con-
sequence was, that the rebel army never halted till it
reached Inverness. The battle of Culloden, which hap-
pened on the 16th of April, 1746, completely crushed
this rebellion, which threatened the most serious con-
sequences, and restored to the country peace and tran-
quillity.* :

Happily for these kingdoms, the complete frustra-
tion of this infatuated attempt, for ever excluded from

* Charles’ Trans. in Scot. vol. I1. p- 11, et seq.
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the thought of the expatriated family the idea of regain-
ing the crown of their ancestors ; and since that period,
the internal peace. of the country has remained undis-
turbed. Of comsequence, very little can be sappeded to
have occurred at Kelso that deserves the notice of the
historian. It is pleasant, however, to remark, that du-
ring the time intervening, to the very date at which
we write, this town has continued to prosper in every
respect, and in no small degree ; and from its increased
size and population, the enlargement of its trade, and
the respectability and opulence of its inhabitants, it
now ranks high among the provincial towns of the
united kingdom. We shall, however, mention some
circumstances that have happened here, (mostly within
the memory of the present generation,) which may not
be deemed too trifling for insertion in this work. -
It will be remembered,. that about 40 years ago,' an
intense interest was excited in this country by the. da«
ring and hazardous exploits of M. Lunardi, the cele-
brated aeronaut, who, in the course of the autumn,
1785, made ascensions from most of the principal towns
of Scotland. On the 22d of October, in that year, he
ascended from Kelso, in the presence, and amid the ac-
clamations, of an immense concourse of spectators ; and
after an excursion of an hour and twenty minutes, he
descended in a field near Barmuir, in Northumberland.*

* Of this excursion M. Lunardi published the following account
at the time :—* I set off from Kelso at five minutes after 2 o’clock.
T rose gradually ; had with me a barometer, and other instruments,
for the experiments I intended to make, besides provisions, and
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One of those strange and unaccountable phenexdena,
a whirlwind or tornado, which are so frequent in hot
climates, visited Kelso in the year 1788, of which we
find the following accounts in the journals of the day:
— Kelso, May 28.--Yesterday, about one in the fore-
noon, a whirlwind for some time obscured the air in
our wood-market, by collecting in its vortex the loose
earth, dust, and straw, whirling it up to a great height.
It forced a woman with a child in her arins against &
wall, and bruised her arm; it lifted up a cart, and

eighty-eight pounds of ballast. I kept myself just a mile high from
the surface of the earth. I went in a cloud with the balloon, but the
fiag heing 150 feet from the gallery, it remained in sight of the spec-
tators. I was two minutes in the cloud, when I lowered again, not
to deprive the people of the sight of my balloon. I kept myself hi-
therto constantly in sight of the earth. I went, an hour after my set-
ting off, through a cloud, and above it the barometer fell to 26, five-
tenths, when the earth was no more visible to me.

“ After being four minutes in this situation, I kept myself very
low, when 1 perceived the sea to be no farther than six miles from
me. [ then began to come down so low as to bear distinctly the voi-
ces of the people. I anchored at Doddington Muir, and called peo-
ple to get hold of the rope, and they came, and six got hold of the
ropes from the car ; and after having shook.-hands with Mr Strother,
who was the first gentleman on horseback who reached me, I order-
ed the men to carry me to Berwick. They carried me near Barmuir,
in Northumberland ; but the wind blowing fresher, and the balloon
dragging them after it, I thought proper to descend in a soft field,
where 1 emptied the balloon.

 Mr Richard Thomson of Barmuir ordered bls servants to take
care of the balloon and appendages, and, giving me his horse, con-
ducted me to his house, where he entertained me with every civi-
lity in his power.

“¢ I touched the ground at twenty-one minutes past three o’clock,
and finally descended, and emptied the balloon in the field, at four.”

2
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twirled a pair of unshod wheels about which lay on the
ground horizontally, like mill-stones in a mill. Some
children at play on an eminence were carried off to a
distance, and a cart was taken up and dashed against
a house with such force, as to drive one of the shafts
through the wall. Its violence being exhausted, it soon
disappeared.” '

Government having selected Kelso as a most eligible
place for the reception of prisoners taken during the
late war, who were admitted to their parole, a consi-
derable number were sent thither in the month of No-
vember, 1810, where they remained till June, 1814;
when, upon the conclusion of the general peace, they
were sent home. During their stay, they conducted
themselves with great propriety, and received the most
civil and hospitable treatment from the inhabitants,
which they repaid by contributing not a little to their
amusement, by their theatrical and other ex’hibitions,
to which the more respectable classes were invited.
The greatest number of prisoners on parole stationed
at Kelso, never exceeded 230.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE TOWN.

THE TowN oF KeLSO i8 plessantly:situated, imme-
diately on the northern bank of the river T'weed, at its
confluence with the Teviot, in 55° 86’ northiatitude, and
in longitude 1° 20’ west from Greenwich‘; and is dis-
tant forty-two miles south by eastfrom Edinburgh, nine
miles west from Coldstream, swiiity-three miles west
from Berwick, eléven miles.east from. Jedburgh, and
nine miles north of the English- border. : The woody
hills which surround it on-all sides; form, as it were, an
amphitheatre of exquisite beauty. . -~ -

The town is built much after the fashlon of the
Dutch and German cities;* consisting of a spacious
square or market-place, with four: streets and some con-
snderable wynds dxvergmg frem it in dlﬂ'erent direc-
tions.

The market-place is a square of large dimensions,
chiefly composed of modern buildings, and containing
the principal shops. On the'east side of it stands the
new Town-house, an edifice of considerable elegance.
From this square issue the four streets, viz. Roxburgh-
street, Bridge-street, the Horse and. Wood Markets,t
and the Mill Wynd. -

3
* The towns in Germany and Holland have generally a large

square used as a market-place in the centre, from which issue all the
streets.

+ Thls street, whnch was formerly very narrow towards its extre-
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The principal street, which bears the nanie of the
county,* is upwards of a quarter of a mile in length,
and is esteemed the most healthy, as it certainly is the
most pleasant, in the town, running in a parallel direc-
tion with the river T'weed.

Bridge-street, though not equal to Roxburgh-street
in extent, surpasses it in general appearance, as it con-
tains many elegant houses. From it run the Ovan
Wynd, alane leading to Ednam House, and the Abbey
Close, formerly the passage to the old bridge.

GOVERNMENT OF THE TOWN.

At the Reformation the whole of the lands and re-
venues belonging to the monastic establishments in the -
kingdom, became confiscated to the Crown. The monks
of Kelso previously held the regality of Kelso, which
comprehended the town with its pertinents, the barony
of Bolden, and the lands of Reveden with their perti-
nents. These the King granted to Francis, Earl of

mity, has lately been much improved by taking down several old
houses. It is the public road to Berwick, and by its former narrow-
ness, the inhabitants were exposed to considerable danger from the
number of carriages, carts, &c. continually passing along it in con-
. trary directions. This danger is now happily removed.

* Roxburgh-street was formerly of much greater extent, and it is
even in the recollection of some of the inhabitants, that it reached as far
as the middle of the Duke of Roxburgh’s garden ; the plan of which
embracing the ground on which several of the houses stood, they
were, in consequence, taken down.

PEERE g5



100 HISTORY OF KELSO. -

Bothwell, Admiral of Scotland, who being afterwards
accused of high treason, in compassing the King’s death,
and having not only escaped from justiee, but also ta-
ken up arms against his sovereign, his estates were, in
the year 1605, escheated to his majesty, who, the same
year, bestowed the regality of Kelso upon 8ir Robert
Kerr of Cessford, ancestor of the Duke of Roxburgh;
which grant was confirmed by Act of Parliament in
1607. This regality, with the jurisdictions belonging
to it, being, however, considered incompatible with the
administration of justice and public quiet, was abolish-
ed in 1747, the Duke of Roxburgh receiving a remu-
neration ; but the town of Kelso is still a burgh of ba-
rony, the property of his Grace, with baronial rights.
The government of the town is accordingly vested in
a baron bailie, appointed by the Duke of Roxburgh, as-
gisted by fifteen stent-masters or councillors, who act in
conjunction with him in the assessment of the inhabi-
tants. Of these stent-masters, his Grace has the nomi-
nation of eight?, who hold their appointment for two
years ; the others are elected annually by the different
corporations, and consist of the Preses of the Merchant
- Company, a Deacon Convener, the Deacons of the five
corporations, viz. : Hammermen, Skinners, Shoemakers,
Tailors, and Weavers, (one of whom is now elected
Deacon Convener, which was not the case formerly,)
and the Deacon of the Butchers, although they are not
a corporate body. The chief and only duty of these
councillors is the management of the revenue of the
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town, comsisting principally of an assessmemt which
they are empowered to levy on the inhabitants for de-
fraying the current expenses of the year; such as re-
pairing the streets, supplying the town with water, and
any other incidental charges which may occur.

Previously to the year 1795, the heritors assessed
themselves with stent for the support of the poor ; but
sinoe that period, the inhahitants at large are assessed
for this purpose, according to their circumstances, or in
proportion to the rent of their dwelling-houses. Pay-
ment, however, of this assessment for the poor, has been
~ resisted by the inhabitants who are not proprietors, and

in general successfully, as payment has never been en-

forced. =~ ' T :

It is impossible to ascertain, with any degree of .ac.
curacy, the time when the tralles of Kelso were first
erected into corporate bodies, yet it is evident.that this
took place at a very remote period. About a century
ago the books of the Merchant Company were destroyed
by fire, which prevents us from learning the time of its
commencement ; ‘and no register of their proceedings
was again kept till the year 1757. The books of the
incorporation of tailors commence in the year 1619 ;
but of the other trades we have not been able to obtain
any information from which we could venture to fix any
date to their original institution. The corporations are,
in general, wealthy, and are able to make suitable pro-
vision for the indigent, and for the widows and orphans
of their deceased members.
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The baron bailie holds a court’ every Saturday, for
the recovery of small debts within the jurisdiction of
the town ; and the Justices of the Peace sit here once
in every. month for the recovering of similar debts con-
tracted within the county, and for other matters com-
petent to this tribunal. .

Like most country towns, Kelso formerly suffered
very much from want of a proper regard to cleanliness,
to which little or no attention was paid by the ruling
powers ; but latterly a most material change has taken
place for the better ; and several customs have been
abolished, which were not only most intolerable nui-

-sances, but certainly a great detriment to the comfort and

health of the inhabitants—such as the throwing of wa-
ter, &c. from the higher windows, to the great danger
of the passengers ; and leaving their ashes and filth in
the streets. The former nuisance is now prohibited on
pain of fine; and to prevent the latter, a cart with a
bell goes through the town at an appointed hour, to re-
ceive whatever the inhabitants may have to put into it.
Another inconvenience to which Kelso, in common with
the generality of ‘the towns in Scotland, was long sub-
ject, and to which, even the metropolis, under its well-
regulated, though expensive police, is still much expo-
sed, has been removed, by proper and convenient yilaces
being erected in different parts of the town.
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POPULATION.

The increase in the :population of Kelso has, within
the last. seventy years, been' considerable, as may be
seen by the official reports made to ‘Parliament during
that period. By the return made in the year 1755, the
number of inhabitants amounted to 2781 ; and by a si-
milar account taken 1790-8, it had. increased to 4234.
They were again numbered in 1801, when ' there ‘ap-
peared to have been a trifling falling off; the population
at this period being only 4196 ; but, upon another cen-
sus being taken in- 1811, a very considerable. increase
had. taken plaee, the return at this time being 4408 ;
and by the last report made in 1821, the population
extended to 4860 souls, forming, upon an average of
sixty-six years, an increase of thirty-one and a half an-
nually, or 2079 in the whole.

This -inerease. has:been attributed to the vast influx
of small farimers, mechanics, and labourers, who, on the
system of letting small farms being given up, and most
of the villages in the neighbourhood destroyed, were
obliged to resort to the town both for employment and
accommodation..
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MANNERS,

The manners of the inhabitgnts of Kelso in general,
are more polished than in most country towns, which
in 8 great measure may be accounted for by its delight-
ful situation, which constitutes it the resort of all the
fashion in the vicinity, and of numerous visitors of the
first rank in both kingdoms.

The higher class are affable and courteous in their
address, and benevolent and liberal in their dispositions.
The middle class are polite and obliging, hospitable and
friendly. The lower class, in general, are sober, honest,
and industrious; attentive to the interest of their em-
ployers, with a becoming deportment toward their su-
periors, i

The upper ranks dress in the first style of fashion,
and the balls and assemblies present an elegance of fe-
male attire not to be exceeded out of the metropolis.

The merchants, who form a most respectable class of
the inhabitants, are just and honourable in their deal-
ings, and are a credit to the station they occupy in the
community. Indeed, it may be said of all ranks, that
they perform the duties belonging to their different
spheres, with the strictest propriety and decorum.

The community at large are also highly to be com-
mended for a strict regard to their religious duties.
Public worship is very generally attended, and the other
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exercises of the Sabbath performed in a most exemplary
manner, so that the seenes which too often disgrace the
streets of the metropolis on that holy day, are quite un-
known there.

CUSTOMS.

It was the custom formerly for a drum and bagpipe*
to parade the town at five o’clock in the morning, to "
awaken the inhabitants to their labours, and at ten
o'clock at night, to signify the propriety of their retiring
to rest ; but this practice has long since ceased. At pre-
sent, the hours of commencing and leaving off work,
are notified by the sound of the bell, which rings at the
hours of six in the morning and eight in the evening.
The bell also rings at ten at night, for the same pur-

* The custom of having regular pipers in each of the border towns,
is of very long standing, and it is only within a few years back that
such an officer was considered as an unnecessary appendage. Kelso
continues to adhere to the old practice, and a piper is still kept by
the town, who, however, only officiates on public occasions, and at
St James'’s Fair. Leyden, in his introduction to the Complayat of
Scotland, states, that the pipers of the Border “ rivalled the fame even
of the Highlanders, and, at least in the opinion of their countrymen,
were supposed to excel them in musical skill as well as graceful exe~
cution. In the official capacity of town-pipers, they commanded a
much higher degree of respect from the peasantry than wandering
musicians ; and, traversing the country at particular seagons, chiefly
in spring, for collecting seed oats from the farmers ; and at autums,
about harvest-home, they exhibited the last remains of minstrelsy
among the borders.”
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pose, it is presumed, as the drum and bagpipe were for-
merly employed, although this was also the case even
when the former practice was in being.

A curious custom is still prevalent in Kelso, as in
many of our country towns, to summon the inhabit-
ants to the funeral of their deceased neighbours, by
sending the bell-man through the town to remind those
who are invited of the hour of interment.

The King’s birth-day is here observed as a-holiday,
with every expression of loyalty. In the afternoon, the
Chief Magistrate and council, or deacons, with the most
respectable of the inhabitants, joined by the Bowmen
of the Border, assemble in the square, where a table is
placed, set out with wines, &c. and drink his Majesty’s
health, and other loyal toasts connected with the day ;
and about the time this ceremony commences, a large
bonfire is lighted in the centre of the market-place,
which is, during the evening, surrounded by a crowd
of the younger classes, who amuse themselves with
firing squibs, &c.; and the bells are set a-ringing,
which continue at intervals until the evening closes the
seene.

This is a day of excellent sport for the boys of the
town, who take care to make sufficient provision for
this bonfire, by collecting beforehand plenty of mate-
rials of a combustible nature; and they are not very
nice about the manner in which they obtain them ; con-
sidering it quite lawful to seize everything of that kind

‘which they have an opportunity of laying their hands
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upon, in order to testify their loyalty and joy upon so
happy an occasion.

The Kelso St John’s lodge of freemasons have a grand
procession on the 24th of June, St John Baptist’s day,
on which the election of the office-bearers takes place.

The Society of Gardeners, on the second Tuesday in
the month of July, the day of their annual general
meeting, parade the streets, accompanied by a band of
music, and carrying an elegant device, composed of the
most beautiful flowers, which, on the company reaching
the inn where they dine, is thrown from the window
to the crowd, who soon demolish it in a scramble for
the flowers.

On Michaelmas day, (September 29th,) the different
corporations meet to choose their deacons, and after the
election, each of these bodies walk in procession through
the streets of the town. They afterwards dine at dif-
ferent inns, and in the evening they severally give balls
to the wives and friends of the members.

On the Thursday following, the deacons, &c. meet in
the T'own-house to elect their Convener, on which oc-
casion there is also another procession, and after it a
sumptuous dinner, at which most of the principal in-
habitants are present, and the evening concludes with
a ball. :
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TRADE AND MANUFACTURES.

Kelso, though not entitled to rank among the com-
mercial towns of Scotland, has nevertheless a consider-
able trade, which affords employment and support to a
numerous body of the working classes.

The first and principal branch is the dressing of
lamb and sheep skins, the tanning of hides and the cur-
rying of leather, all which are carried on to a vast ex-
tent, especially the former—the number of lamb and
sheep skins dressed here annually almost exceeds be-
lief, amounting, on an average, to not less than 100,000.

Pork is here cured to a great extent, which finds a
ready sale in the. English market.

The manufacture of flannel is pretty extensive, as is
also that of different kinds of linen. WooHen cloth is
likewise made here, but not in any great quantity,
being principally for private use.

The manufacture of hats forms an important branch
of the trade of the town ; and the quantity of stockings
made annually is considerable.

Boot and shoe-making is carried on upon a very large
scale, supplying not only the town and neighbourhood,
but disposing of immense quantities at the different
fairs and markets in the north of England.

Candles are also made here, but not in sufficient
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quantity to supply the consumption of the town and
its vicinity.

The shop-keepers, or merchants, in Kelso, are nume-
rous, and deal .to a. great amount in woollen-drapery,
haberdashery, hardwares, and other household goods.
There is also a great demand for the various kmds of
grass and other seeds

The alteration in the law regulating the commercial
intercourse between the two kingdoms, which will allow
the importation of Scottish spirits into England, upon
more favourable terms than heretofore, promises also
to be beneficial to Kelso;—a distillery upon a large
scale being commenced, which holds out the prospect of
a liberal return to the proprietor, and of employment to
a number of labourers ; as, from the shortness of the
distance, and the consequent small expense of carriage,
the places lying on the English border will resort thi-
ther for that commodity, instead of bringing it from
the more northern counties.

One great and material inconvenience to which the
town and neighbourhood is subjected, is the distance
from whence the inhabitants have to furnish them- .
selves with coal. Several attempts have been made to
procure this valuable mineral in the immediate vicinity,
but hitherto without effect. Some seams have been dis-
covered, but they were either too bad in quality, or
some other disadvantage attended the working of them,
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so that, after very considerable expense had been in-
curred, the attempt was not persevered in. The near-
est place from which they are supplied with this indis-
pensable article is about fifteen miles distant, yet, not-
withstanding, the price is not much higher than in
Edinburgh. '

" This inconvenience, it is expected, will be greatly re-
moved by the rail-road from Berwick, which will pass
through, or near to, the places whence they derive
their present fuel, by lowering the expense of carriage,
and affording a more regular and plentiful supply for all
the adjacent country. But not only will Kelso and the .
neighbourhood derive essential advantage in this re-
spect from this grand improvement, but the facilities
it will afford to trade in general, from the cheapness of
carriage, and other conveniences, will serve as a stimu-
lus to excite industry and invigorate commerce, and,
consequently, it will prove the most beneficial underta-
king ever attempted in this part of the country.

It is in contemplation to extend the railway to Mel-
rose, by carrying it from the east end of Kelso round
the back way, to cross the T'weed near the Chalk-
heugh. '

BANKS.

There are in Kelso branches of the Bank of Scot-
land and the Commercial Banking Company, the form-
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er placed here in the year 1774, and the latter in 182%,
which have been of much benefit to the trader and
agriculturist.

There is also a Savings Bank, which enables the la-
bourer and others who wish to lay up any portion of
their earnings, to do this with advantage and security.
It is conducted upon the most liberal principles, and
the money can be drawn, with interest, whenever the
person who deposits it chooses.

FAIRS AND MARKETS.

In no part of Scotland is the farmer afforded more
frequent or better opportunities, by means of markets
or fairs, of disposing of his grain, and other preduce,
or of supplying himself with whatever is necessary for
carrying on his agricultural pursuits, than in this dis-
trict, where weekly markets are held on different days
in every town.

The weekly market of Kelso is held on Friday, for
the sale of corn by sample, and is the best attended in
the county, being frequented by the corn-dealers from
the northern part of the shire, and the places bordering
upon it in Berwickshire and Northumberland, and also
by victuallers from Berwick. The numerous assem-
blage of people thus collected every week, is of infinite
advantage, and is, we may say, the principal source of
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gain to the inhabitants. In this market, business is
done to a great amount weekly. ’

There are, besides, fwelve * high markets,” in the
course of the year, four of which are held on the two
Fridays immediately preceding the terms of Whitsun-
day and Martinmas, and two on the Friday following
each of these terms. The markets previous to the
terms are for the hiring of servants, of every descrip-
tion, for the half-year ; and those that follow are for
the accommodation of servants changing their places,
by giving them an opportunity of purchasing such ar-
ticles of wearing apparel, or anything else of which
they may stand in need. The concourse of people as-
sembled at the latter markets is in general immense,
who spend the day in festivity and mirth. On these
occasions, the gain to the shopkeepers (especially to
haberdashers and milliners, for ornamental articles of
female dress) is incredible, as scarcely a servant leaves
the town till the whole of their half-year’s wages is
expended. The other six “ high markets” are beld,
four of them in March, for the purpose of purchasing
horses for labour during the summer, and two in the
end of autumn, for disposing of those for which the
farmers have no occasion during the winter, and the
keeping of which would be attended with too great ex-
pense. At the first of those in March, hinds and farm-
servants for the year are hired.

There are likewise four fairs held at Kelso in the

course of the year. The first is on. the second Friday
13
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of May ; the second, which ig called the Summer Fair,
on the seecond Friday-in July; the third, St James's
Fair,* on the 5th of August; and the fourth, or Win-
ter Fair, on the 2d of November, ,

When the Summer Fair in July was first instituted,
it was for the purpose of buying lean eattle to feed them
during the summer and awtumn months, which were
disposed of at the Winter Fair, for the convenience of
the inhabitants in laying in their winter stock of pro-
visions, being then fit for the slaughter-house, whither
they were immediately.carried. . The custom, however,
of curing meat for the winter being now generally laid
aside, these fairs are held for other purposes; those in
May and July are for cattle of different kinds, and that
on the 24 of November for hiring servants, and for -
eattle to be fed on turnips, or kept on straw during
winter. : : ' :

St James's Fair, the greatest in the South of Scot-
land, (St Boswell's exeepted,) is held on a green about
a mile from Kelso, the site of the old town of Rox-
burgh, and neat to the haugh where King James II.
was killed, during his siege of the castle.

At thie fair the show of cattle and horses to be fed
on after-grass and turnip, is generally large, and a great
quantity of woollen and linen manufactures are sold in

* The privilege of holding this fair was originally granted to the
burgh of Roxburgh ; but owing to the complete extinction of this
town, it is now ranked among the Kelso markets.

H
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wholesale ; - but the principal business of the farmer is
the biring of reapers for the ensuing harvest.

“This fair is looked forward to by the inhabitants of
Kelso with peculiar pleasure and anxiety, as a great
proportion of certain classes depend upon it for remu-
neration for the past year. It is a day of general festi-
vity, and most of the young people repair to the fairin
the evening, to regale themselves with their « friends
and favourites.” :

From a right which the town of Jedburgh acquired
(at what time, or how, we cannot ascertain, but sup-
pose it must have happened at the period when Rox-
burgh lost its rank among the burghs of Scotland)
to a share in the emoluments derived from the privilege
of holding this fair, a great jealousy for a long time
subsisted between the two towns, which was always
manifested on this day. It was formerly the custom
for the Jedburgh people, coming on horseback, to enter
Kelso by the bridge, and to ride through to the top of the
town, where they again erossed the Tweed by the ford,
to go to the fair ; which, as it was going at least a mile
out of their way, the people of Kelso regarded as an in-
sult, and seldom failed to resent it ; for, on these occa-
sions, they were often pelted with stones, and frequent
bickerings in consequence took place between them and
the inhabitants. Happily these animosities have been
put an end to by the people of Jedburgh relinquishing
this custom.

The custom of the fair being divided between the
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town of Jedburgh and the Duke of Roxburghe, the ma-
gistrates of that burgh, attended by their oficers, come
regularly to open it, by parading over the ground at
twelve o’elock. Jedburgh receives one-half of the re-
venue gathered, and the duke the other haif.*

BUTCHER-MARKET.

The butcher-market is a very commodious place, sur-
rounded by a high wall, and is intersected by another
nearly in the centre, which divides the space allotted
for selling, from the slaughter-court.t The stalls are
constructed much after the manner of those in the
high-market of Edinburgh. It formerly belonged to
the Duke of Roxburghe, from whom it was lately pur-
chased by Mr Richard Allan, flesher in Kelso, who

rents out the stalls to-the rest of the trade.
~ The business in the market has of late fallen off con-
siderably, owing to a number of the butchers having
opened shops in different parts of the town, where
they vend their meat.

* Since that part of this work was printed off whicli contains the
regulations of the Border Agriculturdl Society, in respect to the
cattlo-markets instituted by it, the following information has been
received :—* That in consequence of the Kelso and Coldstream
markets being too close upon each other, the Society have determi-
ned, that, in fature, the Kelso manthly markets will be held on the
third Friday after the Coldstream market, which is permanently

fixed to take place on the last Thursday of each month.”
4+ Formerly it was the custom for each butcher to kill his cattle at

his stall, bat, by this plan of appropriating a portion of the area for
this purpose, that nuisance has heen done away.
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A great pumber of cattle are annually killed here,
the country, for several miles round, being supplied
from this market, which is considered the best in the
south of Scotland, both for the variety and quality of
the meat sold itt it. '

SCENERY.

The seénery around Kelso excites tlie admiration of
every beholder, and presents an extensive field for poe-
tical imagination and description. Its appearance is
beautiful and striking to the stranger, and an object of
high attraction to the traveller. To attempt even 3
sketch, where such a number of charming and delight-
fial prespects crowd upon the sight, is a difficult task;
but to do justice to the grandeur, and to point eut the
viried and particular beauties of this coup d’eil, would
reqiiire the ability of a more skilful pen.

From the Chalk-heugh, the prospect has a rich and
delightful appearance. The eye is attracted by the
Tweed, with the island in the centre, and the surround-
ing objects. Fleurs, the magnificent seat of the Duke
of qubui'ghe,,with its encircﬁhg woods ; the pictu-
resque and ancient ruins of Roxburgh Castle; the
seat of Sir James Douglas, together with Pinel-heugh
and the distant hills, form a most enchanting scene.
The views from Fleurs and Roxburgh Castle are also
very fine ; and that from the bridge is so particularly
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striking, and exhibits so much of. the picturesque, that

- it at once astonishes and delights the gpeetator. On the
right, the town and Abbey are seen to the best advsa.
tage, as alse the fine mansion of Kdnam-house, and its
grounds. Oppogite to this the Teviot joins the Tweed,
and forms the broadest part of the river. A little far-
ther up are the gardens on the Chalk-heugh, Fleurs, §¢.
and the grandeur of the landscape is much heightened
by a distant view of Hume Castle, the hills of Meller-
stain and Stitchell, and the windings of both rivers
previous to their junction. In eatering Kelso from the
west, the lofty precipice of Maxwell, Pinnacle-hill,
Wooden, and the banks of the T'weed, present a scene
at once beautiful and grand. '

The view from Pinnacle-hill, in consequence of its
elevated situation, can scarcely be rivalled ;—a scene of
rich grandeur, rising gradually from the Tweed and
Teviot, to the dark heath-clad tops of the Lammermuir-
hills on the north, and the Eildon-hills on the west. At
the feet of the spectator is seen the Tweed, rolling
“ dark and deep,” Teviot Bridge, Roxburgh OCastle,
Fleurs, Kelso, environed on every side by beautiful
villas; the whole surrounded by fhriving plantatiens.
Beyond the woody beundary of this varied landscape,
terraced fields are beheld rising over each other, in all
the rich luxuriancy of cultivated nature, till the whole
is crowned by the distant summits. . -

In point of picturesque appearange, Kelso, xf not un-
rivalled, is ceptainly not surpassed by any tewm in Scat-
land, being so beautifully aderned.with-wood and wa-
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ter. As has already been observed, it is surrounded on
every side with rich plantations, so that to whatever
point the spectator turns his eye, the scenery presents
a delightful and variegated prospect. Few rivers in
Scotland can be compared with T'weed for the beauty
of their windings, and very few equal it in grandeur.
From the number of its tributary rivulets between its
rise, about thirty miles from Peebles, and its junction
with the Teviot at Kelso, it gradually assumes a grand
appearance, which is heightened at every winding by
the beautiful and interesting objects of the surrounding
country.

Those who are acquainted with Scottish song, will
find the scenery in the neighbourhood of Kelso justly
and admirably described for its beauty, in the writings
of our most celebrated poets.

RELIGIOUS HOUSES.

There are seven places of public worship in Kelso,
viz. the Parochial Church, Episcopal Chapel, Relief,
Burgher, Antiburgher, Cameronian or Reformed Pres-
byterian, and Quaker Meeting-houses.

PAROCHIAL CHURCH.

The foundation-stone of this edifice, which is a plain
modern building, was laid in the year 1771, and on the
first Babbath of 1773 it was opened for public worship.
It is built in the form of an oetagon, nearly ninety feet
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in diameter within the walls, and, when originally fit-
ted up, might have contained upwards of 8000 people.
The dimensions, however, being too large for the com-
pass .of an ordinary voice, and the hearing rendered
otherwise disagreeable by an echo proceeding from the
roof, which was in the form of a cupola, or dome, it
was deemed pecessary to make such alterations in the
interior of the building as would remove these incon-
veniences ; and these, being agreed to by the heritors,
were carried into effect in the year 1823.

The gallery fronting the pulpit is appropriated solely
to the accommodation of the Duke of Roxburghe ; the
other heritors have their seats in the other galleries.
The five incorporated trades have seats allotted to them
in the body of the church.

The present incumbent of this parish, the Rev. Ro-
bert Lundie, is highly and justly respected, and esteemed
for the urbanity of his manners, his unaffected piety,
and other excellent qualities ; and his ministry conti-
nues to be both acceptable and profitable to his pansh-
ioners.*

® The following is a correct list of the minisbers of Kelso since the
Reformation :—

1575—Paul Knox. 1695—William Jack.
1605—James Knox. 1707—James Ramsay.
1635—Robert Knox,} 1750—Cornelius Lundie.
1660—Richard Waddell. 1800—Leslie Moodie.
1683—James Lorimer. 1807——Robert Lundie, the present
1687~—James Gny. minister.

4 He appears 1o have been a comniissioner to the General Assewbly in 1641,
when he preached before King Charles I. and the Parliament.
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The church-yard, or -ground, is very exten-
sive, and, till within these few years, was not walled
in, but lay entirely open, the common resert of the
school-boys for their pastimes, and was crossed by foot-
paths in every direction. The skinners even made use
of it as & very good and convenient place to dry their
hides; and the cattle of those who were either umable
or unwilling to go to the expense, found there a cheap
and luxuriant pasture.

The impropriety, not to mention the indecency, of
allowing the common receptacle of the dead, a place
veherated and held sacred by the most barbarous of all
ages and nations, to lie thus exposed to every violence,
was long felt ; but it was not till the year 1807 that
it was determined to wipe off this stigma from the cha-
racter of the town. In this year a subscription, which
was soon filled up, was entered into by the principal
inhabitants, for swrounding:it with a wall.*

® About forty years ago, as the grave-digger of Kelso was openisg
a new piece of ground, he discovered a stone coffin of very large di-
mensions, of which, without opening it, he gave immediate notice to
the minister, (Mr Cornelius Lundie,) who, having sent fer Mr Dou-
glas, an eminent physician in the town, they proceeded to the place
to examine it. On removing the lid, there was found in the coffin
a human skeleton in the most perfect order, with a rod of about a
yard long, covered with leather, and gilt over, and some ancieat re-
lics lying by its side. The boues, immediately upon being touched,
fell into dust. The coffin was afterwards carried to the Abbey,
where it lay for some time, to gratify the curiosity of those who
wished to inspect it ; but when this curiosity ceased, it was convert-
ed to a purpose very different from its original use. It is now laid
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EPISCORAL CHAPRL.
: This chapel is a neat Gothic building, erested in a
pleasant retired situation on the bapks of the Tweed,
and’ immediately adjoining to the pledsure-grounds -of
Exdnam House, and, though small, is constrncted with
grest taste. It is furnished with am organ.and a tole-
rable band. The congregation, though not numerous,
is composed of a respectable class of the inhabitamts,
The late Duke of Roxburghe had a seat in this dnpel
where he regularly attended.

The chapel is situated in the middle of a cametery.
where the members are interred according ta the ritwal
of the English church. The Rev. William Kell,,the
present minister, is 3 highly populsr preaohar.

RELIEF CHURCH.

Thm place of worship, which was built in the year
1791, is a plain square building, situated at the east
end of the town. It is very well attended, and many
of the hearers come from a considerable distance. The
congregation is happy in possessing so able an instruc-
tor as the Rev. John Pitcairn for their pastex. -

down at the fountain-head, about a mile from Kelso, where it serves
for leading away the superfluous water, and also as a very convenient
trough for cattle to drink out of.
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BURGHER MEETING-HOUSE.

This meeting-house is built mueh after the plan, but
“on a larger scale than the Relief. It is, however, bet-
ter constructed in the interior, the roof being higher,
and the gallery not so confined. It is regularly attended
by a numerous -and respectable congregation, a great
part of which come from a distance of seven or eight
miles.

The interior of this house has been lately enlarged,
by removing the stairs which formerly led to the gal-
lery, and placing them outside the building, at each
end. This alteration has certainly tended very much

to disfigure the building, as the wings do not at all.

correspond with the plainness of the edifice.

This place of worship is built in a very pleasant and
centrical situation, being immediately behind the mar-
ket-place, having a large square green belonging to it,
which is inclosed with a high wall. The manse, situa-
ted within the green, joined to which is a very good
garden, renders it a very desirable and healthy resi-
dence.*

This building: was erected in the year 1779. The
present minister, the Rev. Robert Hall, has zealously

laboured among his flock since that period, and is highly
esteemed by them.

* In the month of August, when the summer sacrament is dis-
pensed, if the weather be favourable, a tent is erected in this green,

and the congregation, here assembled, bring each their chair, accord-
ing to the ancieut custom in Scotland.

—t ”
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ANTIBURGHER MEETING-HOUSE.

This is a very plain fabric. The Rev. Patrick Mac-
kenzie is pastor.

‘There were formerly a comsiderable number of Anti-
burghers of the “ new light” in this town, but, in con-
sequence of the union which has lately taken place be-
tween the Burghers and Antiburghers, they are mostly
joined to Mr Hall’s church. To this, in a great mea-
sure, is to be attributed the paucity of Mr Mackensie’s
congregation.

CAMERONIAN MEETING-HOUSE.

This is a building of inferior appearance, and is ad-
jacent to the Relief meeting-house. The number . in
this connexion is very small, and generally composed
of the poorer class. For a long time they had no stated
minister, and it is only lately that one has been ap-
pointed to this charge.

QUAKER MEETING-HOUSE.

A long time having elapsed since this plain building
(having merely the appearance of a private dwelling,
with a small burying-ground in front) has been used
as a place of worship, the Society of Friends have
granted the use of it for a lecture-room to the School
of Arts, lately established. It is situated directly be-
hind the parish church. PVide ScHOOL OF ARTS.
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SCHOOLS.

Kelso. is not deficient in seminaries, wherein the dif-
ferent branches of edncation are taught with much abi-
lity, and at a moderate expense. The public schools
are the Latin and English, which are under the same
roof, in a house near to the church, having a large plat
of ground allotted for the amusement of the pupils.
There are, besides, several private schools, which are
well attended.

In the principal school, which is under the immediate
superintendance of the rector, and occupies the upper
part of the house, the pupils are instructed in the La-
tin, Greek, and French languages. The rector, Mr
Gillies, is a gentleman of superior ability. He receives
a pretty liberal salary, together with a house adjoining
to the school, suitable for the accommodation of a num-
ber of boarders. ,

In the English school, which is in the lower part of
the building, the principles of English grammar, wri-
ting, and arithmetic, are taught. The teacher, with but
an indifferent salary, has no dwelling-house allowed him;
but his classes being generally well attended, in some
measure compensates for any deficiency in these respects.
He has, besides, an allowance for teaching orphaus, pay-

-able from the interest of legacies bequeathed for this

purpose by two benevolent individuals of the naines of
Samson and Douglas.
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There are also several schools for female education ;
and two Sunday-evening schools, where children are in-
structed in the principles of religious education, which
have been of infinite service to the young of the poorer
classes.

A society, called the “Kelso Friendly School Soaety,
was instituted here in the year 1816, for providing in-
struction to orphans and the children of indigent pa-
rents, which is supported: by weekly payments of ome
penny by the members, and by donations and occe-
sional collections in the different places of woruhnp in
the town.

KELSO BIBLE SOCIETY.

This Society was formed in the year 1813, in aid of
the Parent Society, for circulating the Scriptures among
the poor at home, and sending them to those countries
destitute of this inestimable treasure. Its armual con-
tributions to the general fund have been very liberal.

LIBRARIES.

The inhabitants of Kelso were among the firet in
Scotland to adopt the plan of establisking Subscription
Libraries, by which, at a comparatively trifting ex-
pense, the members are sapplied with the works of
our best authors, and the various periodical publica-
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tionis of ‘the day. Of these there are now three esta-
blished in this town.. '

“ Kelso Library,” which is the oldest and most ex-
tensive, occupies a handsome building, situated upon
the Chalk-heugh, and commanding a most beautiful
- and attractive prospect. This library, which was open-
ed on the 9th of September, 1795, consists of a collec-
tion of the most esteemed English authors, ancient as
‘well as modern; and from the principles of this esta-
blishment, and the manner in which it is conducted,
there is every prospect that, in a very few years, it will
become a most valuable repository of English literature.
It is open three days in the week, viz. Monday, Wed-
nesday, and Friday, for the purpose of giving out
_ books to the subscribers. ‘

The librarian, besides a salary, has a very commo-
dious dwelling-house in the lower part of the building,
and a large garden in front of it.

"The other libraries, though inferior in extent, possess
a considerable number of valuable books in the various
branelies of literature.

SCHOOL OF ARTS.

An institution under this denomination, similar to
those in Edinburgh, Glasgow, and many of the prin-
cipal towns in the United Kingdom, has lately been
‘established by voluntary subscription at Kelso. Like
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them, it has for its object the instruction of the mecha-
nic, and others, in the philosophical principles of their
different arts, upon a cheap and economical plan ; and,
from the success it has already met with, promises to
be of the utmost advantage to those for whose benefit
it is intended, and who, otherwise, were inadequate to
the means of obtaining the knowledge hereimparted to
them.

On the 11th of February last this mahtunon wae
opened by the Rev. Mr Gray, minister of Eckford,
who, in the most handsome mdnner, offered to deliver
a series of leetures on chemistry. DrDoughqofKelso,
with equal liberality; has undertaken the superintend-
ance of a mathematical class ; and, as soon as the ne-
cessary arrangements can be accomplished, it is pro-
posed to have a regular and scientific lecturer on me-
chanics.

The donations already received by this institution
have been liberal, and the anuual suheeriptions consi-
derable. The fee paid by mechanies for the session
is five shillings, which admits them to all the lectures ;
and a library is now forming for their use, consisting
principally of books in the various departments of
science connected with the views of the institution.
The number of names entered as regular pupils amouats
to upwards of seventy.

To the Society of Friends the managers are gre&ﬂy
indebted for the use of their meeting-house (which, a
number of years past, had never been used for a place of
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. worship) as a lecture-room, for which purpose it is now:
fitted up. '

NEWSPAPERS.

There are two newspapers printed in Kelso, which
have an extensive circulation in Roxburgh, and the
neighbouring counties on the Borders. The Kelso Mail,
which commenced in 1797, is published twice in the
week, viz. on Mondays and Thursdays ; and the Kelso
‘Weekly Journal, which made its first appearance in
1809, is printed every Friday. Another paper, enti-
tled, The Border Courier, was attempted in the year
1828, but from want of support, it was not of long
standing.

DISPENSARY.

‘The Dispensary of Kelso was founded in the year
1789, and is wholly sapported by voluntary subecrip-
tion. It stands in a very healthy and airy sitonation
near the head of the town, and at a short distanee
from the T'weed, and is now capable of accommodating
a considerable number of patients, who receive advice
snd medicive gratis, and to whom nothing is denied
that may contribute to the alleviation of their suffer-
-To the late Honourable Mrs Baillie of Jerviswood,
is dwe_the merit of having been the projector of this

10
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fastitution, and her berevdlence and active bxertions
mainly - contributed to the support of this establish-
mént, which has been productive of inéalculable bene:
fit to the suffering poor. No sooner had this lady made
kuown her plan, than she received the comlial co-ope-
ration of the humane and opulent i the town and
neighbourhood, who in a very short tine had the sutis.
faction of seeing their ldudable design carried into of-
Several very considerable additions were miade o
the Dispensary in 1818, and cold and warin baths
were, xmong othier conveniences, then supplied. -

BENEFIT SOCIETIES.

In Kelso, a8 in other towns, the trades, by their
charters, constituted into several persons the power of
msking' laws for the better securing of their privi~
leges, and the government of their members, and were
allowed to instifute a fund applicable to these, or any
other purposes beneficial to the corporation. The eonv
sequence was, that when this fund had socunmlated to
a certain amount, a portion of it was appropriated to
the relief of deeayed members, and to the support of
the. widows of those who had contributed to thié fand.
This was the origin of “ Benfit Sociéties,” wirich foi
many ages only existed in thege corporations. ' .

“The beneficisi cffects resulting from sirch institwtionis
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were at length so apparent, that particular classes of
individnals following the same occupation, (though not
incorporated,) formed: societies among themselves for
the purpose of contributing to the relief of the aged and
the widow among them; and, in the course of time,
these societies were thrown open to the admission of
others not at all connected with these professions, thus
extending their sphere of usefulness, and enabling many
unconnected with any trade, to lay up a fund for their
support, when, through sickness or old age, they should
be rendered incapable of earning their daily bread.

That the institution of benefit societies has- been of
great importance, and productive of much real and ge-
neral advantage, every one must allow ; and the suc-
cess attending them has been such as fully to meet the
expectations of their instigators and promoters, who
merit the commendation of both rich and poor.” -~

Kelso, in common with many other towns, has par-
ticipated in the ‘advantage derived from the establish~
ment of such societies, for many years past.” Of these
we shall now attempt to give a short sketch, according
to the seniority of their institution; and the first of.
which we have any account, is

THE WHIPMAN SOCIETY,

which is composed of the whipmen and p}oughmen of
the town and neighbourhood, and is of very long stand-
ing ; but the book containing an account of its first in~
stitution being lost, we are unable to ascertain the ex-
act time of its commencement. It is supposed, how-
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ever, to have existed upwards. of 130 years. Neither
have we been able to obtain a copy of its rules. This
society was once very numerous, but has fallen off con-
siderably within these some years past; its revival,
however, is again eonfidently expected. Like societies
of the same denomination in other country towns, it
had an annual parade of the members, thh races and
other spom o

* The following account of this show is taken from Brand’s Po-
pular Antiguities, vol. 11. p. 897 :—

¢ There is a society, or brotherhood, in the town of Kelso, which
congists of farmers’ servants, ploughmen, husbandmen, or whipmen,
who hold a meeting once a-year for the purpose of merriment and
diverting themselves ; being all finely dressed out in their best
clothes, and adorned with great bunches of beautiful ribbands, which
hang down ever their shoulders like so many streamers. By the
beating of a drum they repair to the Market-place, well mounted
upon fine horses, armed with large clubs and great wooden hammers,
about eleven o'clock in the forenoon, when they proceed to a com-
mon field (the Berry Moss) about half a mile from the town, at-
tended all the way with music and an undisciplined rabble of men,
women, and children, for the purpose of viewing the merriment of
a cat in a darrel, which is highly esteenied by many for excellent
sport. The Generalissimo of this Regiment of Whipmen, who has
the honourable style and title of My Lord, hemg arrived with the
brotherhood at the place of rendezvous, the music playing, the drum
beating, and their flag waving in the air, the poor timorous cat is
put into a barrel partly stuffed with soot, and then hung up between
two high poles, upon a cross-beam, below which they ride in succes~
sion, one after another, besieging poor puss with their large cluba
and wooden hammers. The barrel, after many a frantic blow, being
broken, the wretched animal makes her reluctant appesrance amidst
a great concourse of spectators, who seem to enjoy much pleasure at
the poor animal’s shocking figure, and terminate her life and misery
by barbarous cruelty.

¢ The cruel brotherhood having sacrificed this useful and domes-
tic animal to the idol of cruelty, they next gallantly, and with greas
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Kelso Unitod Weavers' Society, and Others, ivsti-
tuted July 11, 1766, is in a very flourishing condition,
and consists of nearly 200 members. The funds of
this society are raised by quarterly payments, and a
weekly subscription by the members for the support of
the sick.

Kelso Friendly Society of Gardeners, was establish-
ed in the year 1777, by a number of gardeners, for
the purpose of establishing a fund for the relief of
themselves, their widows, and orphans ; and, by their
rules, others were admitted into the society, under cer-
tain restrictions and regulations. By their rules, no
annuity is paid to widows or orphans unless the hus-
band or father has contributed for ten years to the
funds; and in case of his death before that time is
completed, the widow or orphans have liberty to pay
into the funds the remaining quarterly payments, when

heroism, proceed with their sport to the destruction of & poor simple
goose, which is next hung up by the heels, like the worst of male-
factors, with a convulsed breast, in the most pungent distress, and
struggling for liberty ; when this merciless and profligate society,
marching in succession, one after another, each in his turn takes a
barbarous pluck at the head, quite regardless of its misery. Aftes
the miserable creature has received many a rude twitch, the head i
carried away.”

The day’s sport ended in clumsy races: the usual prises were a
riding and cart saddle ; and frequently the company were amused by
donkeys running for 2 small sum. The whole concluded with a dinner
and ball, to which all the friends of the society were invited, and the
evening generally ended in peace and harmony. The custom of the
“ cat and barrel” has long been given up, and it is very unlikely it
will ever be revived. ,
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they become entitled to the amnuity, which is not fix-
ed, but regulated according to the stock of the society.
The widows enjoy their annuities till their death, the
orphans till they are fourteen years of age. This so-
ciety is divided inta three classes, and the annuities are
paid in proportion to the classes to which the members
belonged.

Kelso Friendly Society of Cordwainers, was found-
ed in August 1785, and is chiefly composed of the
members of the craft. Its funds are very ample, and
the allowance to the sick is liberal.

Kelso Friendly Society of Tradesmen, and Others,
commenced in February, 1786, but does not appear to
have ever succeeded ; it is probable it will soon be re-

Kelsd Border Lodge of Gardeners, although yet in
its infamcy, having only commenced in 1821, has every
prospect of soon being in a very flourishing state. By
its regulations, the president must be an operative
gardener.

Kelso St Crispin Society. This society was form. .

ed by the shoemakers, on the 25th of October, 1891,
for mutual refief in sickness, and for defraying funeral
expenses, &c. ; and the allowance on both occasions are
very kiberal. 'The Sormiatio of this society on the ai-
niversary of their patrom, wis celebrated by the coro-
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nation of his representative, on which occasion. there
was a splendid procession, a public dinner, and a ball.®

FREE MASONS.

There are two lodges of free masons in Kelso, both
holding their charter from the Grand Lodge of Scot-
land, viz.

St John’s Lodge, of long standing, and The Kelso
Lodge, constituted on the 5th of August, 1816.

BOWMEN OF THE BORDER.

-'The Society of the Bowmen of the Border is compo-
sed of the noblemen and gentlemen residing in this
quarter, or connected with the Borders, and was insti-
tuted in the year 1788, by a diploma from the Royal
Company of Archers of Scotland. The number of the

* The processions on the anniversary of this august monarch,
which used to be pretty frequent in Kelso, afforded much amuse-
ment to the inhabitants; but a great drawback was experienced in
the difficulty of obtaining a band of music, which could not always
be procured either on these or similar occasions. To remedy this in-
convenience, the St Crispin Society resolved to have a band of their
own ; and having raised a subscription among themselves, they car-
ried their resolution into effect, and have now a band consisting of
several musicians, all tolerable proficients on their several instru-
ments, composing it. This band was formed in the year 1822 ; and,
since its institution, has been generally called to perform at all the
public processions and entertainments in the town. .
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members is restricted to eighdy, under the conmand of
a first and second captain. It meets on the 10th of
January, the first Thursdays in May, July, August,
September, October, and November, and on the king’s
birth-day, every year.

A society, denominated “ The Thistle Club,” was
formed here on the 15th of August, 1828, the auni-
versary of the King’s visit to Scotland, whose primary
object is to commemorate that event.

There is also a Cricket Club, which meets once a-

ight during the summer; and likewise a Skaiting

RACES.

Racing, and the sports of the field, forming the prinei-
pal amusement of the nobility and gentry in this neigh-
bourhood, much of their attention .is bestowed on the
rearing of horses of this description, of the most repu-
ted breeds. KE150 RACES have, in consequence, been
long and justly stamped with celebrity.

The old race-ground of Kelso, Caverton Edge, a
most excellent and level course, three miles, or there-
abouts, in cirecumference, was at the distance of five
miles from the town, and, for a long time, had no ap-
propriate place for the horses, which were generally
put up at Softlaw, a small farm-house, about one mile
from the course, with very indifferent stabling. This
inconvenience, however, was remedied by the late John,
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'Dtlke of Roxbrghie, whe built on she grennd anelegant
stand -for the accommodation of the company, tha-liyw-
er part of which contained stables for the runnisg
horsés, Where they were kept during the races® - -
The late Duke, however, having, in the yeah 1818,
planted this course with forest-trees, he removed the
saves 1o Blaicklaw, still farther distant from the town,
which gave universal dissatisfaction to the inhabitants
and shertly after an sttenypt was made, by seme ssali-

cious incendiaries, to destroy the whole of the plaotiog

at Caverton Edge with fire.

- The Duke, not perhaps aware of the geest uppapy
larity of his removal of the course, till this bage st
tempt was made, with that benevolent attention to the
interest and convenienge of the inhabitants which so
strongly marked his character, speedily determined t0
temedy the erver he had cosmitted ;..apd having s
lested & tpot, preferable inn every respent- to. eithen of
the former coursed, meosures were instantiy adepttd:&or
eaprying the Doke's intention into effees, . - . -
- 'The gropod fixed upon by his Grace was. the Rews

2 This sirveture, which was sa highly prized af fimst, was.20"
discovered to be-an intolerable nuisance to the surroupding copntehs
for bgnds of gipsies, finding it to beé a safe retreat, where t ey might
carvy on thels midnight revels without the fear of ‘molebtative,

semblad dere framm all quarters, and took full poasescion of i 0

never scrupled to borrow a sheep, or some other king of farp-8t0c%
a8 often as their necessitles or their luxury required. They soo%
however; by theis nightly depredations, became so great an oY
e to the fumers in the vieinity, that bey petitioned the duke ®
cansg the building to be taken down, who_having granted their ¢
quest, It was femoved. ' ! ST
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moes; 8 perfest lavel, and soaxtely & mile distant from
Kelso. The inhabitants, therefore, serisible of the be-
nofits that would result to the town from this change,
unanimonsly resalved that every individual should con.
tribute his share of labour requisite for converting this
waste into a proper race-ground with all possible expe-
dition. Accordingly; it was agreed by the incorporased
trades, that they shoald lend their. assistance in the
execution of this work, which they did by turns daily,
till the whole was accomplished, when, in hongur. of
the neble donor, it received the name of the Duke’s
Coutrse.

On the A2th of July, 1888, the foundation-stene of
a very bhandsome stand was laid, on which oceasion
there was a grand masonic procession. This stand is
now finished, and being erocted after the model of that
at Dancaater, i eonsidered one of the most elegant in
the  kingdom; although it is reckoned by some to.be
plsced too neer the course. The groundfipt of this
stand conaists of, first, an avea, fifty-two feet in length,
receding thirty-two feet on the east side, ‘and twenty-
five on the west, apprepriated for weighing the riders,
» shore-haise, &c. ; secondly, an inner reom, twenty-six
feet.by twenty ; and thirdly, a baekc room thirteen feet
by.pine. The principal entrance is from the west. The
asoont in by a hanging stair of fifty.one steps, which
leads to the main hall, ladies’ room, and balepnies. The
hall is a handsome apartment, thirty-two feet by twen-
ty, and fourteen feet in height, lighted by seven win-
dows, each oleven foet high. Off from thie is the ladies’
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room, thirteen feet by nine. These rooms open upon
the principal balcony, which is of the same dimensions
as the area below. It is fronted by a very fine railing,
and supported by seven arches of rusticated ashlar
work. Above; is another balcony, thirty-one feet by
twenty, also fronted with a railing the same as that be-
low. The south and west fronts are of polished ashlar
work, with a portico to the stair on the west. The
back part of the building is forty-five feet, and the
front part, thirty-one feet in height.

The first races on this course took placein the year
1822, and afforded excellent sport. The races are held
twice in the year, viz. in spring and autumn. :

The Royal Caledonian Hunt meets oecasionally at
Kelso, the neighbourhood of which affords aburdance
of game for the chase. During the week they remuin,
a8 well as during the time of the regular races, the
town presents a very gay appearance; from the nume-
rous company that resort thither on these ‘occasions.
Brilliant assemblies are held almost every evening du-
ring both meetings.

From its situation, and the fineness of the ground,
this course may be considered as -not inferior to any
in the kingdom, and is a great point of attraction to
the fashionables, and others in this quarter, the races
being always attended by a numerous and genteel con-
course of spectators.

Kelso is not without other public amusements, which
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afford frequent opportunities for the display of the
beauty and fashion of our fair countrywomen; and
this is done to much advantage at the different assem.
blies, &c., which are given during the year, as well as
at the theatrical exhibitions, which generally take piace
during a part of the summer season.

Mr Dubbs, of the Theatre-Royal, Edmburgh, as far
as we have learned, was the first who introduced this
polite amusement, by appearing with a respectable com.
pany of actors during the race-week in the year 1774;
and, shortly after, a house in the Horse-market, built
for the accommodation of the inhabitants when they
could not obtain the Assembly-Room, at the Cress-
Keys, for their balls or assemblies, was usually let to
the manager, who fitted it up as a theatre on his occa.
sional visits. But, to the French pﬁsoners, who were
here on parole during the late war, the inhabitants are
indebted for having this place converted into a theatre,
which they did at a very considerable expense, for their
own amusement, performing in it occasionally, and dis-
tributing tickets of admission gratis ; and at their de-
parture, as a mark of their gratitude for the polite at-
tention and kind treatment they had experienced, left
the whole standing, with all their scenery and decora-
tions.

STAGE COACHES.

The communication between Kelso and the capitals
of either kingdom is daily, and with other towns with
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which it is more immediately connected, as frequent as
is necessary for the purposes of business or convenience.
The Twesdside and Eagle coaches leave Kelso every
day in the week, alternately, for Edinburgh ; the form-
er on Monday, Wedneaday, and Friday ; the latter on
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, returning next day,
with the exception of Sunday.

The Commercial Traveller, from Coldstream, passea
through Kelso for Edinburgh, and leaves it on the
same days as the Eagle does.

The Wellington, from Edinburgh to London, passes
through every lawful day, about noon, and from Lom-
don to Edinburgh, every day, about four p. m.

There is also a coach to Hawick and Jedbuxgh, and
ene to Berwick, three times every week.

In addition to the advantages already derived from
the frequent communication to different places, the mail
passes through Kelsa on its way to London and Edin-
burgh. It eommenced running in May last, and it is
expected will prove to be of much benefit to the town.
Kelso now emjoys mare intercourse with England and
Seotlind than any other country town in this kingdom.

NEW BRIDGE.

The inconvenience occasioned. by the loss of the old
bridge, which was swept away on the 26th of Oetober,
1797,* was so great, and so universally felt, thet it was

* ¢ On the evening of Priday last, October the 25th, we expetion-
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absolutely necessary to adopt instant measurss for the
erection of another, the only passage across the T'weed
being effected by boats, a mode of conveyance not only
tedious, but frequently attended with ¢onsiderable dan+
ger, especially in the time of great floods, that are sa

ced one of the most tremendous storms of rain and wind which. we
recollect to have ever witnessed in this part of the country. - The
storm began at six o’elock, and continued to ragedurlng the night
with constantly-increasing violence. On Saturday morning the at-
mosphere eontinued gloomy, and the rivers were every moment swels
ling. The Teviot overflowed the island formed below Maxwellheugh«
mill by itself and the mill-dam, together with the public road from
the new bridge to Kelso Bridge, as well as a considerable portion of
the adjoining fields. The island in Tweed, at its confluence with
the Teviot, was so deeply laid under water, that the trunks of the
trees growing in it were half immersed ; whilst an immense body of
water, from both rivers, descended with great velocity towards Keleo
Bridge, vose very bigh behind the piers of the arches, and overs
flowed the banks below on both sides, inundating the road and fields
from the bridge to the bottom of Maxwellheugh-mill——forming alto
gether & spectacle truly sublime !
¢ It was observed early in the morning, that the third and fourth
arches had sunk a little below their usual level ; from which it was
concluded that the foundation had been completely undermined, and
that, of consequence, these arches might every hour be expected to
fall: Business and curiosity, however, induced a great number of
people, most of whom had been warned of their danger, to pass the
bridge on horseback and on foot. About twelve o'clock, a great num-
ber of persons belonging to the town, as well as many of the ladies
and gentlemen connected with the Caledonian Hunt, assembled at
the east end of the bridge, and on the adjoining ground, for the pur<
pose of witnessing the event, which, from the evident sinking of the
two arches, was every instant expected to take place. At the time
two men were rash enough to pass the bridge on horseback. Many
persons now made signals, and called londly for the return of some
foot passengers, whom curiosity hid led to the opposite end of the
bridge, and among whom were Colonel Baird of Newbyth, and Cole
nel Hamilton of Wishaw. They remained, however, apparently ig-
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common here, and which last for several days. In such
cases, no other alternative was left for those on urgent
business, but to pursue their journey by the way of
Coldstream, taking a circuit of cighteen miles, which
not only occasioned much delay, but had, besides, many
other disadvantages.

" The noblemen and gentlemen of the county, in con-
junction with the opulent of the town, having consult-

norant of their danger, till a young man, whose brother was among
the number, rushed forward, almost to the middle of the bridge, ex-~
claiming, “ The bridge is falling !” His brother and another rela-
tive were the only two who ventured to return, while they felt the
bridge shaking under their feet. The rest continued on the other
side.

¢ In less than five minutes the two arches sunk very fast ; a rent,
which was formed at the bottom of the lower side of the pier which
supported them, widened rapidly; and some large stones separated
and tumbled from the top of the parapet into the river. In an instant
the pitr fell to pieces ; the two arches sprang together, and their
disjointed materials sunk almost wholly beneath the water in the
twinkling of an eye. The foam ascended to a great height all
around, and the water was dashed on either shore beyond its former
limits for a considerable way downwards ; whilst the agitated coun-
tenances of the anxious spectators greatly increased the awful solem-
wity of the scene. Fourteen persons, among whom were the two
gentlemen already mentioned, and five young boys, now remained
for three hours at the west end of the bridge; but were at length
rescued from their disagreeable situation by the exertions of the
people of Maxwellheugh. The active interest taken by several gen-
tlemen of the Caledonian Hunt, previously to the accident, in be-
half of the people whose curiosity overcame their sense of danger,
was highly honourable to themselves, and has probably been the
means of saving lives. Mr Monro Binning of Softlaw, in particu-
lar, exerted himself by rushing to the bridge, and loudly warning
the people of the impending event, not many minutes before it hap-
pened. Providentially not a life was lost.”— Edinburgh Magasine,
1797, vol. X. p. 467.
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ed the most-able engineers on the subject, fixed upon a
place about fifty yards below the site of the old bridge,
as a proper situation for the one to be erected ; and ha-
ving disposed of as many shares as amounted to the va-
lue of the estimates, the contract was signed in the year .
1800, with Mr Murray of Edinburgh, and Mr Lees of
East Lothian, who engaged to execute the work, and
which they completed in about three years.

This bridge is constructed according to the most
approved plans, and, for elegance of workmanship, and
beauty of design, it has perhaps not its equal in Scot-
land. "It is formed after the new mode of bridge-build-
ing, with five arches of beautiful polished stone, sup-
ported by handsome columns and pilasters. A toll-bar
was placed upon it when it was completed, to which foot-
passengers were also required to contribute, in order to
defray the expense of erecting it, and which was only
to continue until this was accomplished ; but works of
this- deseription, when once established, appear to ac-
quire, by every year’s standing, a more solid footing ;
the toll still remains, and at present lets for 1.900 per
annum, so that the revenues arising from this bridge
are very considerable.

PRINCIPAL SEATS.
"The natural beauty of the country bordering on the

Tweed and Teviot, has long been pointed it out as a
most delightful situation for the residence of the noble
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and the affluent. Kelso is, in consequerce, completely
surrounded by the seats of noblemen and gentlemen,
geberally constructed in a superior style of elegance
and grandeur, which give additional lustre to the rich
and: captivating scenery of the district, and to Kelso
itself an advantage over almost every other country
town in Scotland. We shall, therefore, proceed td no-
tice the most remarknble in the neighbourhood.

FLEDURS, the palace of the Duke of Roxburghe, is
situated on the north bank of the T'weed, within a mile
of Kelso, on & rising ground, with a beautiful lawn des.
ceniding to the margin of the river in front, and lofty
woods behind and on each side of it. This elegant
structure was built in the year 1718, by 8ir John Van-
brugh ; and adjoining to it a handsome Conservatory
was erected by the late Duke, James,* in which there
is a most exeellent collection of rare and valuable
plants. '

The old gardens, which are partly in the town, (a
considerable portion of Roxburgh Street having been
pulled down for the purpose of extending them,) being

® The town of Kelso suffered an almost irreparable loss on the
death of the late Duke of Roxburghe. He was a nobleman possessing
the most liberal and generous sentiments—kind, affable, and cour-
teous ; and his attention to the interests and prosperity of the town
was unremitting. The present representative of this noble house
being a minor, has it not in his power to render the same services,
h the highest expectations are formed of his following the
example of his much-esteemed and justly-regretted progenitor. The
Duchess, his mother, is a lady of the most amiable and humane dis-
positions, but her sphere of benevolence is also naturally restricted.
7 :

r
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found inconvenient on account -of their distance from
the house, others have been constructed nearer to it on
. the west side, formed on a grand scale, and laid out in
the most tasteful manner. -

At about the distance of four miles from Fleurs, on
the same side of the Tweed, surrounded with fine old
woods, is Makerstoun, the seat of the late Sir Henry
Hay Makdougal, Bart., commanding a very beauhful
prospect to the south.

To the north of Kelso, about five miles, and in the
neighbourhood of the village of the same name, is Nen-
- thorn, the residence of James Roy, Esq.; and a few
miles farther north is Mellerstain, the beautiful seat of
George Baillie, Esq., placed in a most delightful situa-
tion, and surrounded with numerous thriving planta-
tions.

South-east from Mellerstain, and about three miles
north of Kelso, is Stitchel, the family mansion of Sir
John Pringle, Bart., occupying a fine rising-ground,
and commanding an extensive and picturesque view of
the adjacent country ; and about a mile nearer to Kelso
is Newton-don, the residence of Sir Alexander Don,
Bart., standing upon an eminence of southern expo-
sure, having a rich and extensive prospect over all the
country lying between it and the Cheviot Hills. Sir
Alexander has lately made considerable improvements
both on the house and grounds. The canal has ako
been nruch enlarged—forming altogether a beautiful
and rich appearance.

K
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On the east of Kelso the gentlemen’s seats are nu-
mercus and handsome. On the road leading to Ber-
wick by Swinton, are Paradise, Dr Stuart—Edenside,
Captain Tait—Woodside, Lady Diana Scott, mother
to the Laird of Harden, a lady remarkable for her piety
and benevolence—Broomlands, James Innes, Esq., fac-
tor to the Duke of Roxburghe—and Sydenham, Admi-
ral Dixon. On the road to Berwick, by Cornhill, are
Tweedbank, Mrs Nisbet—Rosebank, General Elliot—
and Henderside Park, George Waldie, Esq. On the
south side of the T'weed, and opposite to Rosebank, is
Wooden, Mr Walker, remarkable for a beautiful water-
fall called Wooden-lin, in a very retired and romantic
situation.

Opposite to Kelso, on the south side of the river, is
Pinnacle-Hill, the property of Miss Elliot, built on the
top of a lofty precipitous eminence, from which it de-
rives its name, with woods leading to the water’s edge.
The view from it, as has already been observed, is de-
lightful. Considerable improvements have, within
these few years, been made on the house, by building
a new bow-front, and making other material altera-
tions;'a handsome lodge has also been erected at the
entrance, and the grounds have been laid out with
great taste.

" Springwood Park, the seat of Sir John Scott Dou-
glas, Bart., is delightfully situated on the rising-ground
' opposite to the ruins of Roxburgh Castle, and close by
. the bridge over the Teviot. The present proprietor
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has of late added greatly to the appearance of his man-
sion, by opening a communication to it from the south
end of the bridge of Kelso, which is conducted along
an elegant archway, with a handsome lodge at the en-
trance. The avenue has also been laid out very taste-
fully, and when the trees arrive at maturity, the beauty
of the scenery will be highly increased, and add much
to the appearance of the surrounding country. Sir
Jobn has also beautified the other entrances to Spring-
wood Park, and built handsome lodges at the different
gates.

Ednam-House, the beautiful seat of John Robertson,
Esq. stands in immediate proximity to the town, on
the banks of the T'weed, closely adjoining to the Eng-
lish chapel. The house is an elegant modern build-
ing, and the grounds are laid out with much taste—
the whole forming a great addition to the beauty of
Kelso.
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ABBEY.

Davip, who, during the reign of his brother Alex-
ander, was known by the title of Earl of Huntingdon,
evinced, at a very early age, an uncommon piety and
zeal for the church, which he manifested during his
whole future life by a strict attention to its rites, and
by the erection of numerous monasteries, which he en-
dowed with immense revenues in lands, grain, and
money.* Y

® The first introduction of monastic orders in Sootland, ‘was long
antecedent to the reign of David 1., and everything recorded of the
monks of those times, warrants us in believing that they were the
only depositories of learning and the arts ; and that the corrupt prac-
tices for which this class became afterwards m notorisus; #ere in a
great measure unknown among them in those days, slthopgh it is
abundantly evident, the superstitions they practised among their vo-
taries, even at this time, were grossly repugnant to common sense.

By means, however, of these superstitions, they obtaised a com-
plete and uncontrolled ascendency over, not only the weak-and un-
enlightened, but even over the more intelligent and better informed ;
and possessed of this power, which they deemed unassailable, they
exercised it for many ages with domineering insolence and cruel ra-
pacity. In consequence, their conduct became less guarded, and, by
degrees, they arrived at an unparalleled height of open profligacy,
and a total disregard of common decency.

That the Church of Rome has ever been indebted to ignorance and
superstition for its chief and only support, is an undeniable fact; but
that, in this enlightened age, men who have the means afforded
(which they did not possess in the days above referred to) of obtain-
ing education, the only requisite for dispelling the illusion of mo-
nastic priestcraft, should remain the willing dupes of their tricks
and mummery, is an astonishing though lamentable reality.
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His possessions extending from east to west along
the whole borders, he was naturally attached to this
part of the kingdom ; and here the first ebullitions of
his zeal were displayed, for we find that previous. to
his accession to the throne, he erected a monastery at
Selkirk, about twenty miles distant from Kelso, for an
order of monks which had become very celebrated in
France. Having obtained a few members of this dis-
tinguished order, he brought them to his monastery at
Selkirk, where they were regularly installed, agreeably
to the institutions of the Romish church. These monks
were denominated Tyronensian, from Tyrone, the name

Mr Ireland, in his history of * France for the last seven years,”
speaking of the bigotry and superstition of French priestcraft, men-
tions the following circumstance, as a melancholy proof of the state
to which that country is reduced, and the public mind corrupted, by
that class of bigotted zealots :—

¢ However, as a proof that I do not advance an assertion upon
superficial grounds, I will appeal to all the population of Paris and
its environs, whether, at the period upon which I am new speuking,
(vis. 1820,) a priest, not seven miles from the capital, did not give
his parishioners to understand, that a spot had been designated to
him in a dream, where, under a stone, he would find deposited the
shirt formerly worn by Jesus Christ ; a fact he repaired to identify,
accompanied by his auditors, which, as may naturally be supposed,
he took care should be verified ; and, in consequence, the precious
relic was for several succeeding Sundays displayed in procession at
the villages of Argenteuil, Courbevois, &c. &c. ; during one of which
expositions, an old woman quaintly remarked, that they must have
had excellent thread in those days. When such farces as these are
tolerated, let us not be surprised that the baptising of bells should
have taken place, nor wonder if we find renewed all the pantomimic
illusions practised by monks in the earliest ages of barbarism and
confiding ignorance.”
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of the town in France where this order was originally

established by Bertrand D’Abbeville,* a disciple of Ro-

bert ID’Arbrisson, the founder of the monks of the
sFouterrand order.

% Bertrand d’Abbeville was born about the year 1046, in the ju-
risdiction of Abbeville, in the parish of Ponthieu, of honest parents,
pious and eminent HosPITALIERS; who, according to their ability,
received the poor, and with much charity relieved their necessities.
They were particularly careful in training up Bertrand in the paths
of virtue, and bestowed on him a liberal education, in which he soon
made rapid progress. From his earliest infancy he manifested so
strong a partiality for a religious life, that he even wished to imitate
the monks in their dress. This exposed him to the laughter and
derision of his companions ; but he withstood all their railleries ; and,
on reaching his twentieth year, he, in company with three others,
who expressed the same desire, left his native place, and went to
Poitou in order to retire into a monastery where strictness and re-
gularity were observed.

They remained at Poictiers for some time, to make themselves
acquainted with the ceremonies that were regularly practised in the
monasteries of that province. At the age of thirty, Bertrand was
made prior of the monastery of St Savin, about twelve leagues from
Poictiers, upon the Gartemble. And here, from his zeal, mildness,
and humility, and his unremitting attention to their comforts, he
soon became a great favourite with the monks. So much so, that
on the death of the abbot he was earnestly solicited to fill his place;
but his modesty inducing him to decline this high office, he retired
into Maine, for the purpose of concealment, till another abbot had
been elected. :

He was very soon after this chosen abbot of St Cyprien, and went
to rejoin Robert d’Arbrissel, whom he accompanied in his apostalic
missions. He afterwards went to Rome, to defend the rights of his
monastery of St Cyprien, when he obtained what he demanded ; and
refused the dignity of cardinal, which was offered him by Pope Pas-
chal the Second. . .

Bertrand being desirous of returning to his former retirement in
the Perche, he was dissuaded from this by the mother of the Count
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Bertrand, the founder of the Tyronensian order, is
represented as a person of great reputation and ability,
endowed with superior talents, and possessing high ac-
complishments, an ardent admirer of the fine arts, whichga
he patronized and encouraged to the utmost of hispower.
And as this power did not extend beyond the jurisdic-
tion of his monastery, he made it an invariable rule
that no one should be admitted a member of his society
who was not thoroughly instructed in some branch of
science or of art; and this, as well to banish idleness
(the general source of all vice) from their community,
as to enable them, should occasion require, to procure
for themselves the necessaries of life, which, at their
first institution, they did not possess in superfluous
abundance.

de Routron, who prevailed upon her son te grant to bim and his
monks a settlement in the wood of Tyrone. Here he laid the foun-
dation of a monastery, which gave name to the monks of this order.
It was at first built of wood. Yres of Chartres befriended this esta-
blishment very much ; and mass was performed there for the first
time by Bertrand, on the Easter-day following.

The fame of Bertrand spread far and near, and the order of which
he was the founder was adopted and introduced into many parts of
the world. Thirteen of his monks were brought over to England
by King Henry I. David, King of Scotland, impressed by reports
of his piety, undertook a journey to France in order to see him, but
before he reached Tyrone he had died. He, however, brought with
him twelve monks belonging to the order, and an abbot.  ~

According to Souchet, Bertrand died in the year 1116, but Hen-
schenius says, that this event did not take place till the year follow-
ing. So great an example had this pious man shown while in life,
that the number of the monasteries of this order increased consider-
ably even after his death.—— Hist. des Ordres Monast. tom. VI.
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In consequence of his strict adherence to this regu-
lation, there were found in this order artists and me-
chanics of every description, such as painters, sculpiors,

ajoiners, lock-smiths, masons, vine-dressers, labourers,
&c. ; all which were subject to the superior, and their
earnings were placed into a common stock for the go-
neral maintenance of the body. )

By the rules of this society, the strictest poverty
was enjoined ; and, indeed, at its first commencement,
they barely possessed the merest necessaries of life.
Frequently they were so much reduced as to be obliged
to divide a pound of bread between two, and not un-
frequently among four, of the monks ; and there were
some days in which they were even destitute of this ar-
ticle of food, and under the necessity of subsisting on
herbs and roots.

They were also debarred the use of wine, and the
austerities they voluntarily subjected themselves to, ap-
pear scarcely credible. Notwithstanding the severity of
their rules, applications for admission into this society
increased go rapidly, that in less than three years, Ber-
trand had under his control not less than 500 monks.
The dress first assumed by this order was ask-coloured
grey, but it was afterwards changed for black. Their
original institution was in the year 1109, when Ber-
trand founded the monastery at Tyrone.

Difference of opinion exists as to the exact period
when the portion of this community of monks brought
from France by David, arrived at Selkirk. Fordun
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places their arrival in 1109, while Simon of Durham
states it to have happened in 1113, and adds, that they
remained there fifieen years. Fordun, however, ap-
pears in this instance to be themoreexacthistorian;‘
for, had they come to Selkirk in 1113, and remained
there fifteen years, according to Simeon of Durham, no
interval could have elapsed between their removal from
Selkirk, and their settlement at Kelso. Now, we are
expressly informed, that David, on his accession to the
throne in 1124, at the suggestion of his pious courtiers,
and by the advice of John, Bishop of Glasgow, ¢ built
a religious house at Roxburgh, and had the monks
brought from Selkirk to that place.” And it is certain-
ly very probable that David, from his partiality to the
monks he had himself introduced into the kingdom,
would readily adopt this advice, ‘as, by this transfer-
ence, he would have them nearer to his person, and
more under his own obeervation.

Roxburgh, at this time the chief residence of the
monarch, could not, as may well be supposed, be a very
suitable abode for men of such recluse and austere ha-
bits. The hurry and bustle of camps, and the din of
arms, did but ill accord with the privacy and seclusion
to which they had devoted themselves ; and David, no
doubt, soon aware of this, perceived the necessity of re-
moving them to a more retired situation, where, free
from disturbance, from. the noise of war, they might
peaceably and uninterruptedly perform the sacred du-
ties of their religion.
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No place appeared more eligible for this purpose than
Kelso ; and here David caused a splendid monastery tb
be erected, on which neither pains nor ‘expense were
spared to complete the elegance of the structure, and
the convenience of the building.

This abbey was finished in the year 1128, and dedi-
cated to the Virgin ‘Mary and St John the Evangelist;
and on the second day of May in the same year, the
monks were removed from Roxburgh and settled at

This monastery was richly endowed by the royal
founder ; and the gifts he made to it were afterwards
confirmed to the church by Pope Innocent II., who
died fifteen 'years after the erection of this building.
From the liberality of David and his successors, and
the donations of other pious individuals, the revenue of
this abbey became immense.

David, high in favour with the Pontifical See, was
anxious that some particular mark of distinction might
be conferred by the Pope on this abbey, and he had the
satisfaction of seeing this wish realised ; for, shortly
after the death of Innocent II., his successor, Alexan-
der III., issued a bull, as appears from the chartulary
of Kelso,* granting permission to the Abbot to wear a
mitre and pontifical robes, and allowing him-to be ad-
mitted at the meetings of all general councils.

* Pope Innocent III. granted still greater privileges

® This chartulary is deposited in the Advocates’ Library.
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to this monastery. He freed the Abbot from the con-
trol of all Episcopal jurisdiction whatsoever ; and he
also wrote two letters in favour of this abbey, the one
to the High Church at Kelso, to prevent its ecclesiasti-
cal endowments from being appropriated to any other
purposes than those for which they were originally de-
signed ; and the other to the churches and other eccle-
piastic establishments throughout the kingdoms of Scot-
land, enjoining them to refrain from all injury to the
monastery of Kelso.

Robert, Bishop of St Andrews, also manifested his
liberality to the monks of Kelso, who were then inclu-
ded in his diocese, but afterwards transferred to the
see of Glasgow, by placing them in that independent
situation that they might be ordained, and take the sa-
craments of the church from whatever bishop in Scot-
land or Cumbria they should choose.

DESCRIPTION.

The Abbey of Kelso is constructed in a form quite
different from any other abbey either in Scotland or
in England, being in the shape of a Greek cross. The
architecture is Saxon, or early Norman, with the excep-
tion of four magnificent central arches, which are de-
cidedly Gothic, and is a beautiful specimen of this par-
ticular style, being regular and uniform in its struc-
ture. This monastery, like most others in the king-
dom, suffered much from the fury of the Reformers
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in 1569, when many of its most beautiful ornaments
were defaced, and a great part of the building destroy-
ed.*

It is rather singular that this building should difer
so much in appearance from either the Abbey of Jed-
burgh or of Melrose, which were erected by the same
monarch, and within a few years of each other. The
ruins of this abbey are, however, in such a state of pre-
servatidn, as to give to the spectator a tolerably correct
idea of the original magnificence of the building. The
nave and quire are wholly demolished ; the north and
south aisles remain, and are each nearly twenty paces
in length. False circular arches, intersecting each other,
ornament the walls round about. The ruins of the
eastern end present part of a fine open gallery: the pil-
lars are clustered, and the arches circular. Two sides
of the central tower are still standing, to the height of
about seventy feet, but they must have been originally
much higher. There is an uniformity in the north
and south ends, each bearing two round towers, the

* It is much to be regretted, that so many fine buildings and no-
ble edifices, of rich architecture, should have been destroyed at this
time. Zeal for the reformed religion overpowered reason, and led
the Reformers to the commission of acts of violence which, under any
other pretence, would have been unpardonable. When we consider,
however, the melancholy state of degradation to which this country
was reduced, and the persecutions carried on by the superstitious
and bigotted Church of Rome, we feel inclined to palliate these rash
acts, presuming they were committed from the idea, that when they
were demolishing the churches, they were at the same time destroy-
ing the religious system of the Roman Catholies. '
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centres of which sharpen towards the roof. The great
door-way is formed by a circular arch, with several
members falling in the rear of each other, and support-
ed on fine pilasters.” '

It is not certain when this abbey was first used as a
parish church after the Reformation, but the record
informs us that it was repaired for the purpose in the
year 1648 ; and that it is very little more than half a
century since, on account of its dangerous state, public
worship was discontinued in it.+}

The buildings of the abbey must at one time have
occupied a very considerable space of ground, as not
many years ago they extended as far east as the pre-
sent parish school, and, from appearance, they must
originally have reached a considerable way towards

* Mr Gillespie, in his report on the repairs of the abbey in 1822,
states, * that from the remote antiquity of the abbey, and the style
of its architecture, it stands high on the list of those ecclesiastical
buildings in this country which form a dictionary of sciences to the
‘artists of the present day.”

1+ In the Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border, we find the following
prediction of Thomas the Rhymer: ¢ Another memorable prophecy
bore, that the old kirk at Kelso, constructed out of the ruins of the
abbey, should fall when * at the fullest.” At a very crowded sermon,
about thirty years ago, a piece of lime fell from the roof of the
church. The alarm for the fulfilment of the words of the seer, be-
came universal ; and happy were they who were nearest the door of
the predestined edifice. The church was in consequence deserted,
and han never since had an opportunity of tumhling upon a full
congregation. I hope, for the sake of a beautiful specimen of Saxo-
Gothic architecture, that the accomplishment of this prophecy is far
distant.”— Minstrelsy, vol, IT. p 275, edit. 1802.
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the banks of the Tweed, near which it is situated. In
the three upper windows were hung the same number
of bells, which are now removed; and when the old
town-house was taken down, the clock was put up in
another window of this building, where it remained for
geveral years ; but is now also removed, and placed on
the front of the new town-house, lately erected.

The ruins of the abbey were, till lately, greatly dis-
figured by several modern additions ; but of these, part
were removed by order of the late Duke William, in
1805, and the remainder were taken down by the last
Duke, James, in 1816, by which the ruins were resto-
red to their ongmal simplicity. By the removal of
these excrescences, the noble transept, bogether with
several windows and side-arches, which were by them
hid, are now restored to view. ,

In consequence, however, of an apprehension that
the ruins of this beautiful abbey would soon fall into
a greater state of decay, a meeting of the noblemen and
gentlemen of the county was held on the 27th day of
January, 1823, to concert the measures necessary in
order to prevent this unfortunate occurrence. The
following report from Mr Gillespie, architect, Edin-
burgh, was presented, and read to the meeting :—

“ 1st, That it appears to him, from minute inspec-
tion, that unless a very speedy remedy be applied, a
large portion of the building is in danger of falling to
t/he ground ; and that the bells should be immediately
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taken down, as he is satisfied they have been the cause
of much injury to the building.*

“ 2d, That as the greatest injury the building in ge-
neral has sustained, appears to arise from water pene-
trating through the summit, and passing to the heart
of the walls, all the loose stones should be fixed, the
rents and crevices on the top carefully pinned and filled
up, and then a coat of Roman cement, one inch in
thickness, should be applied for the protection of the
whole upper part of the abbey.

‘ 8d, That many of the arches, and other parts of
the building, which are in a very crazy state, should .
be strengthened ; and that other repairs, which it is im-
possible fully to specify in writing, should be executed;
and that the commencement of these necessary repairs
should not be deferred longer than the month of April
next.

 In this report, and also at the preliminary meeting
of gentlemen held on this business, on the 6th of Ja-
nuary last, Mr Gillespie, in the most handsome man-
ner, offered his gratuitous services in personally super-
intending and directing the repair. The report con-
cludes with stating, as Mr Gillespie’s opinion, that if

. -* «This report having been laid before, and partly considered by,
a meeting of heritors of Kelso, held on the 28th day of November,
1822, the bells were, by unanimous agreement, ordered to be taken
down, and were very skilfully removed from the belfry on the north
front of the abbey, under the direction of Mr-W. Elliot, archrtect,
Kelso.”
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his directions be faithfully carried into exeecution, our
venerable abbey will be preserved for another century.

“ The meeting proceeded to deliberate on the report,
and having formerly ascertained from Mr @illespie,
that the probable expense of these repairs would not
exceed L.500 sterling, resolved, that a voluntary sub-
scription should be forthwith entered into for their ac-
complishment ; and for managing said subscription,
and conducting the business, a committee be appoint-
d.”

A subscription was immediately entered into for de-
fraying the expense of the repairs. The whole build-
ing has been run with cement, which will preserve it
as an ornament to the town for a great series of years.
A handsome rail now surreunds it, which will tend
greatly to the preservation of this ancient structure.

The value of the endowments bestowed at different
periods upon this abbey, and which belonged to it at
the time of the Reformation, will appear from the fol-
lowing list of the churches annexed to it, viz. Sel-
kirk, Roxburgh, Innerlethan, Molle, Sprouston, Hume,
Lambden, Greenlaw, Symprink, Keith, Makerston,
Maxwell, and Gordon, with some others, with their
tithes, and also the schools of Roxburgh. Axnd the re-
venue derived from these was very great, amounting
at the same period to L.2501, 16s. 5d. in money, with
9 chaldrons of wheat, 52 chaldrons 6 bolls and 2 firlots
of bear, 92 chaldrons 12 bolls 3 firlots and 1 peck of

meal, 1 chaldron and 8 bolls of oats, 1 tidder of hay,
12
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and 1 pound of pepper. The convent of Lesmahago,
in Clydesdale, also belonged to this abbey, being a cell
of Tironersian monks, founded by Fergus, Lord of Gal-
loway. Hs revenues amounted to L.1214, 4s. 6d. in
money, with 15 chaldrons 8 bolls 1 firlot and £ pecks
of bear, 41 chaldrons 8 bolls and 8 fitlots of meal, and
3 bolls of oats.

From the first foundation of thn monastery till the
reign of James V., every succeeding monarch vied with
his predecessor in munmificence towards it, so that ite
possessions were immense ; and the reputation of the

. monks for sanctity and purity of manners procured
for them grants and bequests from private individuals
to an extent almost passing belief, so that the revenues
of this abbey amounted to not less than 10,000 merks
of anmual income.

Besides the monastery at Lesmahago, with its de-
pendencies, there belonged to it 34 parish churches,
several manors, a vast numher of lands, granges, farms,
mills, breweries, fishings, salt works, &c. in the shires
of Roxburgh, Selkirk, Peebles, Lanark, Dumfries, Ayr,
Edinburgh, and Berwick ; and even in the distant
county of Aberdeen it possessed the church of Culter.
By these grants and bestowments, the abbots and con~
vent of Kelso were in possession of 3 revenue exceed-
ing int value the ineome of all the bighope in Scotland.

Thie abbots of this monastery, besides, held a distin-
guished rank in the kingdom, having the precedence
of all the other ecclesiagtics on the rells of Parliament ;

L
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the Abbot of Kelso being the first on the list, and next
to him the Abbot of Melrose.

The Abbots of Kelso were likewise frequently em-
ployed on embassies ; and their names appear.to many
of the truces concluded with England, as commission-
ers specially appointed for these negotiations.

King David II., we learn from Robertson’s Index,
granted to this abbey the privilege of a free market,
and also bestowed upon it all the forfaultries of all re-
bels, &c., within the town and county of Berwick;
and, in consequence of the damage it sustained from
the frequent incursions of the English, he gave to the
monks libertyto cut, from the forests of Selkirk and Jed-
burgh, the wood necessary for the repair of these in-
juries.

King David II. also erected Kelso, Bolden, and Re-
verden, into a regality, the superiority of whieh he
vested in the abbot and convention of the monastery,
who retained it till the Reformation.

HISTORY.

The Abbey of Kelso being finished in the year 1128;
King David I. brought the monks who were to possess
it thither from Roxburgh, on the 2d day of May, the
same year ; and in consequence of the king’s residence
in the vicinity, the abbot was appointed his chaplain.

Henry, only son to David, and heir-apparent to the
throne, a prince esteemed and beloved for his many
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virtues and excellent qualities, died at Roxburgh in
the year 1152, and his body was interred in Kelso
Abbey: with great funeral pomp. His death happened
about the middle of June.

A dispute having arisen in the year 1902, between
the monks of Kelso and Melrose, respecting the division
of some lands to which both laid claim, the Pope’s le-
gate, John of Salerno, was appointed umpire between
them ; but, after spending a considerable time in inves-
tigating the matter, and receiving large presents of .
gold, silver, horses, &c., from both parties, he departed
the kingdom, leaving the dispute undetermined.

The above-mentioned dispute, which related to the

- division of the lands between Mole and Clifton, being

still undecided, both parties agreed to leave it to the
judgment of Pope Celestine, who, in the year 1208,
enjoined King William, with a promise of the forgive-
ness of his sins, to undertake the adjustment of this
weighty matter, commanding, at the same time, the
abbots of both monasteries to abide by his decision.
The king, in consequence, repaired to Melrose, where
he summoned both parties to appear before him; and
having minutely examined into the claims of both, he
pronounced his decision with great solemnity, which
was clearly defined, and particularly narrated in a char-
ter executed by him this same year at Kelso.

In the year 1238, the Bishop of St Andrews, with
others of the nobility, being sent to York to witness
the solemnization of the marriage of Alexander III., to
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Margaret, daughter to Henry III. of England, ke was
there taken ill of a fever, of which he died. His body
was brought to Kelso, and interred with great solem-
nity in the Abbey Church there.

David of Bernham, lord chaneellor of the kingdom,
and bishop of St Andrews, a repacious and wicked
character, died at Nartbanthira, in the year 1258, and
his body, contrary to the protest and prohibition ef the
church of St Andrews, was interred at Kelso.

Edward 1. of England baving, in the year 1296,
seized and confiscated to his ownm use all the lands,
houses, and other property belonging to the ecelesias-
tics in Seotland, sunmoned a parliament te meet at
Berwick, which was attended by a great number of
all ranks from Scotland, who there renewed their feal-
ty to him, and renounced all connexion with France;
he then issued orders to all the sheriffs of the different
counties to restore the whole property of the church.
Letters of restitution were aceordingly at this time
granted to the Abbots of Kelso, Jedburgh, and Melrose,
for the restoration of all their property.

In consequence of an article in the treaty betweea
Edward III. and King Robert Bruee, by which the
rights of the church in either kingdom were declared
inviolate, Edward, in the year 1828, issued orders for
the restitutian of all the lands and pemsions which the
. Abbeys of Kelso, Jedburgh, and Melrose, held in Eng-
land, and which had been seized by his father during
the late wars, and which were stil} possessed by Ed-
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ward II1. The Scottish king, at the same time, order-
ed restitution to the monasteri¢s in England, of &l
property of the same denomination which they held in
Scotland. '

Duririg the repeated ‘wars upoh the Borders, the
Monastery of Kelso was subject to frequent dilapida-
tions, and its inmates often reduced to great distress
from scarcity of provisions, which the neighbourhood,
from its being generally occupied by eitherthe Scots or
English army, could not supply. In the reign of Ed-
ward III, (when he nominally held the sovereignty
over this kingdom,) permission was frequently granted
to the abbot to send to England for the purpose of pur-
chasing provisions. The following is a copy of a pro-
cdamation issued by him in the year 1368, giving them
this liberty, dnd providing for the safety of those who
should be employed in this service, and is addressed to
the governor of Berwick-upon-T'weed, and to all other
governors of castles, &c. :—

4 KNow YE, that as in behalf of our beloved in Christ, the
Abbot and Convention of Kelso, in Scotland, who are in
our faith and peace—it is made known to us, that the said
Abbacy, its lands, tenements, and possessions, as also those
bholding of them, are very much wasted, and almost annihila-
ted, by various losses through the ivar, as dlso by various mo-
lestations, inquietudes, and other losses which they are daily
visited with ; for that reason, the Abbot and Convention, by
themselves, or their servants, ought to have liberty to pur-
chase in England provisions for their own suppert and that

. of their family, which they have frequently beeri prevented
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from doing.—We, therefore, taking these premises into our
consideration, and graciously wishing to regard their security
in this matter, have given to the said Abbot and Convention
liberty that they, by themselves or their servants, may seek
for and purchase in England, or wherever they please, pro-
visions for the support of themselves and their family, and to
carry them to the said Abbey, at their own proper charge,
without hindrance or contradiction of any sort, taking under
our special protection and defence, and also into our safe and
secure conducting, the said Abbot and Convention ; also their
said Abbacy, men, affairs, revenues, and all their possessions,
within our realm, being either in England or Scotland; and
also the servants of the said Abbot and Convention, on their
coming into our kingdom of England to seek for or purchase
provisions at the proper expense of the said Abbot and Con-
vention, and of their servants and friends, in conducting the
same to the Abbey.

“ We are unwilling that they should be molested in any
manner, either in their persons, provisions, or anything else
belonging to them, (provided they conduct themselves pro-
perly and faithfully towards us,) by us, our assistants, or any
of our subjects, whosoever they may be, as is generally wont
to be in other letters of safe conduct.”

In the year 1420, the Abbot of St Andrews disputed
the right of precedency claimed by the Abbot of Kelso
over all the other abbots of the kingdom, in conse-
quence of the privileges conferred upon them by King
David I., the Holy See, and others, the dignitaries of
the church, and brought the question before Parlia-
ment, when it having undergone a full and elaborate
discussion in presence of King James I., he decided in
favour of the Abbots of St Andrews, assigning to them
the precedency of all the abbots of the kingdom, on ac-
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count of the Monastery of St Andrews being the first
that had been erected in Scotland.

On the night following the fatal battle of Flodden,
in the year 1513, the Abbey of Kelso was seized by
one Carr, a friend or dependant of the Lord of Hume,
who turned the abbot out of the monastery, and took
possession of it.

In the year 1516, John, eldest son to Alexander,
Earl of Huntley, died on his passage from France to
Scotland, and his body was brought to Kelso and inter-
red in the Abbey.

.The English, in the year 1522, having taken po&
session of Kelso, reduced the vaults of the abbey, the
houses adjoining, and the Chapel of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary, (in which some beautiful Episcopal seats, or
stalls, were constructed,) to a heap of ruins. They also
burnt all the cells and dormitories ; and, what is still
.worse, they unroofed all the houses of the monastery,
carrying off the lead with which they were covered;
and, from the interruption to. all kind of work arising |
from these repeated inroads, the walls fell into a state
of decay, and for some time continued to fall down
piece-meal. During the time the abbey continped in
this state, the monks resorted to the adjoining villages,
where they celebrated divine worship, and were redu-
ced to a state of great poverty and want.

At an assembly of the nobles of the kingdom, held in
the year 1537, much time was occupied in an inquiry
as to the efficiency of the king’s (James V.) revenue to





